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t- Joon 2. 15. Love not eel 
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Jer. 6. 13. Frem the leaſt of them even 
anto the greateſt of them, every one 
# given 10 covetouſneſs. 
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Avarus liber non eſt, quia non ſunt ſua | 
que poſſidere videtur ; jed nec ipſe ſut | 
urls, Fatere te Petunia tua, | 
non Dominum eſſe, ſed ſervum, cuſto- 
dem, non poſſeſſorem. Bernard, ſuper 
Cantic, Serm. p. 620. 
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World. 


Unto which is adaed; 


A Sermon Preached ſome while 

ago upon Fam. 4. 3. Te ask, 
' and receive not, becauſe ye ak 
| j amiſs, that ye may conſume it 
|, #pon yoar luſt's. 
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| LONDON; 


Particularly thoſe W O R T' FY 
PERSONS who deſfired' 
the Publication of THESE 
SER MON.S, 


-Reat Dangers if they are not- 
» apprehended, become mach the 
greater, and more difficitlt and: 


aniigly f0, . avoided.. Many. Men- will 
A. 3 confeſs: 


| 
4 
4 


The Dedication. 
confeſs that Sin is evil, and#that Satan 
an Enemy, who yet are not perſwaded 
that the World 1s fo perillous an Ad- 
verſary as the Holy Scripture ſpeaks it ;, 
whereas indeed, to be delivered from this 
preſent evil World, is 4 part of thar 
Salvation whereof Chriſt 1s the Authour, 
a5 well as to be reſcued from the Prince of 
Darkneſs and redeered from all iniquity. 
There is a War between Heaven and 
Hell. Evil Angels are endeavouring to 
make Men rebel againſt the God of 
Heaven, that they who naturally are bad 
21ay become worſe and worſe, and more 
deſpiſe His Commands and Authority who 
is moſt righrfully the Lord of all. Now 
Earth does join with Hell in this War : 
And Earthly Things are the Great 
Weapons which the Powers of Hell 4 
znakes uſe of to carry it on. Edged 
Tools are t0- be medled with, not with- 
out great warineſs and caution : Worldly 
Things are ſo; how many Minds have 
they divided with Care ! how many 
Conlciences have they wounded ! how: | 
: le, many \ 
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many Souls bave they defiled, 'and made 
utterly unfit both for the Service of God 
and for bis Kingdom ! 


SYou that are Cirttens: aud Traders, 
have great Dealings in the World, and 
you have need to guard both Heart and 
Tongue, and Eyes, and Hands, and 


Feet ; for all are in danger by the Alam: \ 


mon of Unrighteouſneſs. Remember 


you have to do with an Enemy and De- 


ceiver, which has cheated Thouſands of 
their Souls, and of an Eternal Inheri- 
tance. Let your +ouls be ſo wiſe as to 
commit themſelves every Day into the 


Hands of the Father of Spirits, that 


they may be preſerved unſported from 
the World ; and kept in your Duty, 
which is Well-doing. 
be 

You are but Stewards of what you 
Set in the World, and muſt be called to 
an Account what you have done with it. 
What you obtain by unjuſt and. wicked 
Ways, 15 not likely to be well but wick- 


J edly 
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The Dedication, 


b, edly uſed ; and the Account will be ren- 
| aer*dwith Grief and Horrour, when it 
ſhall be found that you have really ſtolen 
a great part of your Eſtates, by detraud- 
ing and over-reaching your BrethrcF, 
and hereby have done the greateſt wrong 
unto your ſelves. Let no Blot cleave to 
your Hands : Take clean Steps where- 
ever you go. He that works Righteoul: 
neſs and walks uprightly. walks ſurely, 
and ſhews the trueſt Wiſdom. Take 
heed of incurring the Curſe of the 
Lord., that is in the Honle of the 
-Wicked : Yalue the Bleſſing which is 
pon the Habitation-of the Ju 


If you are enriched with Righteoul- | 


neſs, Truth, and Mercy : If you be- 
have your ſelves holily, juſtly, unblame- 
ably wirh whomſoever you have to dead, 
by this means a Bleſſing will be upon what 
you have, and what you leave, and thole 
you leave it to, if they walk, in your 
Steps. Let thoſe Scriptures be written 
upon the fleſhy. Tables of your _— 
an 
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and ever recurring to your Remembrance, 
Lay up for your ſelves a Treafure in 
Heaven, - where neither Moth nor Ruſt 
doth corrupt, and where Thieves do 
not break through and ſteal : And, 
Riches profit not in the Day of Wrath, 
but Righteouſneſs delivereth from 
Death. The Gain of the whole World 
will profit no Man if his Soul be loſt 
for ever. ER... 


Ina Batiel Souldiers take care to be 
well armed. This World is really fight- 
ing againſt you, as well as the God of 
it, Have 0n the Shield of Faith in 
Chriſt, che Breaſt-plate of Love fo 
God, the Helmet of Hope, of a better 
World hereafter z theſe Weapons will be 
found mighty and effeftual for your ſafety, 
angyour gaining the Victory. 


" While you are in the World, there ave 
Plagues of ſeveral ſorts, that are very 


infectious, and that ſpread in all places; 


and the very beſt Churches are not out of 
danger 


The Dedication. 
danger of the Contagion. Tr concerns 
you never to be without an Antidote. 
And if this One Preicript of rhe Great 
Phyſician of Souls, Love not the World, 
be but minded and followed, the WOHd 
that ' paſſes away, bring undervalued, 
will be 'rhe leſs able .to infect and hurt 
yois, and your ſelves will be the better 
able to do the. Will of God, that you 
may abide for ever. | 


As for you, my dear and much re- 
ſpected Friends, whobeing affefted with 
the hearing of theſe following Sermons, 
your ſelves, did hope the Publiſhing of 
them might have ſome good effect upon 
- others; May it be according to your 
"  Befires and Hopes! And may you all be 
Wiſe Merchants! Heavenly Traders, 
and truly -wealthy, with durable Rickes 
and Righteoutnels ! 


| Teonclude this Addreſs to you the In-. 
hbabitants of London, and its Suburbs, - 
. withihis Wilh, That you may bave 10 
bk: C73. much. 
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The Dedication. 
much of the World as 3s beft for you?! 
That you may love it no more than it 
deſerves ! That you may do much good 
wit it | That you may be bleſſed with 
more enduring good T hings thar thole 
of the Worldare! And that you may be 
Fellow-citizens . with all Saints of the 
beſt of all Cities, which has Eternal 


Foundations, whoſe Builder and Maker 
is God! 


Your faithful Monitor, and 
Humble Servant for 
_ Jefus fake, 


Nathanael Vincent. 


ADVERTISE ME NT< 


Books Printed for Brabazon Aylmer, at 
the Three Pigeons in Qornhil. 


| HE Cure of Diſtractions 'in attend- 
ing upon God : In ſeveral Sermons 
| Preached from 1 Cor. 7. 35. That you may 
|- attend upon the Lord without DiſtraRion. 


H E- Perfe& Man in his Life and | 

| End. In a Funeral Diſcourſe upon | 1 

Pſal. 37. 37. Occaſioned by the Death of |;. .; 

k-4 thar Pattern in Uprightneſs Mr. Edward 
S Lawrence. 

Both by Nathaniel Vincent. 


1-6 


*/ LL TY 

_ OF FHE 

 [{ WORED 
CUE ED. 


——_—_— w______—_—_ 


_ 


1 JOHN 2. 19. former part. 
Love not the World, 


f Ln Chapter begins with a 
ſtrict Caution againſt $7. 

The worſ# evil upon Earth, 

and Hel! it ſe!f cannot ſhew a greater © 
B But 


2 CLCeove of theWorld Cured. 

But as bad as this Evil is; there IS a 
| Remedy to be found againſt it in the 
_} Goſpel; and this remedy is ſufficient 
/ and effectual. Jeſus Chriſt, whom 
the Goſpel reveals, is the Propitiation 
for the ſins of the whole World ;, and all 
that do believe in Him, whatever 
their Offences have been 3 have Him, 


who is the Righteous One; the Maker 


of their Peace, and their prevailing Ad- 
vocate with the Father. Such Believers 
abide in him ; they walk as He walk- 
eth ; and eſpecially they, yeild obedi- 
ence to that great command of 


pH Love. © 


The Apoſtle was very apprehen- 


> -five of the danger believers are in 


from Satan; who draws the moſt of 
Men to in, and by fin to Ruin. And 
he ſignifies that if rhe Word of God 
abige in them, they would hereby be- 
come ſtrong enough to withſtand and 
To overcome the Wicked One. 

And having thus caution d them 
againſt Sz and Satan, he admoniſhes 


>= them of their per!/ from this preſert 


World ; 


and enſnare the Hearts of Men; to 
attrat and draw their Aﬀettions, 
which *tis utterly unworthy to have 
beſtowed upon it. Now to wean and 


keep Hearts looſe from the World, - 


is that which the Apoſtle deſigns ; 
therefore with great plainneſs and 
authorityhe gives this Charge in the 
Text, Love net the World; for this 
Jove and the love of God are incon- 


ſiſtent, and cannot be in the fame 2 
heart together. 


_ Every one tha! has an ear ſhould 
hear what the Spirit ſpeaks totheChurches 
againſt the Love of the World. Bat a- 


las ! how fer! will hearken to it! 


Lord | who will indeed believe that this 


# really thy Command, Love not the T7 


World ! Mens love naturally "ans 
downward, towards the Earth and 
Earthly things, with a ſtrong and vis- 
lent current..> How mighty and mira- 
exlows muſt that Grace be ; which 
makes the Heart to flee from the World, 
and to be driven back from the pur- 


2 2 = 


Love of the World Cured, 9 ; 
World; which 1s very apt to bewitch'\ 
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4 Lowe of the World Cured. 


ſuit of it ; and cauſes the ffream of the 
Aff eftion tO 7447 upward, toward thoſe 
things wich are above | 

At the hearing of this Text, Love 
not the World; many may be ready 
to cry out, a5 the Diſci ples did when 
they were told, how hard 'tis for a 
Rich Man to enter into the King- 
dom of Heaven : Who then Can be ſav- 
ed? And truly ſince the Love of the 
World js ſo common in the Church it 
ſelf, 'ris a plain demonſtration that 
Salvation is. not {0 common a thing as 18 
commonly imagined. . Certainly few 


/ will be faved, few will enter into 
| life, and into that everlaſting King- 


dom that is above z for few mind Its 
or. ffrive to enter into it ; and unto 
This entrance, and unto the Salvation 
of vaſt multitudes, Love of the World 
is the grand obſtruftion and hin- 
Urance. | 


In the "Text there are two parti- | 


culars obſeryable, 


| bid 
' tha 
Lon 
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Here 1s a gyeat [do!, and that is the 
World. 


Here is thelWorſhip that is forbidden 


to be given to this Idol, and that is p. 


Love. 

1. Here is a great Idol, and that is 
the World: 'Tis the Idot of Thouſands 
and Millions ; even of the greateſt part 


of Mankind, and juſt groundthere is to. 


fear, that tis the idol of the greateſt 
part of the viſible Church of Cariſt. 
Where Pagan and Romiſh Idolatry is 
down, this Idol the World keeps up in 
the hearts of Men, and they are ſo 
many, that they are without num- 
ber. The Swn, the Aoon, the Hoſts 
of Heaven; though: they have been 


very much iaolized, yet nothing, near 
| fo much, nor by fo many, as thy World 


and the things of zr, 

2. Here is the Worf4p, that is for- 
bidden to be given to this Idol, and 
that 1s Zove. Our Lord rel!- us that 
Love is the firſ# and greal command. 
3 The higheſt degree of our |\.cove, 15 
q £be higheſt and moſt acceptabie W-: thip, 
B 3 which 


=— > me 


6 Leue of the World Cured, 
which God requires ſhould be given 
to Himſelf. Now to ſee this love 
miſplaced upon the World, which 1s 
ſo vain, ſo evil, it muſt needs provoke 
him unto jealouſie. 


The Dcqrine which I raiſe from 


the words is this ; The Love of None 


\_ ſhould be ſet upon this preſent World. 


\ 1 
F | 


W hat ſhould be, Is one thing ; what #y 
is generally quite and clean the con- 
trary. The World conjures and keeps 
the hearts of moſt alive, within tits 
own Circle ; but 'tis their fault and 
folly to be thus confined. There are 
three things which are to be denied 
to the World ; our Faith, our Hope, 
and our Love, Our tr#ſt ſhould nof 
be placed z It, we ſhould expett no 
great matter fromit, and by no means 
ſhonld we caff away our /ove upon it. 
By Faith the World ſhould be overcome ; 
Our Hope ſhould be of rhings unſeen ; 
and ear Love ſhould be _ far above 
all things here below. 


things 


/ Jo then be riſen with Chriſt; ſeek thoſe 


So 2 £E, 6% CEE en Sag foe 


Love of the World Cured, +5 


' things which are above, where He ſits at 


the right hand of God ; ſet your aſfeftion 
on things above, not on things that are on 


earth. 


In the handling of this DuCtrine, ! 
ſhall 

Firſt, Give you a deſcription of the 
World, and a kind of ap of zt, out - 
of the Word of God, 

Secondly, Shew you what that Love 
of the World is which is forbid- + 
den. g- 

Thirdly, Demonſtrate how #1- 


\ reaſonable it is, that the World ſhould -/ 
' have the love of any ſet upon it. 


Fourthly, Make Application. 


In the Firſt place I am to deſcribs 
the World to you, that you may the 
better underſtand it ; and withal un- 


derſtand how little reaſon you have to }. } 


be 7 love with it. 
1. The World though at firſt was 
created very good , by ſins entring into it 
has loſt its glory. Man who was made 
B 4. 


"tn this lower creation, 


$8 TLovwetothe World Cured. 


to have dominien over the Creatures, 


—- was at firit made upright ; and while 


he kept his firſt eſtate ; and continued 
in his primitive righteonſneſs and 1n- 
tegrity, there was a beauty and. order 
There was no- 
. thing at all amiſs or defective in the 
7 Creators workmanſhip, Ger. 1. 31. 
When God had finiſhed the work of 
Creation, and reviewed the whole ; 
he ſaw every thing that he bad made, 
and behold it was very good; and the 
_—_ and the morning was the ſixth 
ay: 

But what ſad work did ſin. make 
when it got into the World ! how 
did it marr and ſully what the Lord 
had made excellent ; The Apoſtle tells 
that the Creatures are a great means 
; tO bring us to the knowledge of God 
| whoſe Creatures they are; Rom. 1. 


20. For the inviſible things of Him from | 


the Creation of the world, are Clearly 


ſeen being nnderſioad by the things that 


are made, even hu eternal powe! and | 
Godhead, But how apt are the Crea- 


tures 


Lewe tothe World Cured, 9g 


tures to confine the minds of men ; | | 


and While they buſie themſelves fo - 
much about theſe, the Creator is not 
minded, his Godhead 1s neglected, 
his Power contemned, We read Pſal. 
19. 1. The Heavens deciare the glory 
of God, and the firmament ſheweth his 
handy work, But Sin hath made the 
Luminaries of Heaven to be admired 
and worſhipped, and ſo the God that ) 
above has been denied,Fob 31.28, Herein 
lay the beauty of the World, that God | 
was viſible and ſeen to be glorious, in \\ 
the whole frame and parts of it ; but 
that beauty as to falen man is gone ; 


the Creature inſtead of declaring the 


glory of God to 1an,rather obſcures \ 
and hides it from his eyes; inſtead / 
of leading the heart up to him, it 
rather leads the heart of man away | 
from him : Iherefore natural men 
are ſaid to be dfzo & udp withor 
God in the World, Eph. 2. 12. The 
World interpoſes between God and 


them ; and aljenates and eſtranges 


their minds from him. 
B. 5 2. The 


\ 


} 


10 Loveof the World Cnred. 
_ 2. The World & a darkplace, 2 Pet. y 
t. 19. We have alſo a more ſure word of C 
Propheſte,whereunto ye do well that ye give | | 
heed as unto a light that ſhines tn a dark », 


place, until the day dawn, and the day- j 
tar ariſe in your hearts. All Nations c 

of the Earth till viſited with the day- 1 
| ſpring from on high, have a dark veil el 
Ef — of Ignorance upon them. We read b 
't- AJTſa. 25.7. Of the faceof a covering caſt fr 
over all people, and a weil ſpread over all h 
Nations. The World deſerves to be #6 
called not onely the Region of Dark- oo 
neſs ; bat of the ſhadow of Death too; + 
to ſhew how deadly and deſtruttive ww. 
their zgnorance will prove, if they 
live and dye therein. The Apoſtle #; 
. Apeaks of the darkneſs of this World ; th, 
of which evil and apoſtate powers are th 
the rulers, How does the Prince of | p, 
darkneſs, work in the dark even what | th, 
he pleaſes ! 65 Þ 
Ig In this dark place how few do/ee } in; 
| of God! have any ſenſe or awe of Him © nj 


——___—— 


upon their Spirits! 2 Job. v. 11. Be | th 
toved follow ns that which is evil but that | g0 
which 


p— 
* , 
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{ £00n in thedark, and in the unfruit- 


Love of the IVorld Cured, 11 


which #s good; he that doeth good 1s of 
God: he that doth evil hath not ſeen God- 
How few do underſtand the things 
which belong to their peace! Fernſalem * 
it ſelf is wept over by our Lord, be- \ 


cauſe in the dark as to theſe matters, _ 


Luke 19. 42. If thou hadſt known even 
thou at leaſt in this day the things that 
belong to thy peace | but now they are hid 

rom thine eyes. In this dark place 
how few do fiad the narrow path, or 
ſee to the end of the broad way | Mat. 
7.13, I4+. Enter ye in at the ſtrait gate; 
for. wide is the gate, and broad 1s the 
way, that leadeth to deſtruttion;, and 
many there be that go in thereat ;, becauſe 
ſtrait is the rate and narrow is the way 
that leadeth unto life, and few there be 
that find it, The Lord compaſſes the 
paths of men, and 1s acquainted with al 
therr wayes, Death is juſt betore them, 


| and Hell follows with it . Time 1s draw- 


Ing to an end, and then comes Erer- 


7 'nity : yet moſt are fo in the dark, _- 


that none of this is perceived. They 


fyl 
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— and ſo becomes vexaticn of ſpirit. 


L owe of the World Cured, 


ful works of Darkneſs, and know 


_Not what they are doing, nor whi- 
ther they are going; Prov. 4. 19.The. 


way of the wicked 15 as darkneſs, they 
know not at what they ſtumble ; and at 
length they fall into deſtruction, and 
the blacknels of darkneſs-for ever. 

3. The World is ſubjett ro vanity, 
Rom. 
8, 20. Thecreatire was made ſubject tO 
vanity not willingly, but by reaſon of him 
who hath ſubjetted the ſame, The whole 
Creation groaning and. travailiag in 
pain together, may cry out Fye upon 


'F -»-21an, for this ſubjection unto vanity. 


That wile and wealthy King of Iſrael; 
Solomon, who had ſo much of 'the 
World,that he could not deſire more; 


\ he did extraQt the utmoſt which was 
| to be foundin it ; and what he found 


In it, he himſelf does inform us, Eccl. 
1. 2. Vanityof Vanities faith the Prea- 
cher, vanity of vanities, all s vaiiity. He 
that had all worldly things in the 


, height, ſays they are vamty in the 
| — keight ; and. not ſo much as one thing 


that 


& Way As an Eagle towards heaven, 


linſtead of ſheilding, 


Love of the World Curcd, x3 
that this World can ſhew, is to be 


This vain World raiſes hope highs. 


and then fruſtrares it ; and this is mat- 
ter of great vexation. Great mat- 
ters are expected from the World 


' while at a diſtance, and before we _ 
- come to poſleſs it ; ſtrange kind of 
| felicity and contentment is imagined 


' therein : but when what we have in 
' our eye and hope, we attain to the 
enjoyment of ; Alas ! pro theſauro car- 


' bones ;, We find 1t to fall many many 
; degrees ſhort of what we 


tancied. 
'L-his vain World does vex the men 
of it ; for it ſees to be ſakſtance but 
really z nt. Prov. 23. 5- Walt thou ſet 
thine eyes upon that which is not ? For 
47iches take to themſelves wings and fly a- 
| This 
\ World i is truſted in for ſecurity, but 
1'tis found only a Caſtle in theair; and 
does rather cx- 


ipoſe to danger. "Prijos 18. 11. Fhe 


Urich mans wealth is his ſtrong city, and 


an high wall 32. his own conceit. Fle 
, COHcents. 
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conceits it to be ſo, bat it may vex e- + B 
very vein of the heart of him ; when and 
by {ad experience, he finds it no ſuch mix 
matter. joy - 

4: The World z under a Curſe. As ſed | 
ſoon as ever Man fell into Sin, he fe!l ſhalt 
under the Curſe ; and the Ground it thy 


I. - ſelf was caſed for mans ſake, Gen. 3. the | 


17. Curſed t the ground for thy ſake, in land 
ſorrow ſhalt thuu eat of it all the days of flack 
thy life. And not only the element of whe; 
Earth, but Air, and Fire, and Wa- be w 
ter, are all curſed to the Children of | ſend 
Men for Sins ſake ; how much harm rebui 
do they by theſe !! How much harm do #* 
may be done by theſe to them! The \quici 
Curſe is upon all men in their natural * cby 
Statez Gal. 3. 10. Curſed 5 every one Ae. 
that continueth not in all things which are | T 
written #1 the back of the Lawv to do them. *tO Vv 
And natural Men being car{ed and pol- *IN 47 
Iuted, all things that they have are 499%; 
curſed and impure to them Tit. 1.15, them 
To them that are defiled and unbelieving and 
Zs nothing pre ; and what 1s impure Can- Itheit 
net be bleſſed to thems tht C7 
Behold 4 
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x e- + Behold how the Curſe cleaves unto 
then and follows the diſobedient, and - 
ſuch jmixes.it ſelf with whatſover they en- 
joy 3 Demt. 28. 16, I7, 18, 19. Cur- 
| As ;fed ſhalt thou be in the City, and curſed 
> fell ſhalt thou be in the field ;, curſed ſhall be 
1d it thy baiket and thy ſtore ;, curſed ſhall be 
}. 3. 'the fruit of thy body, and the fruit of thy 
-y in land, the increaſe of thy kine, and the 
ys of flocks of thy ſheep ;, curſed ſhalt thou be 
at of when thou comeſt in, and curſex ſhalt thou 
Wia- be when thou goeſt out. The Lord ſhall © 
n of | ſend upon thee curſing aud vexation and 
arm rebuke in all that thou ſetteſt thy hand to 
arm do until thou be- deſtroyed, and periſh 
The quickly, becauſe of the wickedneſs of 
-ural © thy doings whereby thou haſt forſaken 
y one Ae. 
) ave} The thingsof the World are given 
hem. *to wicked and worldly-minded men 
yol- [510 anger, they take occalion hereby to 
are abound 12 ſia , for their Luſts have 
15, #hem, and what they bave at command z 
Ving and hereupon Divine diſpleaſirre, ard 
can- their own Wo is increaſed. logo with 
. s curſe at the laſt day into everlaſting 
hold 3 | fire, 
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fire, will be terrible; and truly at pre-: 
ſent Tis very ſad to go with a Curſe to: 
ones Trade, to ones Houſe, to ones ledgt 
Buſineſs,to ones Bed,to ones T able. "Tis rule: 
very dreadful to have that Scripture is {7 
take hold of any one, Rom. II. 9. Let mſi 
their table be made a ſnare, and a trap, be al 
and a ftumbling.block,, and a recompence Job 1 
to them. ' a ſuc 

5- The World is that which the EF- bov! 
vil Ones the Godof ;, ſo Satan is called plent 


" 2 Cor. 4. 4. In whom the God of this F- 


world hath blinded the minds of them that  worl 
believe not, leſt the light of the glorious gait 
goſpel of Feſus. Chriſt ſhould ſhine into dell 
them. Although Satan did ſpeak ro2 | hea 


thold!y and peremptorily, and falſly too, took 
'in ſpeaking fo univerſally to our Lord | ſho 


2 
oE? 
| cn} 
_ 


Jeſus, Luk. 4. 6. All this power will I: 
give thee, and the. glory of them; for 
that is delivered unto me,- and. to whom | of | 
foever 1 will I giveit ; yet there may | J" 
be ſomething of Truth, in what he | 


x IO IRE i 4 


fayes; for if all had been utterly | He 
falſe, and Satan could have given #o- } tt 
thing of what he ofer'd, where had | &! 


been 


Ones 
Tis 
ture 
Let 
trap, 
ence 
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E pre-: been the force and ſirength of his Temp- ! ,/ 
ſe to: 


tation ? It muſt be indeed acknow- 
ledged, that the Lords Kingdom 
rules over all; and that Satans power 
is I;-wted ;, but yet through Dzvne per- 
ziſſion ; the things of the World may 
be at Satans diſpoſal. As he ſtripe holy 
Fob naked of the good thirgs he had, of 


' a ſudden; {ſo if he have leave from a- 


bove, he may furniſh the wicked with 
plenty and abundance. 
He may eratifie the Ambzitrows with 
worldly greatneſs, the Covetous with 
ain, and the Yoluptuors with ſenſual 
delights. As Satan put it rmto the 
heart of Judas to betray Chriſt, ſo he 
zook care that the thirty pieces of ſilver 
ſhould be brought him, to make him 
turn Traytor indeed | 
The World being thus in the hands 
of the Devil, and he the Przxce of it 3. 
Foh. 12. 31. the World becomes more 
dangerous unto the children of men. / 
He can ſet it ff with preat advantage, 


that it may be the more alluring and _ 


enticing. Satan with great ſubtlety aP- 
ples 
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Arendt. o4 . \ 
£ 
A 
» 


+ 
; © & 


plies himſelf to the various tempers and HOW 
bumotrs and inclinations of Men. How:out of 
does he magnifie preferment and ap- 9&9. 
Plauſe, and earthly Grandeur to the Enen 
Proud ! How does he paint forth the may 
pleaſures of Senſe to thoſe who are ſo kind 


brutiſh to admire them ! What grati- 
hes the Ear, the Touch, the Taſte ; 
ſhall not want a moſt extravagant com- 
mending, as if theſe lower pleaſures were 
a perfect Paradiſe. And if he has to 


do with thoſe that are lovers of world- 
ly wealth, how does he make ſilver and | 
' gold to gliſter in their eyes! This 
God of the World is not wanting to 
/ Put a varniſh upon the things of the | 
; World, that he may delude and de- 
| ceive thoſe whoſe hearts are inconſi- 
derate and fooliſh and naturally prone ' 


to decelve themſelves. 
It ſhould debaſe the World in the 


6. 


whic 
ver\ 
whc 
his 


thoughts of all, to conſider, that ?tis * 
Satans great Engine whereby he keeps | 


up bus Kingdem, and carries on his de- 
ſtruttive deſigns againſt the Souls of 
Men, Here 15 need of great Caution: 
How 


trees on) Rb 4 et TEINS: 


V1lid 
2O, 
ths 
and 
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ers and How bad is it to have what y ou have 

How ont of the Devils hand, 'Ex9por «ves 
1d ap- Jes. As the Kiſſes, ſo the Gifts of 
o the Enemies are deceitful ; whatever Satan 
ch the may pretend, he does not intend real 
Ire ſo kindneſs to any but ruin. 


2rati- 
aſte : 
' COMtn 
were 
iS to 
orld- 
* and 
This. 
2 to 
the 
de- 

nit 

ONE | 


6. The World is the pitiful portzon 
which fools do chuſe : That Man did © 
very well deſerve to be called a foo!, 
who minded nothing but the filling of 
his Barns and Belly ; and making pro- | 
viſion for this preſent life : Luk. 12. 
20, 21. But God ſaid to him, Thou fool, 
this night thy ſoul ſhall be required of thee 
and then whoſe ſhall thoſe things be which 
thou haſt provided? So # he that layeth 
up treaſure for himſelf, and us not rich 
towards God. Holy David was wile 
in deſiring, that his ſoul might be deli- 
vered from the hand of the wicked, and 


' from being of their mind, Who minded _- 
 onely a portion in this life ; Pſal. 17. © 
: 13, 14. Themſelves muſt be for ever; 
| their portion can be enjoyed, and laſf 
| but for 4 moment. Therefore they 
; muſt needs be for ever deſtitute and poor 


their 
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and miſerable. Our Lord denounces a cellity 
Wo to the rich, for they have received thoſe 
their conſolation, Luk. 6. Ts - hes 7* 
Conſolation it ſelf is but ſorry; and{4efilm 
quickly ends; and then their endleſs #49 
Wo begins. | 2 Pel 
If a Man had a Pearl in his Poſleſſi. /c4p*5 
on that were worth thouſands; and the kz 
like Cleopatra ſhould diſſolve it, and 7 eſus 
drink it down at one draus ht, and there! 
leave himſelf nothing to tive on ; this. worſe 
would be a piece of folly that all would | IDLE 
blame. If one born to, and in poſ.| calle 
ſeſlion of a great Eſtate, ſhonld fel} 977% 
ant waſte it alli» one Weeks Riot ; and ' muck 
become, and live a beggar tor many The! 
years after ; ſuch groſs snconſiderateneſs | £194 
every one would Cenſure : Bat this , * T 
is but ſmall fooliſhnefs to that of the | #4 * 
 worldly-minded, who regard onely |} 74 
\ their /iving, as they count well, far a | 479 
' few years;hut are utterly regardleſs what Het 
becomes of them for ever. That 'Man | Ply 
muſt needs be granted void of under- | WN* 
ſtanding 3 who though he muſt of ne | Þ* | 
ceſſiry: 4 3) 


Pye 
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nces aceſlity be to eternity, yet .minds -onely 
-eved thoſe things that are Temporal. 
[heir 7- The World is of polluting and 
and{defiling natures We read of the 
dleſg/ wdouars T4 95wus pollutions of the world, 
2 Pet. 2. 20. For if after they have e- 
Tefſi..ſcaped the poliutions of the world through 
and the knowledge of the Lord and Saviour 
and Jeſus Chriſt, they are again entangled 
and therein, and overcome ; the later end ts 
this  Porſe with them than the beginning. The 
2uld.; things of the World deſerve to be 
poſ. | called irritamenta malorum, the great 
ej}: 7rritations and provecations t0 evil ; how 
and | Much wickedneſs are they occaſion of ! / 
any There ls much of evil in a vehement in- 
zeſs  clination,and reſolution to get the world, 
his. 1 Tim. 6. 9. They that will be rich, 
he | fall into temptation and a ſnare and into 
Iy | 72any fooliſh and hurtful luſts, which 
- 2 | drown men in deſiruftion and perdition. 
at {| Hethat peremptorily reſolves if poſſi- - 
an | bly he can, to be a man of Eſtate, 


r- | what wickedneſs almoſt is there that . 


@ | he will not venture upon, that he 
-y- | may obtain what he deſigns? Neither 
4-0 There 
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fear of Hell, nor hope of Heaven ſhall 8, 
hinder himin what he is purſuing after, Chri/ 
| There is a deal of Sin in the keeping?9 the 
\ of the world, when God calls to dio 7 
' ſtribute and communicate ; but an nn.Ofte1: 
charitable heart makes a cloſe fiſt; anq4* *! 
though all has been received from Godjeud v5 
yet tle or nothing is given forth for#tes, 
_ bs ſake. And how do men load them-94 
ſelves with Sin, when they reſolve to&artl 
fecnre the World and hold that faſt ,*4ke 
thongh it ſtand in competition with®Nd t 
Chriſt, and they make ſhipwrackof fairh\ſ127! * 
and of a goed Conſcience! There is Sinf181 \ 
alfo in the «ſmg of the world, becauſe(02 ! 
"tis fo apt to be abuſed ; proviſion being Apoſl 
made hereby for the fleſh to fulfil the luſts,* #* 
thereof. The Apoſtle plainly intimates92%* /* 
that they who have dealings in the®* 7% 
World, are very prone to be _—_—_— 
Tled in the affairs of it, and to be ſpore 
ted and defiled by it. Therefore hej1®: } 
tells us, that pure religion and undefiled #14 b 
before God and'the Father is this to beep wa 
our ſelves anſpotted from the World, Jam. F*00® 
2%, ; 
8. The 


We 


 ſhaii 8. The World is a great Enemy to 
fter. Chriſt and Souls. It makes mer enemies 
ceping?o the Croſ's of Chriſt, Phil, 3. 18, 19. 
to djFor many walk of whom I have told you 
n nn.#ften, and now tell you weeping, that they 
 and4re enemies tothe C reſs of Chriſt ;, whoſe 
Godjeud 5 deſtruction, whoſe God ts their Bel- 
b forties, whoſe glory 1s their ſhame, and who 
hem.2nind earthly things. They who mind 
re togcarthly things, are moſt anwilling to 


faſt Fake up the Croſs and follow Chriſt; 


withand they will ot comply with the de- 

fairhſign of C brift in his Crucifixion ; his de- 
: Ginfign was to reduce and bring back to 
-anſe/God the fallen Sons of Men, who had 
being Apoſtatized and departed from him 
Iufts," Pet. 3. 18. For Chriſt alſo ſuffered 
ates 92ce for ſins, the juſt for the unjuſt, that 
thee 12ht bring 4to God. Now that we 

tan may be received by him, we muft 
ſpor-(Come ont fromthe world, 2 Cor. 6. 17, 
hell. Wherefore come ont from among them 
filed\#4 be ye ſeparate ſaith the Lord, and 
beep ouch not the unclean thing, and T will 
am. Jecerve you, ana will be a Father to you, 
7 and 


The | 
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+ Wak; Fob 1. 7, When the Lord fai 
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and ye ſhall be my Sons and daughter} 


ſaith the Lord Almighty. | 
The young man in the Goſpel 77 


treaſure in heaven; becauſe his gre 
poſſeſſions had his greateſt love, and thi 
higheſt place in his heart. This enemy 


Mammon; how many does he hinder i 


from coming to the Lord Jeſus at. thy 
call of the Goſpel! and when they 
have begun to come, how many hai 
He drawn back from following him! 
The world being thus an Enemy to 
the Saviour of Souls; and hindring 
the acceptance of Salvation z muff 
necds be an Enemy to Souls themſelves, 
Millions of Souls have been loſt, that 
this world might be gained. ; 

9. The World is the very Suburb; 
of Hell it ſelf. Tis a place far off fron 
Heaven, and bordering upon Deſtrus 
Ction. The Men of the World are 
continually upon the. bottomleſs Pt 
brink, and are In perpetual danger 0 
falling intoit: The World is Sata 


unto 


un' 


g71 | 


hu back, upon Chriſt, and ſlighted q y, 


lan 
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wghtert. \ito Satan, F rom whence comeſft thou ? 
,{ He anſwered, From going to and fre 
' jn the earth, and from walking up and 


Y down init. The Apoſtle ſignifies the 


1] turn 


rhted 


3 gre 
nd th 
enemy 


hindey 
at. ths 
n they 
ny ha 
him! 
my to 
1dring 

muſt 
ſelves, 
» that 


Wicked Men "Y are 'the':fondlea 


ſame, 1 Pet. 5. 8 Be ſober, be vigh- 
lant, becauſe your adverſary the Devil 
walketh about like a roaring Lion, ſeek- 
3ng whom he may devour. And how. 


many do become hi prey © Here it is that* * 


the Veſſels of wrath are fitted for defiru- 
ftion ;, by filing up the meaſure of their 
Imquities.” L 
The World is indeed the Saints 
Slanghter-houſe, though 'tis not worthy 
of them, Heb. 11, 36, 37, 38. The 
faithful worthies there ſpoken of, hed 


trial of cruel mackings and ſcourgings,yee 


| moreover of bonds and impriſonments 
| they were ſtoned, they were ſawn aſunder, 


were tempted;\were ſlain with the Sword 


| they wandred abont in ſheep Skins and goat 
' Shins, being' deſtitute, affiifted, torment= 


ed; of whom the world was not worthy ; 
they wandred 1a deſerts and in munntainsy 
in dens and caves of the earth. And 


” darl- 
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FINAL « darlings of the: World ; are herehbj yt 
Wil | _ but the. more expoſed to Satan.;. anf yet 
Wilt further din the broad road which lead © x 
to perd:ition. They are ſtupid and ſenk wa: 
leſs and ſpiritually dead while they liyf wit 
in the world; and within a ſhotf the 
time they are chaſed out of the worlſ. not 
thougb loth to depart; and are ſeize} are 
- - by temporal and eternal death toge an. 
ther. | 
ro. The World is that which Thou th: 
ſands are continually going out of, an lar 
© the faſhion of it paſſeth away. Dayes it or 
. this world.which man has to live, ar - ey, 
but few, Job 14. 1. Jan that x born din 
' & Woman ts of few days and full of troublei ce: 
Scealſo 7ob 4. 19, 20. Man dwells ii co 
an Flouſe of elay whoſe fomndation if 
the duſt, and is cruſhed before the moth 
They are deſtroyed from morning to eve 
- 3mo,, they ms for ever without any re} . gy 
gerding it. ' All do periſh for ever i - 9; 
as tobe cut off from the world, with} . w 
out hopes of ever returning to it af ne 
gain ; thovgh moſt do periſh for eve H 
' $00 in- «norber ſenſe, being puniſhed 
| WIC 
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 berely. with the deſtrudion that is eternal ; 
15.28 yet few do: lay this to heart. 
chlead © Death is continually ſweeping a- 
d ſeni -way the inhabitants of this world 
ey li, with the beſom of deſtruction. In all 
a ſhot the four parts of the world perhaps 
WOTrY. not above four or five or a few more, 
 Rizef are to be found alive ; that were born 
L089. an- hundred years ago. Among the 
; . Ancient Romans, they had ſome Games 
Thea that were called Ludi ſeculares, Secu- 
fs and lar Games 3 Which were celebrated 
IeS1 ſome ſay every three hundred, ſome 
©, rf every hundred and ten ; - others: once 
borns. jn an hundred years. And before the 
rouble; celebration of them, it uſed to be 
ells ; cryed : 


: Us zh Venite ad lndos quos nemo mortalinm 
10th wvidit, neque viſurus eſt. 
eve Come to thoſe Games which - Vo 


1) 70} .. owrtal man alwve ever-ſaw, or will ſee a . 


Er { gain. Every hundred years how is the BO ; 
witlh - world emptied of the former 3-antid ; :» 


It new dwellers come in their room. 
[eve Here is no - continuing city z nay-the 
tſhed world it elf will ſhortly be conſumed, 
witt Gy: <2 Fer 
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2 Pet. 3. 7. But the heavens and th 
earth which are now, by the ſame wor Int 
| are kept in ſtore, reſerved unto fire, ayou W 
gainſt the day of judgment, and perdhin the * 
_ Zion of ungodly men. And lince here if{ary) 
no continuing City, what ſerious ſeehnſuall 
ing (ſhould there be of one that ts to comtjand 0 
Heb. 13. 14. Even that city that hay never 
firm and everlaſting foundations whoſt wild 
bullder and maker # God ! | Heb. 11) Duty 
LO. I. 
n theſe particulars I have given} whic 
you, Yeram & accuratam totins Orbul "Tis 
rerrarum Tabnlam, a Irue and Accu-} rega 
rate Map of the whole World, You} Omn 
may ſee what 4 in it ; you may look to} affet 
the end of it. *Tis full of vanity and} the 
trouble, and lies in wickedneſs. All} and 
that love it are blinded and deceived} jud; 
by it; and muſt quickly leave what} the: 
— they love; and then themſelves will} app 
be forced to acknowledge, that inj of 
Wi _ chufing the world they made a very} pet: 
it -' 3 choice, and that this Charge, Love} the 
| mot the world was but needfnl, We 


% 
_ 


In 


4. 
and th 


76 wor In the Second place I am to ſhew 
rey dyou what that loue.of the world is, which 
per 4 b:77 the Text t5 forbidden : This IS neceſ- 
ere ifary, becauſe Love of the world is 


us ſechnſually called by extenuating names ; 


0 comjand many will plead for it, though 
it hagnever ſo ſinful; as if it were their 
' Whoſd wiſdom; and in ſome reſpects their 
. 11] Duty to harbour it. | 

: 1. Love of the world is forbidden 
PIVen 
Orbis. 'Tis an obſervation which in divers 


& 


\ccu-| regards has a great deal of truth in it, 
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| which blindes and perverts the judgment. - 


You! Omne perit gudicium, cum res tranſit in. * 


ok tol offeftum. Vehement. affettion bribes 
and} the judgment to give a wrong dictate 
| All} and determination. Such a perverted 
Ived} judgment you. find Pſal. 49. 13. This 
hat} their way 1s their folly, yet their poſterity 
will} approve their ſayings. The heaping up 


Inf of Wealth and endeavouring to per- . 


very} petnate their names, they judged to be 
Dvel their greateſt wiſdom; andthough this 


lowed after were of the ſame mind. 
C 3 Like- 


was their folly, yet thoſe that fol- E: 


EA A ROI rac SA 0, 
2 __ - 4 — aw 
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ſerit-world cannot but. be —_ 
; y-. 
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Likewiſe ver. 18. Whilſt he lived he 
bleſſed his Soul, and men will praiſe thee 


when thou doſt well to thy ſelf. The: 


zudgment of the worldly and wealthy 


man is ſo blinded, that he thinks his | 


fſout bleſſed, and himſelf moſt happy , 
when his heaps of riches are greateſt ; 
and fooliſh and 1njudicious ones are 


ready to applaud: him, as if gerting- 


zmech of the World wete doing moſt» good 
to ones ſelf. 
.Love of the world moſt. wickedly 


_  Prevails, when it turns the- light that 


# itn #4 into darkneſs; ſo that we are 


| * not able to diſcern any thing better than 
F theſe worldly enjoyments: when it turns 
, the mind zrfidel; the other world is 
!| Jookt. upon with a ſfirange eye. and © 
' connted: matter rather of der:/ior than 


deſire, and-little credit is -given to 
that ſupernatural and moſt certain: 
Revelation, 277m. 1. 10. Chriſt our 
Saviour has appeared, and has aboliſhed 


denth, and has brought life and immor- 


zality to light by the Goſpel. This pre- 
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if-it be indeed believed. Now love. 


| to this world is frong indeed, when It 1 
baniſyes faith ; and the Goſpel it. ſelf © 


ſhall be gae/itoned, and by many denied, 
that earthly things may more eagerly © 3 
and delightfully be purſued. *. 

2. Love of the world'is forbidden, 
which /*upifies the- Conſcience, ſo that - 
it exerciſes no Authority nor canſes 
any reſtraint ; and whatever 1s done, 
as long as 'tis gainfal, Conſcience has 
no remorſe at all. Coveting after the - 
wealth and pleaſures of the worlkdy \ : 
will tupify the Conſcience almoſt: as? \ "Y 


language of that Epicure, Luk. 12: 
19. Scul take thine eaſe, eat, drink and 


be merry, thou haſt goods laid up for ma- 
ny years, plainly manifeſted, that dot-" 


319 upon his great eftate, and carnal ;- 


delights, had caſt his Conſcience in» 
to a dead, and indeed in a deadly 


ſleep; 


© How many go up and down, fay- 
ing, Who will ſhew us any good ? 
C a 


4 the. 


by the revelation of a better world ; 3 


ſoon. as any ſin whatſoever. © The* + 


And — 
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'he good things of the World they con- 
.lude to, be beſ?, and are the onely 
ings which they inquire after ; 
«ft This diligent inquiry, Conſcience 
ves them not the leaſt check, nor 
hides them for their being ſo much 
aken with lying vanities ; Neither 
-0es It all #pbraid them for their zeg- 
# of God, of Chriſt, their Soul, their 
ty, and of a laſting treaſure in Hea- 


gh z -ray has the higheſt place in 


oniciences under its fect ! | 
: 3. Loveof the world is forbidden 
Which overcharges the heart with care 


about it. Our Lord gives a caution 


heed leaſt at any time your hearts be 0- 
vercharged with ſurfeiting and drunken- 
' meſs, and the cares of thus life, and fo 
that day come upon you unawares. Thele: 
cares do Bagurar overburtheu and dee 
preſs the Souls. of men, ſo that they 


and. 


bo .-What a Monopoly has the world. 
FF} gotten of the hearts and affeCtions of 
tf 4ach men! Certainly the world is very 


{ __ their hearts;ſince it has thus got their. 
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againſt this care, Zuk. 21. 34, Take 
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fink into thisearth ;, and all their ſol- 
licitouſneſs-is about earthly things, 


{ how they may be obtained and ſe- 


cured; they ſtick faſt in the thick clay 
with which they /oad themſelves and 
look no farther. 'Tis very ill when 


| care and trouble about many things 


cauſes a careleſneſs, and neglett of the 
ene thing that is neeaful ; and Marth 
is lookt upon as a wiſer woman than 
Mary. | 

This overchargirg Care is altoge- 
ther needleſs, for the Lord himſelf cares 
for thoſe who caſt their care on him ; 
1 Pet.5.7. Caſting all your care upon him, 
for he Cares for you. He gives us leave, 
nay requires us, to eaſe our ſelves of 
the whole barthen of our Cares, by caſt- 
ing it upon Him ; and h:s Care how 
ſignificant, ſecuring, and beneficial will 
it be fonnd ! And as this overcharg- 
ing care is needleſs, fo 'tis hurtful, for 
*tis a great hindrance to our trueſt 


and moſt real profit and advantage. 


This care makes the word unprofitable, 
and the hearers of it unfruitful, or if 
GC g* fome- . 
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ſome-fruit be brought forth, ?tis his- 
deed from ripening ſo, as:t0 be accept- 
able ; Luk. 8. 14. And that which fell 
ainong thorns, are theyy. which when they 
have heard the-word go forthy. and are 
choked with cares and riches and plea» 


.* »ſurerof this life, and bring forth no fruit 


to perfettion. SO much care and con- | 
cernedneſs about the World, ſhews 


- >the hearts /ove to it, and that *tis roo 


much taken with it. 

4. Loveof theWorld is forbidden, 
which makes it to be dcfired and choſen 
' #ather than the grace of God, and glory 
in the World to come. Lovers of the 
world mind not what the grace of God 
bas appeared toteach them, Lit. 2.11, 
12. For the Grace of God which bring- 
eth Salvation hath appeared unto all men, 
teaching that denying ungoalineſs and 


| = worldly lufts we ſhould live ſoberly,righte- 


oufly and godly in this preſent world. 
Thovgh we live in the world, worldly 
Iuſts-are to be denied ;, we muſt deny to 
- barbour. them, we muſt deny to fulfil 
and: gratife them ;, but theſe worldly 
EL +. ke 9: ng 


benefits of Chriſt, waſhing, ſanEificati- 


; lo /afe and laſting IS a poor thing with 
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deſires and inclinations wholly ſway / ] 
the worlds lovers 4 they contemn th * 


ou," juſtefication in his name, and by hit 
ſpirit., and a treaſure in heaven,though 


them, in compariſon of aneartbly trea= 5? 
ſure, though meth and ruſt can corrapt \ 
it, and theives can break, thorow 'and | 
ſteal it away ; Mat, 6.19, 20. © 
Love of the world: -rules in; the 
hearts of Men, when things ſenſible -*-1 
and viſible, as moſt ſuitable Rnd beſt Ta 
for them; are-made choice of.” Conj- 
munion with God and his Sor Chriſt 
Feſus, the riches of his Grace, and'*an 
eternal weight of Glory, are look't up- 
on as:meer reakk and farcy by thoſe 
whom love of the world has befool'4:. : 
Worldly Comforts and Enjoyments : 
they, they. are-preferr'd' ahd eſteertnd / 3 
as having'/the moſt ſolid and ſubſtanriak\, 
goodneſs in them, * * ** 
' Thus while a worldly heart dogg 
hold falſe Scales, how. are. vanities" 0: -.; 
RE yervalueg” 


on 
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.; Vervalued as if they were for worth 
©" the weightieſt things. _ 

_ An Excellent 24an 'in his Poetical 
Fragments, Tpeaks thus to our preſent 
purpoſe. ZM- 


When Fleſh was mecebing Ga pat ti 7 
Thy Love and the Eternal Crown, 
Ap (rainſt @ Feather anda Sin; ' (down. 
ng ez thought theſe weigh a Thee 
Tt bad been wiſer to have thought, 
. The Earthss weigh'd down by a Fly, | 
 ThantoPrefer 4 rbing of nought 
Before the Love of Gad moſ Pigs. 


But. thus ſenſeleſs - and- Gttiſh. all 
S —qaworldlings are. That was the lan- 
- - guage of One born from above, . P/al. 
"73. 25- Whom have 1 in. heaven but 
Thee, and there is none on earth, that, I 
deſire beſides Thee. -The Janguagy of 
the /over of the world 5s quite:CONtETAry; 
'{ at 15 there in Heaven that 1 count 

= awarth zny minding | and there 3s nothing 
| 2&o a Sarth but carthly thiffes, which f de- 

Fo, | res 
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fire; and many dayes, that I may have 
a long enjoyment of them ! 

5- Love of the world is forbidden, 
which cauſes the greateſt fear leſt the 
world ſhould be loſt, and the greateſt erief 
at the loſs of it. It was truly ſaid by 
the Poet, Res eſt ſolicits plena timoris 
Amor. Love 1s full of ſolicitons fears 
about the objet? beloved, leſt any thing 
ſhould happen that 'may deprive or - 
hinder the enjoyment. of it. Loyers 
of the world are much more afraid of 
lofing their earthly ſubſtance, than they 
are of loſing their-.smmortal Souls. 
Though our Lord -ſayes, -the gair of 
thei whole world 15 unprofitable, and (. 
cannot make up the loſs of one ſoul; 
Mat. 16. 26, They for their parts 
are of another mind, as if One World 
were mofe worth':than a{ the Souls, 
that are therein. | [> SE 

Fear of loſing what-they love, how 
ſafely does it make them lock up their 
earthly treaſure! How do they fear a 
Bond that is no ſecurity! How afraid 
are they of a falſe Title to an Eſtate! 
Bug 


* 
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But evil Spirits, and fleſhly. Luſts that 


War againſt their Souls; they fear not, 


nor guard againſt; and. as to their 


| well-being in another world, they are. 


' not at all concerned ; or any. thing, 
_ though, never ſo ſignificant, ſatisfies 
_ them. - | 

And as Love raiſes the greateſt fear: 
in the worldling, left it- ſhould. be 
taken from him; ſo when 'tis loft, e- 
ſpecially if a gyeat deal; be loſt together, 
what a. Spring tide is there of overwhel- 
ming grief and ſorrow |" Fhe: Apoſtle. 
ſpeaks of ſorrow-of the World, and tells 
us that It works death, 2 Cor. 5:10, 
The world is as it were the Sout'ofi'a 


4 worldling ; if that takes wings, and 


flies away from- him, no wonder that 
his heart-is ready: to dye away within 
him. Millions of Sins coſt-him noe a 
tear ; though he has committed:'thon- 
fands. of Millions, his Spirit was ne- 


ver contrite and broken. But the loſs 


of a tew hundreds or thouſands of pounds 
does break his heart. He weeps and 
mourns, and will nos be comferted be- 
T's, | —- canſe 


Pr Ce meg or og OE EL Wd» of 
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_ rowful even unto death. 
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cauſT cthey-are not. Love'to the world 
makes-him- ſay, at the loſs of it; 1 ds 
well to be. angry, diſcontented, and ſor« 


6. Love of the world is forbidden, 


which fills the beart with the greateſt joy FE 


becatiſe the good things of the world are 
poſſeſſed. 'T hat prohibition er. 9.23. 
Thus ſaith the Lord, Let net the wiſe- 
man. glory in his wiſdom, neither let the 
mighty man glory in his might ; let. not, 
the rich man glory in his riches, Plainly 
ſhews what men are naturally inclin'd 
to boaſt of as. matter of their ſolace 
and joy; when worldly witdom and: 


might brings in worldly Wealth, and ' 


ſecures the poſſeſſion of it ; this glads 
the worldlings heart above ali, he has 
ng, go? er joythanto have his worldly 
pe - 5 prolper..- We read of the rri- 
urns and joy ofthe wv icked,fuch as'tis; 
and 'tis but ſhort; .ne ground of it 1s ſlip-" 


perythe foundation next to nothing : Job, | 


20.4,5. Knoweſt thou ut this of old ſince 
mar was placed upon earth, that the tri- 
ianphing of the wicked is ſhort, and the 
4 = PEER < 7 and 
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| oy of the Hypocrite but for-a moment. 
The reaſon of this Joy is growing great 
) and high in the world ; his excellency 
mounts up to the heavens, and his bead 
reacheth unto the clouds, ver. 6. 
'Theſe lovers of the world, do truſt 
in wealth, and boaft themſelves in the 
multitude of their riches, Pfal. .49. 6. 
 / Riches are gloried in, becauſe they 
| | think that they may depend upon 
\ them, both for ſecurity and content- 
| ment, though they often find -them- 
{elves diſappointed ; and then their 
joy is turned into ſorrow. If having 
F| - the world, cauſes the greateſt joy, 
il I certainly love of the world is idola- 

\ trous, Fob was judged an Hypocrite 

by his unkind cenſorious Friends ; but 
by many arguments he demouftrgtes 
F| + his ſincerity, and amang the reS*3ds 
| Was ore; that he bad'not made gold his 
hope, nor faid to the fine gold, thou art 
ary confidence ; that he had not rejoyced 


A. awry 


his hands had gotten much; Job31.24..25. 
T hoſe that have, ſhould be as tho? 


becauſe his wealth was great, and becauſe 


they . 


they poſſeſſed not; and therefore they 
ſhould zoy 4s sf they rejoyced not. I read 
Pſal. 37- 4. Delight thy ſelf in the Lord 
and he ſball give thee the deſires of thy 
heart ; but "tis a Truth,. Delight thy 


| ſelf in the world, and thy defires never 


ſhall be ſatisfied. | 

7. Loveof the world is forbidden, 
which commands the time and labour, ſo 
that the greateſt bent and endeavours are 
1 purſuing after it. The Pſalmi(} tells 
us, 71s vain toriſe up early, to it up late, 
to eat the bread of ſorrows, Plal. 127, 


2. but though 'tis vain, yet this is 
the worldlings prattiſe, The beloved 
world makes himgo late to his bed,and 


quickly raiſes him up from it again ; 
his frength is waſted in going up and 
down at Manmmons bidding, and IJa- 


bouring in Hammon's Service; and his / 


Pains are ze grudged, nay he concludes 
they are well beſtowed, though all 


this while he is wearying himſelf for ve-. 


ry vanity. | 
Love makes men mad upon this /aol 


the world ; they ralk, they aff as if 
they 
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they were beſides themſelves. You 
would'concludea'manfrantich, if you 


# \ ſhould fee him eagerly running in the: 
| - | Streets after bubble; and feathers ; the: 


/ things of the world are zo berrer,which 


_-worldlingsdo ſo much buſie themſelves 


to obtain. What the Apoſtle ſpeaks 
concerning his love to Chriſt ; is ap- 
plicable'to their love ro the world. Whe- 
ther they are beſides themſelves "tis: to 


the World; or whether they ſeem. to - 


af more ſoberly and with conſiderati- 
on and judgnient, 'tis for the worlds 
ſake; for the love of the world conſtrains 
them to /ive to the world,though at aeath 
the world will not at all avail them;  * 
8. Love of the-world is forbiddeh;. 
which without any. fear of danger is con> 
tinually increaſing. They certainly 
love the world: to much, that think 
they can never love'it enough. Indeed 
'Jove to God. can never be' exceſſive; 
| when *tis higheſt, it falls infinitely ſhort 


—-of that whereof he is worthy; ?tis in-- 


_ finitely below what his perfeftions claim 
as dre to him. But love of: the worl4 
| may 
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may eaſily exceed due bounds, and. be: 


a great deal more than fo poor a thing: 
deſerves; and when 'tis :mmoderate,. 


'tis a wicked -love, and' an oocaſion of » -- 


much wickedneſs, ?Tis atrue obſerva 


| tion, | 


Creſcit amor nummi quantumipſa pecn- 
nia creſcit. 


As Wealth abounds; ſo 'tis more 4+ 
bundantly loved. The Ffalmiſt's cau-: 


" tion is needful, Pſal. 62. 10, /} riches: 


mncreaſe ſet ror nos heart upon them; 
whic -_ (2 * 
more ' 


'P | 
He that layes the reins upon the: 
neck of his Af eEtions, and ſuffers theny 


to'ruyn out after the World withont-: 


cheek or reftraint, the more he loves 


the world, he ſtill deſires more of ns. # 


and is further of trom ſatufaftion, Eccl. 
10. He that loves ſilver ſhall not be 


ſatisfied with ſilver, no! he that loves a- 
bundancez, 


i125 intirations that the” 
creis of the World, the more 
the heart is apt to be drawn away after. 


_— 
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bundance, . with increaſe. Abundance 
makes him more craving, and 70 iz* 
creaſe will content him, And while he 
enlarges his deſire as Hell, what haft 
does he make roward Hell! As worldly 
love increaſes, ſo will the Lords jea- 


_ Joufie; and how hot and conſuming will 


that jealouſie be found ! Thoſe ſtupid 
Souls who imagine they can never 
love or have tos much-of earthly things» 
go the way to deprive themſelves of 


all. Ia. > 8, 9. Wo to them that goyn : 


bouſe to houſe, that lay field to field, till 
there be noplace , that they may be placed 
alone in the midſt of the earth, Jn mine 
ears ſaid the Lord of Hoſts, Of a truth 
many bonuſes ſhall be deſolate, even great 
and fair without inhabitant. 

- 9. Love of the world is forbidden, 


© which makes all cautions and counſels 
_ againſt it to be derided, aud the luſts of 


8 are ſecurely notwithſtanding all, ful- 


filled. Such kind of Lovers and Ser- 


vants of the World were the Phani- 
ſees; their pretences were high and ſpe- 
cious as to. the ſervice of God, but 

| Aammon 
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HMammon Was in their aim, their affe- +—| 
tions; and herenpon they beſtowed 


| their heartieſt Labour, Luk. 16. 13,14. 


W hen our Lord had faid, No ſervant 
can ſerve two maſters ;, for either he will 
hate the one and love the other, or elſe he 
will hold to the one aad deſpiſe the other. 
Ye cannot ſerve God aud Mammon. It 
follows, The Phariſees alſo which were 
covetous, heard all theſe things, andthey 
derided him. | | 
The Werldling inſtead of trem- 
bling to hear that coveronſneſs 15 idolar 
try, and it will be a ſtrong and effeftual 
bar to admiſſion into the heavenly King- 
dom, Eph. 5, 5. No covetons man who us 
an idolater, hath any inheritance in the 
kingdom of Chriſt and of God. | ſay in- 
ſtead of trembling at this, he swward- 
ly ſmiles and laugbes in his fleeve ; and 
he ſecretly reſolves that no Sermons 
or Diſcourſes, ſhall beat him off from 
prizing and purſuing a thing of ſo emch 
worth, as werldly wealth in his judg- .. 
ment is. Whatever Preachers ſay in 
the Pulpit, they ſhall never prong | 
IR 


- IO GDA.+ ln ae wg 
OD EY 
m _ 


him to. underyalue that which-is. dearer 


0 him thanibis very Sol, he can give 
the bearing to all:that they ſay; and F- 


the bare hearing 1s all that he gives, 


: for his heart goes after bi covetonſneſs | 
falls, Ezek. 33. 31- And the luſts of | - 


be. fieb ſhall ſtill be gratified with 
ſenſual delights, the:luſts of the eyes,with 
earthly treaſure,.-and the pride of lite 


-with the honours of the world. 


Haec tria pro trino Numine Mundu || 


z habet . 


- "The Truth is, The Worldling has 
the World for his Deity ; - and herein, 
..his Trmty, . is Pleaſure, Wealth. and 
. #donour. | 


-.10. Loveof the World is forbidden, 


-which looks upon Martyrdom as Madneſs, 
» and Death as Miſery ;, becauſe the World 
and worldliygs are hereby parted. Thoſe 
:hearers cqtnpared to Srony ground, had 
. $00 auich loveto the morld, to ſuffer or 
part-with any-thing for. the word of 
Chriſt. ? Mat, 13» 21, Tet hath he: not 


7008 
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rooted in .him ; but dureth ozely for 4 
while, for when tribulation or perſecution 
ariſeth:becauſe of the word, by aud by he 
3s offended, © Lovers of the world can- 


not away: with the yoke of attive obe- 


- "dence : Commands, are roo ſtrift for 
' them; but the dvarther'of the Croſs is 
counted ' emtolerable. They :thenk 3: 


ſtrange concerning the fiery trial that any 
ſhould abide it. b Hel] fre they will ra- 
ther venture ppon, than. that. at a 
SHARE. | | 
\They.have not Faith to believe, that 
the. ſj erings of this. preſent tame, are 


. not worthy to: be. compared with the 


 glor 
that ſhall be revealed ; Rom..'v. Ss 
Neither-has it any influence upon.them 
when they are told, that cheir Jight 


 afflietions which are but for a moment,.. do 


work for ſuffering Saints «4 far more 


exceeding and eternal weight of glory : 


2 Cor. 4.17. They are all for ſecur- 


think are vain; and they deem it wit- 
dom 


| 
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\root#n himſelf, the world was too faſt 


/ 
) 


ing-the poſſeſſion of preſent things z | 
hopes of futnre, their fooliſh hearts do - 
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*: ſerable Worldlings who dy three deaths | 


*they will perceive that the beloved 
\ "World befoold them, all the while 
-/ they werein it, and has quite /efr them 


as Loveof the VVorld Cured. 
dom, rather to make ſhipwrackof Faith 
and a good Conſcience, than to caſt the 
beloved World overboard. » | 
But: though by carnal ſhifrsthey a-} 
void ſufferings from men, theſe lovers 
of the World at laſt are ſt:zed on by 
Death, and then they are forced to 
leave their All behind them. Oh mi-| 


LG dC SCE >; 


in one There is a ſeparation between | 
_ and Soul, between the Soul and | 
Goa, 


to Eternity. Body and Soul will have 


an #11 and ſad meeting again at the laſt | 
day ; but their place on earth will know | 


them no more, and they will be for ever 
baniſhed from the Lords preſence. When 
dying perhaps,Death moſt afflifts them 
becauſe it chaſes them out of the world ; 
but when they are ſent to their /oxg, 
doleful, and eternal Home ; too late 


in endleſs miſery. 


W_ 


and they awd the world are parted | 


In the third place I am to demon- 
ſtrate how unreaſonable it is, that the 
World ſhould have the Love of any ſet 
pon it. I ſhall prove evidently, that 
the Worldling in thus miſplacing his 
AfﬀeCtions on Earthly things, acts as 
One -not onely void of Grace, but void 
of Reaſon. 


1. Love of the World is ;nconſiftent ' 


with an intereff in the Fathers Love. 
This Argument | find in the Verſe 
where my Text lies; If any man love 
the world, the love of the Father ss not 
in him, And Life it ſelf is but a trifle, 
if compared with this Love of Gog. 


Thy loving-kinanel;, fayes the Plalmiſt, 


is better than Life, Pſal. 63. 3- In 
another place he cries out as one un- 
der a ſweet aſtoniſhment, -How excel- 
lent is thy loving-kindneſs 0 God | Pfal. 
36.7. How excellent it 1s, no tongue 
can utter, no heart can comprehend. 
This Love may well be cal'ed the Foun- 
tainof Life, the Life of Grace is from 
it, which the people of God are bleſ[- 
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ſed with, Rom. 9. 25. 1will call them 
my peopie which were not my people, and 
her beloved which was not beloved : And 
the gift of this love is eternal life 
throuzh Teſts Chriſt our Lord, Rom. 6. 
23. Nay to this Love of God, that 
Gift of giſts, Chriſt himſelf is owing, 
1 Joh. 4. 10. Herein is Love, pot 
that we loved God, but that he loved wa; 
and ſent his Sen t0 be the propitiation for 
our ſins. 
None that have this love can be mi- 
ſerable, none can be happy without it, 
whatever they have beſides. This 
love of God makes friends to be pro- 
fitable and friends indeed ; it can 
make enemies to be at peace withus;, and 
ail things to be ours ;, ours,to be ſubſer- 
vient LO our 17weſt welfare. And they 
who are intereſted in this Love, will 


, find it permanert and conſtant,unchange- 
able in Life, unchangeable at Death ; 


and after Death it will endure for e- 
ver. Oi the Lord it may truly be 


faid, to everlaſting he 1s God, and to 
everlaſting he ts Love. 


But 


RN EE IO RS > ” 


an RNs” 


Ren Preach 
OO SH TER TOI" a ad " 
. 


© a and >. os wed A ON. dm. 


ww ot 


——_ 


WONGAREL - PINE ens tov. 


| 


9244 31 1 We Pe a rn ma maid COIs Preys, 


.ove of the VVorld Cured, <1 


But Lovers of the World keep 
themſelves effeftyally out of Gods fa 
vottr 5 they were (born ſtrangers to 
him;' and children of wrath ; and love 


of the world fixes them in their eftrange- _ 
ment from God, and faſtens the wrath of 
God upon them. The Lord of Heaven 


and Earth never ftands neuter to any 


man ; that is to ſay neither friend nor . 
foe to him. IfHe be-not the One; he 


is certainly the other.  'He bates all 
whom he does not love, and is a terri- 
ble enemy to every one who is not 
reconclled to him through a Media- 
tor. Now. the Worldling values the 


world ſo highly, that the faveur of God, 


og 


is with him zorhizg in compariſon. 
And as all his other ſims have provok- 


_ eddivine diſpleaſure and indignation 
againſt him : ſo his ſlighting of Gods | 
love; makes theanger of God to be \ 


the hotter and fiercer againſt him 3; 
and his hatred of him the greater. And 
how can the Worldlings heart endure, 
or his hands be ſireng, when God that 
hates him, ſhali in a way of wrath 

D 2 and 


AD 5 


52 Love of the World Cured. 


and vengeance deal with him! Ezek. - | 


22. 14- | 

2. Love of the World is inconſiſtent 
with the grace of Love to Ged. To the 
whole dirty Iribe of theſe men who 


__ ſo greedily mind and covet the things 


\ of the World; thoſe words are rightly 
applicable, Foh. 5.42. 1 know you that ye 
bave not the Love of God in you. T hough 
God is ſo excellent in himſelf that he 


\ / Is worthy to be the admiration and 


—defirc of Men and Angels; though he 
has been ſo patient and kind to theſe 
- unthankful Worldlings themſelves ; 
though there is #0 good thing that they 
Have, but is of this great Benefattors 
| beſtowing, yet they ao not love him ;, they 
take no notice of h1« hand out of which 
comes all that they receive, but both 
himſelf and all hs goodneſs is deſpi- 
ſed, Rom 2. 4. Or deſpiſeſt thox the 
riches of his goodneſs, and forbearaiice, 
and long-ſuff ering, not knowing that the 
goodneſs of God leadeth thee to repen- 
tice ? | 


If 
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If »nexpefted good comes to theſe 
lovers of the World, they are ſo | 
blind themſelves, as to attribute it to' 
bl:nd Chance and Luck, which ought 
to be aſcrided to divine Providence 
which ſtrives to overcome their evil with 
goodneſs. Or if their own care, con- | 
trivance, and endeavours have been | 
ſucceſsfnl,God wx not owned in that Suc- 
ceſs ; they will not rake notice of any 
obligation they are under to Him , but __— 
they bleſs themſclves in themſelves ,- 
and in their own craftineſs, for doing ., | 
well to themſelves. Thus they of old 
d1d ſacrifice to their own net, and barnt 
incenſe to their own drag; becauſe by © 
them their portion was fat and their meat 
plenteoia , Hab. 1. 16. Worldlings 
will look any whither but upward, whi- \/- 
they they ſhould / chiefly : Their 
hearts are alierated from God / 
through the blindneſs that is in them, 
and love of the World has blinded / 
them. 

Now how wretched are thoſe hearts 
which - are wholly. deftitmte of love to 
D. 3 God! 


' 
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God ! ! All the D tics they perform-to 
, him, without this Grace oo Love, bes 
| come Mockery, S$izand Abomination; 
| becauſe they diſeb-y the great rommand 
which requires that God ſhould be 
love with all he hea't and ſou! and 
ft; rength 1 > no other command Can be 
rightly kept, por obedience be ac- 
cepted : They that love not God how 
anfit are they to exjoy him | and how 
may they rremble to think of aps earing 
at his Tribunal who neither love him, 
nor are beloved of him ! 
3- Loveof the World is wronging 
W hat is ipoken 
concerning the hatred of Wiſdom, may 
be applied to love of +bhe World. The 
World may truly ſay, Whoſeever covets 
me wrengeth is own Soul, all that love 
me love death. The World having 


| Inſinuated ir ſelf, and gotte:; Maſtery 
\ oVer, and wn 511 In of rhe A fﬀe: tions; 


makes the ſoul ro forget it ſelf, and its 


7 smmortal nature, and its vaſt capactty ; 


whereby 'tis cap:ble of far higher, 
' better, and more durable bleſſednek : 
than 


CO EET .e w - 


ty. The Worldlings Sou] has loſt 
the «ſe of right Reaſon, and Senſe and 
Fancy guide and govern It ; he diſco- 
vers nothing of a Szint, ard little of a 


Fan ;, but kow much of the brute, in his _ 


Appetite and [rclination ) Man that # in 
honour, and atzonnds in W:alth, and 
underſtands nothing, better, 1s like the 
bea(ts that periſh; Pſal. 49. 20. The 
Pialmiſt when under a Temptation, 
he was envios at the fooliſh, admiring 
the proſperity of the wicked ; for he ſaw 
that they proſper'd in the world and in- 
creaſed in riches. But as ſoon as he 
came to himſelf, he cryes out /o fooliſh 


was 1 and ignorant,l was as a beaſt before 


thee, Pal. 73, 22, intimating, that 


a Soul which can zever dye,. never Is 
more infatuated,than when *tis taken 
with the lying and dying vanities of this-. 


World. 


A lover of the World is a cre! Man” 
to his own Soul ; he never minds what. 


his Sous Ails,though really ſick of many 
aeadly maladies ; he provides not for 
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it any ſutable food, nor proper clothing ;, | 
he is not concerned at the danger his 
Soul is In, becauſe 'tis in the hands of 


a Deſtroyer and Murtherer; neither does 


\ he regard whzither his Sol muſt go, as 


ſoon as it leaves its earthly tabernacle. 
The Worldlings Soul may cry out 
upon him, and juſtly reproach him 
after this manner. O Thou fooliſk inthe 
worſt ſenſe and bloudy Man. Thou mindeſt 
me no more than if thou wert a meer brute, 


and hadſt not the ſoul and underſtanding 


of a man in thee. Thy body #s pampered 
and fed tothe'full, but I thy Soul am quite 


- empty ; thy body ts cloathed and adorned, 


but I am ſtark naked. Thou art heaping up 
worldly wealth, but to make Me thy Soul 
»ich towards God thou haſt noregardzand 


' the ſaving of Me which u great ſalvation 


thou negleFeſt.O cruel Man! thou art falſe 
to Me, to Thy Self ;, and conſulteſt not thy 
erueſt intereſt ;, for Ae thy Soul thou haft 
no care of , butt ſottiſhly and ſecurely 
ſuſereſt me to be ſinful, miſerable, Flar- 
ved and. leſt, and danned to Eter- 
nity. 


4. Love 


fite unto Religion and Godlineſs in the _- 
power of it. Covetouſneſs is often times 


L,-v: of the World Cured, 5 * 
4- Love of the World is very oppo- 


covered with a form'of Godlineſs, but it 
cauſes the power of Godl:neſs to be deni-.( 
ed, 2 Tim. 3. 5- This power of God- 
lineſs lies in a reQified judgment; which / | 
diſcerns the excellency of Spiritual. /' 
things; and in the ſteady bent and in- \ 1 
clination of a ſanCtified heart towards } | 
God and true goodneſs ; this power of /\ 3 
Godlineſs, is in a ſenſe a kzngly power, + 
1 Cor. 4. 20. For the kingdom of God 1 
not in word but in power; it reies and 
commands the whole man; 1t reſtraings -- © 
from the minding of vanity, and from 7 
the working of iniquity ; and it con- > | 
Frains to the doing of Duty, and work- 
ing out our own Saluation; it conſtrains (_ + 
to the following after God for himſelf, \. 
as the ſureſt Guide ; and as the beſt por- > | 
tion that can be enjoyed. | | 
But where Love of the World is in 
power, how can the power of Godlineſs 
be, or be exerted? If any think to di-.__.: 
vide their hearts between God and * 
Ds the 
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the World, they are void of under- 


fanding and lincerity ; Hoſ. 10. 2. 


Their heart is divided now ſhall they be 
faund faulty, This parting of the 
Love, though ſeemingly into equal 


4 OE ov Oep Z 


ſhares, between God and the World; 


argues a true Love to the World, but 
none to God; for heis not truly loved at 
at, unleſs he be loved above all things, 


Eove of the World eats out the heart 
af Religion, and makes the heart a 


ſtranzer to it. Sandtifying Grace is 


not delired, but the getting of gain ; 


the honour of God is not aimed at : 


but growing higher in the world, the 


Commandments of God are counted 
grievous things; but worldly Luſts 


are {erved with delight and pleaſure. 


Where Love of the World prevalls, 


' there is an hatred of purity of Heart,and 


Rriftneſs of Life. Yhe Apoſtle plain- 


Jy tells us, that the 7r1endſhip of the 


world 15 enmity with God, Jam. 4: 4. 
His yoak, thongh catic, 1s caſt off as 
intolerable :. Godlinels though the 


greateſt gain, and joynd with: the: 


ſwentef. 
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are pleaſantneſs and peace. 


Love of the World Cured.” $9- | 
ſmeeteſt contentment, is lookt upon as; ( 


unprofitable; and Wiſdoms wayes. | 
are judged irkſom, though really they 


5. Love of the World is the root of 
all evil. The Apoſtle goes to this root,.”) 
and layes it bare before our eyes; and. 
ſayes 'tis cAzpppic, the love of world 
ly Wealth, 1 Tim. 6. 10, For the love: 
of Money #s the root of all evil, which, 
while ſome coveted after, they have erred. 
from the faith, and peirced themſelves, 
thorow with many Sorrows, Wealth it: 4 
ſelf is innocent, but the love of it is 
a great Original Sin; from whence: /? 
innumerable other Iniquities do pro- } 
ceed. The World having Love in;, | 
its power, Which is. the great com-\ 5 
manding Aﬀection, it has the v-hole-\ 4 
Man at command, and how wicked: \4 
are the commands of 1t!' He rhat is” ; 
ted by worldly love, into what evil! 
wayes will hego! | 

The Robber upon the High-wey,, 
the Burglarer who breaks into houles;. 


'tis coveting and loye of: worldly; 
Wealth; 


i 
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Wealth which is not their own, that 
puts them upon ſuch hazardous ins , 
and unto Theft they are reſolved to 
add Murther, rather than miſs of 
their” delired prey. How many a 
Tradeſman is as great a Thief as New- 
gate can ſhew ; he will lye and ſwear 
and over-reach and couzen,and world- 
ly Riches are in his heart and aim,not 
minding the curſe that comes with 
diſhoneſt gain, nor what at length he 
will loſe by it. Thelove of Wealth 


and Bribes, will turn 7#dges them- 


ſelves into Malefattours; and make 
them who ſhould be Shields of the 


' Earth, to be the inſufferable burthens 


of it. Covetouſnels after the Trea- 
ſures 2rd Grandeur of the World, has 
turned the Church of Rome into the 


* Antichriſitan Synagogne of Satan ; and 


Proteſtant Eccleſiaſticks Who are eager 
after the fame things, are not Pa- 
itours, but Spets and Blemiſhes of the 


Church; and go the way to ovyer-- 


throw 2t- 
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We uſe to ſay, Uno abſurdo admiſſo, 
mille ſequuntur , One ablurdity being 


admitted, a thouſand others follow. 


If love of the World be allowed to 
reign in the heart, what Sin is there 
almoſt that will be difallowed, if it 
pretend to bring in advantage and 
gain! 

6. Love of the World ſubjets the 
Soul to the power and malice of the God of 
the World. As the Man of Sin at Rome, 
in ordine ad ſpiritualia, pretending Spi- 
ritual Authority and Power, exer- 
clies great Dominion over thoſe tem- 
poral Kingdoms and Nations that are 
deluded by Him, fo truly Satan the 
great Adverſary, in ordine ad tempora* 


lia, pretending Temporal Advantage, 


and the good things of this World; 
gets and keeps under his power, all 
that are taken with ſuch things as 
theſe. In what heart ſoever Mam- 


mon reigns, "tis certain that Satan ſits . 


in the Throne with him. Where the 
World is the Idol ; the Devil has pot- 
ſeſhon of the W orſhipper, evil Angels 
_ ate 


GO "" 


62 CLoveof the World Cured. 
are called the Rulers of the darkneſs of 


| this World, Eph. 6. 12. The King-: 
in dom of the Evil One is a Kingdom of 
if | darkneſS,and by darkneſs 'tis upheld ;; 
it would ſpoil all, if his ſabjeds did: 
Wil ' but know their Soverergy, And this! 
i'Þ World is a great means td darken' 
3 their minds, by making them to doat: 
upon it ; as the Epheſians of old mag-+ 
nified the great Goddeſs Diana, ſo! 
do they Magnfie the Wirld ; as if the! 
things of it, were the greateſt and beſt | 
of ail. | | 
Now what ſecure poſleſſion has the | 
) Prince of this World, where the hear: | 
' us worldly ;; the eyes of the anderſtand- | 
ing faſt cloſed, and the Goſpel hidden | 

2 Cor. 4.3. But if our goſpel be hid, 
"tis hid to them that are loſt z and what 

is loſt for refuling Goſpel-light, be- 
comes the prey of the Prince of dark- 
nels. To be under hs power, to be 
led Captive by Him at his Pleaſure, 
ſpeaks great Miſery : He is called the 
Old Serpent, to ſhew his Subtlety, his 
deadly ſting and poyſon ; of: old he Bay 
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been Mans enemy ; and ſo will be to the 
Worlds End. He is likened to a - 
roarins Lion; to ſignify his mighty 
firength and cruelty, and outragions hun- 
ger and eagerneſs to devour Souls, We 


read that he decerveth the whole world. 


Rev. 12+ 9. All that are not called out 
of the world, and «ff from the love of it ; 
and 'tis by the World it ſelf,, that he 
doth deceive them, that he may e- 
ternally deſtroy them. 

7. The World makes them the 


greateſt ſlaves that moſt love it 3 and this + 


farther demonſtrates the unreaſona- 
bleneſs of this love. The greater the 


affetion, the more abſolute and perfeft 


is the ſubjedtion to it. As love to God 
conſtrains to his ſervice, ſo love to 
the World neceſſitates ro ſlavery, and 
worldlings being pleaſed. with their 
bondage, and fond of their Fetters ; they 
like not, and are ot likely to be ſet at - 
liberty. | 

The Worlds Commands are moſt 
impious and unreaſonable. It com-' 
mands that the: Lord ſhould be forgot- 

| fen.3: 


{ 
\ 


} '* LE at ; ” M 
g % rf Q j 
S ' 

% 
2 OE; He 4 AAR 1 0k Es PE PI Is 5 2] 25h Ce. ot dns. 42 <P - ? 
Pe oy RE LEES LOST - * = A ”"_ ***% Fl —_— —— p* BA. 2 wag : 

ret rc — ens. 6AGs. 408 = ES _ _ _— _ __— eo m_ 
- = by þ en Plat, yang - EE ngoenyoePog, 
a rage ca 
_-_ $4 ow $a % 


—— 


het 
_ ® " as Avon wi I . _ 
my uy 4 
Pn aa. a Ae 
©: ifs 4 4 oy vs” K -- _= 4 
. TY > 4 2 o oC 
- 5 \ any. a - , 


{ 


Ct i I 
24 7 uf" hithe yornarduare 4 » 
- - 2> os” wa oe ty Wm 
o v 
an 5 . £A th... 
” "ay od "yy 
T2 


6a Loveof the World Cured. 


zen; thatihe ſhould never be ſought unto 
or minded, and accordingly we read, | 


Pſal. 10. 4. The wicked through his 
pride, will not ſeek after God, God ts not 
in all bs thoughts. Tis Mammons 
Command, that the Soul and the ſaving 
of it be neglefted, and the things that 
belong to its peace be ſlighted ;, and we 
read that the carnal 7ews, that were 
for a Temporal glorious Meſſiah, and 


for a worldly Kingdom, they did /o; | 


and Chriſt himſelf weeps over them 
for their madneſs and mifery-in ſo do- 
Ing. 

The Worlds injunctions are many 
- times contrary to one another. 


conſume their ſubſtance upon their Luſt s 
and Appetzres, and now nothing 1s 
grudged them; they ſpare no coſt, as 
if they would imitate that Reman Em- 
perour Heliogabalw, who was infa- 
mous for his Luxury and Profuſeneſs. 
On the contrary, ſome are required 
to ſave; and then as faſt as they get, 
- they lock up; and as they are very nig- 
gardly 


Some 
worldlings are required prodigally to. 
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gardly and wncharitable to others, fo 


| they are unmerciful, and will hardly 


allow neceſſaries to themſelves: Such an 
infatuated Lover of theWorld, (who 
loves it better than himſelf , and whoſe 
Covetouſneſs will not ſuffer him 70 
enjoy the good that is in his hand ; but 
he deprives his own Soul of it)is men- 
tioned by Solomon, Eccl. 4. 8. There 


is one alone and not a ſecond, yea he hath 


" | neither child nor brother \, yet there us 
| 20 end of all his labour, neither is his eye 

* 0 | ſatu fied with riches , neither ſaith hey 
i for whom do 1 labonr and bereave my ſoul 


of good ? this 1s alſo vanity, yea it 1s 4 
ſore travel, The World puts its Lo- 
vers upon ſore travel indeed ; and whe- 


ther they are for waſting or for hoard- 


mg, they lye down in ſorrow at the end 
of their trave!, being diſappointed, 
deſtitute, and all their good things 
flown away from them. 

8. In Hell what a ſad and full convi- 


_ Con will the greedieft worldlings be un- 


der, that their fondneſs of the world was 
the very beight of folly! The Children 
of 
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of thericheſt are born naked into the 


World, as well as the Off-ſpring of 


the pooreſt ; and the Apoſtle tells us, 
We brournt nothing imo the world and tis 
certaln we Can Carry nothing out, 1 Tim. 
6.7. And when the Worldlings body 
Is laid ia the Uzf, and his face bound 
in ſecret, and his Eye muſt no more be 
pleaſed with beautiful objects or fair 
proſpets , his Ear muſt no more be 
delighted with Melody, nor his Taſte 
with rich ſumptuous fare, and his 


place of habitation muſt kywow him no 


moe Alas then too late he will know 
the world, and himſelf likewiſe; he 
will then perceive, that the World 
is 2a meer cheat, himſelf in the worſt 
ſen a fool; and that his love being 
placed upon that which he ſhould have 
contemned, Is the Cauſe of his eternal 
Wo. 

Oh what thoughts in Hell, are there 
of theſe earthly things! Covetounſneſs 
there is turned into anguiſh of Conſci- 
ence, and ſelf-curſing that . ever the 
World was coveted after. If we could 
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hear a Tongue torniented in the flame, 
ſpeak: of the World, w hat would it 
ſay? It would confeG that the moſt 
deſirable things on earth, are lighter that 
 variity and laſt but for a momert , but 


' | thoſe thet love ard purſue them, as 


work for themſeives a far more exceeding 
and aernai weignt of Wrath and M1i- 
ſery. 

Thrs have I demonſtrated the un- 
reaſonableneſs of Love of the World. 
I wiſh that Arguments may convince 
you 11 time, that Zell may mot force 4 


| conv:fon ; - joyned. With everlaſting 


Contufion, Horrour and Deſpair ! 


Before I come to the Application, it 


-will be very requiſite to anſwer *ws 
Queries : 

The One is ; Whether na love at all 
# allowable tothe World ? 
The other ; If any love be allowable; 


then Jn what degree and manner does 


God allow the World to be loved ? 
The 
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The firſt Query is this. Whether 10 : 
love at all is allowable to the World ? not 5 
[ anſwer that ſome kind of love is al- ma 
lowed: ro #t, which I prove by theſe T. 4a 
Arguments. ns 
i. Deſire is an a of Love, but} 1 b 
ſomething of the World may be 4e- on 
ſired and prayed for, though we onght|!2 © 
chiefly to deſire the Grace of Gods| 29! 
Kingdom, that we may ſanfifie hu kt 
Name, and do bs Will z yet we are al- the my 
ſo taught to beg for our daily bread, Frm ; 
and our heavenly Father will not be rag 
diſpleaſed at this , for he kzows tba] 2) 
we ſtand in need of it, Mat 6. 32.God- calle 
lineſs has the promiſe of the life that now _ 
s, 1 Tim. 4+ 8. and the accompliſh ©*< 
ment of it, may without fin, be wiſht A 
for. Upon their asking, the Lord} © x 
wes meat to them that fear bim becauſe Joyf# 
he is ever mindful of his covenant, Pal: oe Sy 
III. # ſe 
2. Delight is alſo Love; but the} 3: 
things of this world may have ſome aes w_—_ 
light taken in them. More things are| %**7 


made for delight, than for neceſſity ; Secor 
not} -0V 


"er Ni 


is al- 
theſe 


but 
e ae- 


Love of the VVorld Cured. 69 


not to delight in any of theſe things 
is to alt; as if they were i» vain made 
delettable. Solomon tells us, Eccl.11.7. 
Truly lightts ſmeet, and apleaſant thing it 
85, for the eyes to behold the Sun: It can- 
not be any harm to take ſome pleaſure 


vght 
700 

» by 
Ee al- 
cad. 


YEAR, 
t be 


in that glorious Luminary; andin that 


| admirable variety of creatures which 


our eyes behold by the lightof it: if at 
the ſame time we remember, that God 


+ #5. above it ;, and that the moſt excellent 


things of all are inviſible. It is not ſpoken 


that by way of condenmation but commenda- 


70d- 
f OW 
liſh- 
viſhe 
ord 
-2uſe 
Pſal: 


the 
» ares 


S are 


tion of thoſe mentioned, 1 King.s. 66. 
that in Solomons Reign, which was a 
time of great peace, plenty, and proſpe- 
rity, as well as enjoying the previ/edges 
of the 7 emple, they went unto thetrr tents 
Joyful and wy of heart, for all the good- 
neſs that the Lord had done for David 
his ſervant, and Iſrael hs people. 

3. Love to the Creatures, in 4 de- 
gree, Us expreſly commanded. To love 
others as our ſelves is the Summe of the 


ſny 3 
not 


Second Table of the Decalogue:; this 
Love keeping within due bounds is 


port 


: *17 
: : : 
IT 

: : : 
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not a Si, but a Dity and a Debr, 
Rom. 13.9. Owe no man' any thing but 
pa love one another ; for be that loveth 
another hath fulfilled the Law. 'W\4 
read Eph. 5. 28, 29. - So onght 'men to 
love their wives as their- own bodies 5, he 
that loves his wife loveth himſelf ; for m 


man ever yet hated his own fleſh, but nou 


riſheth and: cheriſheth it even as the Lord 
the Charch. And Tit. 2. 4. Young 
Women are to be admoniſhed to /ove 
their Husbands and their Children. Al] 
love therefore towards worldly en- 
joyments is not forbidden. Nay, to 
be without natural affetion is branded 
as a great Sm, againſt the very Law 
and Light of Nature, Kom. 1. 31. 
Buc 'tis the #nordinate and over-vehe- 
ment love of the World ; joyned with 
roo high an eſteem of it ; and with a 
neglect of the truly exceljent things 
which the Goſpel reveals, that God 
is ſoangry art ang condemns. 


The Second Q/ery is this. 17 what: 


degree and manner does God allow the 
World 


Wor, 
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World tobe Loved? This Caſe had need 


to be warily reſolve1; that Conſci- 


ence may be well informed ; and ſhew it 
ſelf render and faithful ; for the heart 
of Man being naturally inclined to the 
World, and no heart being quite 
cured of its deceit-ulneſs; where a 
little is granted, a great deal 18 apt to 


be taken ; and things lawful! to be: 


loved,are loved unlawfully; When love 
exceeds the limits that are preſcribed. 
I Anſwer the Qery in theſe following 
particulars. 

1. The World may be loved as ':# 


Gods workmanſhip, and jhews forth «ts. 


Great Creators Glory. Tis a good thing 
with delight to ſftuay the Book of Na- 
ture, if we read God himſelf in that YVo- 
lume. Our Minds mult not terminate 
where our eyes do ; but our wnder- 


ſtandings muſt clearly fee by the things 


that are made, things inviſible ; even 
the Eternal Power and Godhead of Him 
that made all things, Kom. 1.20. We 
may love to look upon the World, 
and to receive the Bleſſings of it, as 

'tis 


WC 
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'tis a Remembrancer to put us in mind 


of God, anda means to lead #s up to| 


Him. Creatures now are 7:gh:ly uſed; 


and are very beneficial, when they| 


thus ſubſerve the end of their exiſtence 
and donation. 

2. The World may be loved ast1s 4 
means to endear the Lord who gives it, If 


we love God only becauſe of the creature 


comforts he beſtows ; the creature is the 
end and God is the means Subordinate to 
attain it, and this love 1s baſe, merce- 
mary, and carnal. But if we love the 
creature bcauſe it helps to make our 
Love to God himſelf more ſtrong and 
ardent; God is pleaſed to ſee the 
creature ſo loved and uſed. Holy 
Darid deſired and liked well enovgh to 
be delivered out of the hands of all his 
Enemies ; and of Saul, and to be ſettled 
upon the Throne of Iſrael in peace. 
But when he was ſo, a Crown and Krng- 
dom was not that which he moſt highly 
valued, but ſays he I will lave Thee O 
Lord my ftrengh,Pſal.18. 1. He was en- 


Clined to rejoice not ſo much in his de- 
ltverance, 


mind 


up to] 


uſed; 
they 
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liwverance, as in his Deliverer that 
wrought it, Pſal. 43. 4. Then will I 
go tothe altar of God, unto God my ex- 


ceeding joy, yea upon the harp will I praiſe 


thee O God my God. 

3. The World may be Loved, as 
tis an encouragement unto religions du- 
ties and ſervice; by doing of which, our 
heavenly Father is glorified. How much 
anger is threatned againſt the Chil- 
dren of Iſrael, becarſe they ſerved not 
the Lord their God with joyfulneſs and 
gladneſs of heart for the abundance of all 
things! Deut. 28. 47. Mercies Tem- 
poral may be prized and loved, ard 
they are Merctes indeed, when they 
are eff ectual motives to duty ;'and cauſe 
It with a cheerful livelineſs to be per- 
formed. Health may be bved ; that 
our members may be the more fit and 
able inſtruments of righteouſneſs unto 
God, and we may take pleaſure in the 
abounding of Worldly bleſlings ; if 
that abundance quickens #s to abound 11 
the work of that Lord, whoſe bleſſing 

E makes . 


Poet wont Ire NA ate Was. wm 
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makes rich and he adds no ſorrow with 
it. 


4. The World may be Loved, af 
it puts #5 into 4 Capacity to be fruitful i ; 
good works, whereby others are profited 
If tw more bleſſed to give than to receive 
as our Lords memorable and famous ſay 
11g Was, Acts 20. 35. then tis Lawfu— 1 
to deſire to have, that we may give ti 

bim that needeth. If Providence putg: 
vs into a condition that we zeed ti 
receive, we muſt not be diſcontented fp.) . 
but if the Lord is pleaſcd to alter ourp } 


- Circumſtances, fo that we are able ft, 


give; we ſhould /ove and chuſe it ra: 
cher. | hey that have the World 
ſhould do good withit ; Heb. r3. 16 
But to do good and to communicate forget 
not, for with ſuch ſacrifices God is well 
pleaſed, and tis not unlawful to deſire} je x 
that we may have, wherewith toy. þ 
offer ſuch ſacrifices. "7 ia 

They that are rich in this World, Fs 
are to have a charge given them thath,.q ,; 


vert | 


| they be not high minded, nor truſt in, 10; 


uncertain riches, @MTs ddminyn, 1 Tim, 


& ma 
6.17. * 


' wit 5.17. the word ſignifies, obſcurity or 
þot being made manifeſt. Riches do 


- *Þot appear what they are, their vanity 
fires s uſuaily hid from the eyes of thoſe 


hat have them ; and how of a ſudden 
' ſa any times do they d:ſappear and are 

Ypone ! But while they are enjoyed they 
awful ould be employed to good uſes. The 
ve re the hand gets the more it ſhould 
-yY zve , that God may be honoured by the 
5 p- abjtance that is gotten, in Works of 
ao Piety and Charity. But if thy contri- 
;/. .Putions this way, are at the old ftand 
, "4 ftay, that they were when thou 
_ FLUGO though thy eſtate mow Is 
ws «pry much increaſed ; thou mayeſt be 
: *>*Þrown richer, but not a better man ; 


"gy ay certainly thou art worſe than for- 


nerly. 
Clirf If Love of the World keep within 
Lorne bounds, the wealth and good 
Ehicags of it will mot puff ws up with 
rid, Pride, nor be the ground of our ruff 
thatk ud confidence ; neither will the world 
- "be deſired for its own ſake, but that 
'mwe may more abound in thoſe works 
M0 E 2 that 


Love of the World Cured, 95 © 


Py A [ 
».K - 
> = <f : 
; RS 
be b - TL bet 
.: Ie FLY, 


- —— 4 of 

— F 30 

DS; 

6 ES TY 
v8 ' + nd C £ * 


76 Love of the World Cured. 


that are good and profitable unto ] 
Tit. 3- 8. and more beneficially ſe 4 
our generation according to the will 
God. Tn ;480 my 
5. The World may be Loved, 
we may make friends of the Mammonl 1% 
unrighteouſneſs, and at length be recei Y 1. 
ed into everlaſting habitations, Luk. 1 _— 
g. The World is well uſed indef”* ”” 
when we make Steps of the things ” 

it, that we may the better aſcend u p wy 
Heaven, With our worldly SP* Of 
ſtance, «Gs of Charity may be done ve%, 
Souls themſelves ; when hercby we ne 
forward to promote aud ſpread the QPO" 
ſpel, by the miniſtry of it. Wh J. «f 
the bowels 'of the Saints are refreſhed _ 
24, we do our own Souls a greater ki G 
eſs, and they will find it turn tou : 
good accomt, What we give for t God 
Lords ſake, He reckons as lent to hif:="*, A 
ſelf; and by kis own word, and tt iy 2 
written, we are aſſured of repaymeſſ ; 
Prov. 19. 17. He that hath pity uf 
the poor leadeth to the Lord, and tt { 

which he hath given, will he pay hin Pons 
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into i417: And for all this, how glorious, 
ally fol ough altogether free and unmerited, 
ill be the recompence at the reſurrecti- 
1 of the juſt ! 
The World has a lovelineſs in it 
hen hereby we grow ricb in good works; 
nd ſo lay up in ſtore for our ſelves a good 
oundation azainſt the time 10 come, that 
hve may lay hold on eternal life, 1 Tim-6. 
ig. By a good foundation, we are to 
Knderſtand, a good and ſound Evidence 
pf our Tizle to Eternal Life; for the 
promiſe of Life Everlaſting, which is 
made to ſuch good Works, as the A- 
ih, (poſtle mentions, is moſt certain, being 
Wha and amen in Chriſt, through whom 
this gife of eternal life is beſtowed, 
Rom. S. 23. 
| 6. The World may be Loved, if 
{ re care for it onely ſo far, as we have 
F God himſelf with it, When the Pſal- 
miſt ſaid there was one on earth that 
| he deſired beſides God, he plainly ſigni- 
| fies, that he deſired no earthly thing 
4 without him, It was a gracious exprel- 
ſion of Him who ſaid, Non tua ſatiart, 
E 3 nift 


e will 
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8711171011 
& recet 


nd u 
y 2 


73 Love of the World Cared, 


niſt Tecum, Lord! Thy gifts will neu 
ſatisfie me unleſs thou gveſt me thy ſe 
with them. God is the Soalas it we 
of every comfort, the life of ai] on 
enjoyments ; every thiig 1s dead an 
bad without him. God with an zzhe 
ritance Makes the Inheritance goo 
and bleſt. An houſe is pleaiant,whe 
the Lord himſelf is our habitation ; whe 
is the dwelling place of hi people i: al 
generations, Pſal go 1. The pre 


ſence of God with the Creature ſan- 


Atifies it to us; there is not ſach 
vexation, but a ſatisfaction and com- 
fort in the holy uſe of it. A /ittle with 
God is more deſirable and delightful, 
than the greateſt abundance of all man- 
ner of ſtore without him. 

7. The World may beLoved, if we 
love it as if we loved it not;our af ection be- 
ing moaerated by the ſpecial grace of God, 
T hey that have the enjoyments of this 
life, ſhould be as if they had none; 
and they that buy a4 if they poſſeſſed net, 
1 Cor. 7. 30. The heart muſt not 


cleave in love to that which 1s in the} 


band 
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f hand ; but ſit looſe from it. becauſe it 


may quickly paſs away. A man may 
like a commoatons Inn to lodge in,When 
he 1s journeying; but he muſt not 


We are ſtrangers and ſojourners On 


{ Ezrth; the World through which 
we are travelling muit not be taking | 
| to us, atifit were our Home and Reſt, 


but as leaving it, we muſt love It. 
And we muſt be always reſolved and 


ready to part with the moſt deſirable . 


things in. 1t, when they ſtand in com- 
petition with Chriſt and the infinitely 
better, and eternally durable things 
of the.other World. 

In theſe particulars I have told you 
what that Love is; which'the World 
may have allowed to it : At the hear- 
ing of all this, the Worldling per- 
haps may flower; perhaps he may fame 
and fret , and ſay, It were as good 
that zo Love at all were allowed, as 


love thns limited : But an anderſtand- _ © ; 
ing and renewed Mind will yeild to | 
what has been ſpoken; and grant that 


E 4 that 


love it as a place of his conſtant abode. 


_ 


 — 
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that Love is molt reaſonable, that is 
- thus moderated and ſpiritualzed. 


It will be needful to add theſe two 
words of Caution | 


Firſt, Take hecd leſt MMammon deceive 


you by transformins bimſel# into Chriſf®s 
Servant ; for he may do ſo, as well as 


Satan trans form humſelf into an angel of 


Light. In your minding Worldly 
Aﬀairs take heed of pretending Religion, 
when ſelf is intended ; *tis a poor thing, 
a fooliſh part, while you profeſs your 
ſelves to be Chriſt's; for you to lay 


;up onely for your ſelves and yours ; it 
" Will be your Wiſdom, by a faithful 


improvement of this Worlds Goods, 
to provide your ſelves bag: that wax not 
old, atreaſure in heaven that faileth not, 
where 0 thief approacheth, neither math 
corrupteth, Luk. 12. 33. 


Secondly, Though inordinate love 


of the World be in ſome meaſure mor- 
tified ; take heed of its agazr prevail- 


ing, and recovering ſtrength in you. If © 


you loſe your firſt love to Chriſt ; your 
old lave to the world will ſoon revive. 
Be 
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Be jcalows over your Heartf and the 
World with a godly jealonſie Get the 
world more under, and let the Lord 
Jeſus ſtill have an higber pre-eminence-- 
in you above all things. 


I come now to the Application, and 
in applying this Do&rine, I ſhall, 

Firſt, Endeavour to convince the 
Lovers of the World, that they are in- 
deed ſuch Lovers. 

Secondly, I ſhall 4:ſwade ſuch Lo- 
vers from continuing as they are , by 
ſeveral moving Conſtuerations. | 

Thirdly, 1 ſhall attempt to caſt the 
World ont of the Church, and ſhew how 
unbecoming the Love of the World is, in 
Profeſſors of Chriſtianty. 

Fourthly, I ſhall d:ze& unto the 
uſe of proper remedies and means, that 
this Love of the World may be: -—7 
cured, | 

. Fifthly, Conclude with Ercorrage- 
ment to thoſe, in whom Love of the 
V Vorld is mortified. 


E 5 uSE 
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USE I. Shall be by way of Con- 
vittion. I ſhall endeavour to convince 
the Lovers of the VVorld, that they 
are indeed ſuch Lovers. Much has been 
ſpoken to this end already, in ſetting 
forth the Love of the VVorld, which 
the VVord of God forbids. Seriouſly 
and faithfully try your ſelves ; and ſee 
whether your Love to the VVorld, 
has not thoſe black marks and deadly 
Signs upon it, that argue you in hearr 
and aff eftion verily eſtranged from God. 
But that the Convictions may be the 
more thorow. I ſhall put theſe follow- 
ing Qzeſtions to you ; and let Cozſci- 
erice anſwer as In the Lords Preſence. 

1. Has not the VVorld the com- 
mand of your thoughts? and can't it 
command them away from God at 
any time, time of Dury not excepted ? 
Love has a mighty force to fix the 
thonghts where it ſelf 1s placed. If 
you contentedly let Mammon ſeize 
vpon your thoughts, when firſ# you 
wake in the Morning , and employ 
them 
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them all the day ;, and thoughts about 
the beſt things, as unwelcom Gueſts, 
have no Entertainment ; if when you 
ingage in any Duty of Religion at the 
Throne of Grace, in the Sanctuary, 
or at the Lords own Table; the 
VVorld without controul can call away 
your Hearts from what you are do- 
ing, and ſet you a thinking, projetting 
and contriving about your. ſecular af- 
fairs ;, certainly, though you are fo 
exprelly forbidden to ſet your aff eftion 
on things 07 earth; Col. 3. 2. yet on 
theſe earthly things yours is pla- 


ced, and the earthlineſs of your .. L 


thoughts is an evidence againſt you. 
2. Is not the VVorld the thing, 
which you moſt ſeriouſly intend and. 


aim at? VVhat is the Worldly Mans 


chief end? Truly 'tis that the World 
may be gotten and enjoyed, God and. 
the other VVorld are not in his eye. 
and deſign. He admires Worldly Wife 
dom,above that wiſdom that is ſpiritu- 
al,and endeavours to excell therein,that 
he may be ſhrode to get and keep the 
VVorlds 
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VVorlds good things. The VVorld- 
ling wonders at what the Apoſtles 
ſayes, 2 Cor 3. 18, Let no man deceive 
himſelf, uf any man among you ſeem to be 
wiſe in thi world, let him become a fool 
that he may be wiſe. He is too wiſe in 
his own coiceit to become a fool at the 
Apoſtles bidaing, though all is but ſeem- 
ing wiſdom that he is ſo much taken 
with. If the VVorld is the principal 
thing with you, and above all gettings, 
you count it your wildom to ger the 


' wealth and other enjoyments of it ; In 


the Catalogue Of the Morids Lovers, 
your zames are to beregilter'd. 

3. Are you not wich better pleaſed 
wit worldly diſcourſe, thar that which 
7s ro edification ! That paſſage is appli- 
cable here, Joh. 3. 31. Hethat t of the 
earth, 15, earthly and ſpeaketh of the 
earth. *Tis a great truth, Out of the 
atundarice of the heart the month ſpeaks, 
Mat. 12, 34+ It the Word of God be in 
our hearts, and is loved and delighted 
in; our mouths will talk of it, whea we 
fit in the houſe, and when we waik by the 
Way, 
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way, when we lye down and when we 
riſe up, Deus. 6. 6, 7, Bur if the 
World has poſſeſſion of the Heart, 
the breath will ſmell of it ; and there 
will be a dislikeing to talk or hear of 
any thing beſides. 

It is to be granted, that a good 
man who has much earthly buſineſs to 
manage, may be fain to ſpeak more 
words about his worldly affairs, than 
of God and Reltpion ;, but the World 
iz not talked of, as a ring moſt ſu- 
avie to him. He has moſt pleaſure in 
holy and :gracious communication ; 
and he often chides himſelf, becauſe 
his Tongue ſpeaks mo more of God, 


and with no more complacency. Eut if = 
' thy Tongue can freely run upen thy _” 


Pleaſures, thy Paſtimes, ard thy 
Gain ; if frothy, corrupe and atheiſtt- 
cal communication is not diſliked ; 
but holy counſels and canuticns, though 
thou greatly needeſt them, are very 
irkſome, and have an harſh ſound in 
thy Ears. T hat fooliſh Tongue and 
Ear of thine, do plainly ſpeak and 
prove 
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prove thee to be a Lover of the 
World. 

4. Don't you grudge God the Sab- 
bath, becauſe then you are ſo much re- 
flrain'd, and taken off from your worldly 
buſineſs ? They of old who faid, 
When will the Sabbath be gone ? that 
they might ſell their Corn as upon 
other dayes, Amos 8. 5. certainly 
the Sabbath was unwelcome to them ; 
and they rejoyced to ſee the end of 
it; and 'tis apparent that the Ordi- 
nances of God were contemned : Proſ- 
pering 41 the World, and increaſing in 
Riches, was the thing they coveted, 
But the Prophet adds, v. 7, 8. The 
Lord hath ſmorn by the excellency of 
Facob, Surely I will never forget any of 
their works. And he threatens ſuch 
Judgments as ſhould ſet the Land a 
trembling , and every one a mournin 
that dwelleth therein. Heavenly mind- 
ed David ſaid, A day in thy conrts ts 
better than a thouſand, Pſal. 84. 10. 
But Lovers of the World ſay, A day 
in the Shop, at the Exchange ; or any 
place 


place where Gain gotten, and Worldly 
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Pleaſure enjoyed, is much better than 
a thouſand dayes in Gods Sanctuary. 
Love of the World makes a man to 


\figh and fay in his Heart, Religious 


Duties what a wearineſs are they ! and 
why ſhould one day in ſeven be thus 
waſted ! 

Is it not your ward thought 
that there 1 much of fancy in Religion ; 
and that the things of the World are 


. moſt real ? The Lord complains of 


Iſrael,  Hoſ. 8. 12. I have written to 
them the great things of my law, but 
they were counted 454 a ſtrange thing. 
Hardly credible, little valuable , the 


truth and goodneſs of them by theſe _ I 


men was very queſtionable. Love of 


the World does hood-wink, the eyes of < Z 


thoſe who doat upon it ; ſo that they 7 
ſee little or nothing in the juſiifying 
Righteouſneſs of Chriſt ;, in partaking of 
the Divine Nature; in the Graces and 
Joyes of the ny Ghoſt. The young 
man in the Golpel, who was drawn 
away from Chriſt by his great riches ; 
his 


4 V9 * * Re 
G's " LIYY 


"Love of tel owlitCored. 


nal Life and a Treaſure in Heaven, 
' was doubtful, and his great poſſeſſions, 
as the moſt real and better of the Two, 
were to be preferred, Mammon has 
* certainly bejotred thy Heart with love, 


if thou thinkeſt that the Grace and * 


2? Peace which Believers have by Chriſt, 


: / anJ the Glory they hope for, are mere 


imaytuations; and that the Pfalmiſt 
knew n«t what he valued, ot underva- 
Iued, when he ſaid, The law of thy 
mouth us better to me than thouſands of 
gold and ſilver, Pſal. 119, 72. 

6. Don't you often venture pre- 
F ſumptuouſly #pon Sin, and conſequently 
E  wpon Hell, for the Worlds fake! If the 
” ſubile Tempter layes the World fer 
the bait, does he not eaſily catch you ? 
If Sins that pretend to be' for your 
world'y advantage and delight are or- 
dinarily, allowed of, your hearts are 
Mammons, and your ſelves at hu ſer- 
vice, though he put you upon never 
ſach bad and wicked employment. 
We ought not to do evil that good may 

come ; 


his thonght muſt needs be, that Erer- 
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r- | come ; though the glorifying God 1s 
2, the good pretended, Rom. 3. 7, 8, But 
S, | how juſt will the damnation of thoſe be, 
0, | who do evil, and ſuch an evil as Sw , 
S | is, that the good, the ſorry good of / © 
2» | the World may come to them / 

a * Who can conceive the #nfiniteneſs / 
'» | of evil that is in Sin, and the miſery { 
e | and miſchief that is in the bowels of - 
t it ! The loſs of Heaven, the loſs of 
p- Souls, the terrours of Death, the end- \ . 4 
y | leſs rorments of Hell, are all to be laid / 
f | at Sins door. Thou art a. frantick 
lover of the World indeed 3 if for 
the gainipg and enjoying thereof , , ,-z 
thou wilt venture by Sin to make God I 
thy enemy, and exclude _ his King- 

dom, and damnthee to Eternity - 


— 70 SY | 


VSE NI. In the ſecond place, I 
am to diſſwade you that are lovers of 
| the World from continuing as you are. 
L wiſh Conſcience may never let you 3 
be quiet, but alwayes de reproaching . 
of you for yorr fond and fooliſh | 
Lore, and doating on that, which if 
your 
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your eyes were open, you would ſee 
deſeryes to be deſpiſed. _ 
Argumeats to move you are theſe : 


1. Lovers of the World act ms/t 
unworthily. True worth is not ac- 


--counted by them as valuable; but mecr 


vanity 15 highly eſteemed. If an Jdiet 
were placed AS Prefident at the Council! 
Table, 225ve the wiſeſt and moit pru- 
dent Stateſman : If an errant Thief 
were let in a 7ribanal, above a righ- 
teoms Judge : If a profane Stage-player 
ſhould be let into the Pxlpir, rather 
than an able and faithful Preacher of 


_ the Goſpel : All would grant that this 
were a proceeding moſt unworthy, 


and no regard had to what was re- 
ally fit and worthy to be done. But 
Worldlings a much more unwor- 


_thily, when they place the Creatures 


in their hearts above the Creator; and 
Earth has the preeminence above Hea- 
ven. They are Contemneys of God, 
P/al. 10. 13. wherefore are they ſo ? 


_ Is he worthy to be contemned ? Can 


any ſay, He is a barren wilderneſs, or 
a land 


ee 
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a land of darkneſs? Fer. 2. 31. VVhat 
iniquity was ever fond in him? v. 5. 
But this vain VVorld 1s barren, as to / 
any ſubſtantial excellency ; and the- 
ooh iS, darkzeſs and iniquity "tis full 
of. | 


2. Lovers of the World are meer 


"children in underſtanding. The Apo- _ 


ſtle thus deſcribes his childhood 1 
1 Cor. 13. 11. When ] was a child, 1 
ſpake as a child, I underſtood as a child, 
] thought, or reaſoned #XoxGulw, 4s 4 
child, Then he adds, When I became 
a man, I put away childiſh things. Thus 
Worldlings ſpeak and underſtand, . 
and think of earthly things like meer } 
Children ; that the trifles of this © * 
World are grande aliquid, ſome great ©: 
matter ; whereas if they did but act 
like men in underſtanding, they would 
put away thoſe childiſh toyes, and |} } 
their own high thoughts and Imagl- | 3 
nations concerning them. The Lover © 
of the World would be wiſe ; but 
worldly wiſdom wil] never make him 


ſo : He is compared to a wild afſes* * 


colt ; 
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|. colt ; to ſhew both his frllineſs, and 


his obſtinacy therein, Fob t1. 12. 

The things of this World are cal- 
led 6Hye2 earth'y thinzs ;, to ſhew how 
mean and low they are; as much in- 
feriour to heavenly things #n excel- 
lency, as they are #2 place below them ; 
and tis only during mans ſhort abode 
on Earth, that theſe things can be 
enjoyed. Yet Worldiings are h1nge- 
ly taken, and rejoyce in ſuch things 
as theſe; as Children are with Rat- 


'>tles and Councers, which grown Men 


do look upon as worthleſs and con- 
temptible. 

3. Lovers of the World do love 
an enemy ,, ani by loving it, give it 
power toruine them. T he Apoſtle tells 
us, Whatſoever is born of God over- 


cometh the world, 1 John 5. 4. Viftory | 


over the World plainly ſhews that 


- the World does war againſt us; and 
that which wa-s azainſt us is an enemy. © 


Grace indeed can make friends of the 
Mammon of Unrighteo!ſneſs ; but 


*conſidered in our Nat :ral State , 


Mammon 
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Mammon 1s a grand Adverſary. The + 
Prince of this World has indeed - 
fiery darts of his own, which are very 
dangerous ; and we have need of the 
ſhield of Faith to quench them. But 
ſome of the worſt weapons which he 
- uſes againſt us, are drawn forth out 
of the Worlds Armoury It was ſaid, 
as | remember, to a King of Mace- 
don, *egypiaus Neygeum ws a myTe 
xegmiTes, that he ſhould fight with fil- 
Ver Spears, ard he would certavily be 
viciorlous. Satan £OCsS this WAY. He. 
uſes the Wealth, the Pleaſure, and - 
Grandeur of the World as his wea- - 
pons and how mighty are theſe car- 2: 
nal weapons found ! What multi- . 
tudes are hereby conquered ! I 
W orldlings ſhould remember,that 7 
what they /ove, Satan makes uſe of as } 
an inſtrument of Death; that by this + 
means they may be deſtroyed. What ,3 
an abſurd thing would it be for a * 
man to be fond of a Dagger that is 
to ſtab him, or of Poyſon Which is to 
be given to him ! And truly Satan 


does * 
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| does as effectually diſpatch ſouls by 
|, the things of the World ; as lives are 
taken away by Ponyard or Poyſon. Con- 
/ tempt of the World would prevent 
\, miſchief by it, and fruſtrate the 
wiles of the evil one ; but Iove of 
the World makes it ſo. dangerons and 
deadly, and the things of it become 
ſtrong cords to draw men away from 
God, and to hale them away unto eter- 
ral perdition. | | 
| 4 Love of the World fills it with 
> fir and wickedneſs. Worldly lufts how 
lf. vehemently do they urge men to ſtick 
|. at nothing, though never io bad, for 
-” their ſatzfattion ! We read Jam. 4.1. 


{” . among you * Come they nor hence, even 
| -- of your luſts that war in your members ? 
Men do fight for the World ; and 
Kill for the World ; and deal unrigh- 
teouſly for the World; they ſwear 
E\ and lye for the World; they caſt off 
# | Religion and the fear of God for the 
T World. Deſire after ſomething or 
EY other inthis World : how is it at the 
2 bottom 
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From whence come wars and fightings 
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bottom of the mt wicked villanies 
that are aCted therein ! We find 
1 Kings 21. 12,13. a Faſt proclaimed, 
Religion moſt baſely abuſed ; Naboth 
ſet en bigh among the people, as anoto- 
rious, impious Traytor and Malefa- 

\ Ctor; ewo ſons of Belial, like our late 
Iriſh Evidences, Witneſs againſt kim 
that he did blaſpheme God and the King, 
and he is carried forth out of the City, 
and jtoned with ſtones that he dyed ; and 
the ground of all this horrid wickedneſs 
is Ahabs coveting of Naboths vineyard. 

5. Love of the World loads it with 
Judgments and Calamities, It cauſes 
men to zeplett the God of Heaven, and | 
the Daty which they owe him; and / 
hereby they provoke bzs wrath and in- 
dignation againſt them 2 And this 
diſpleaſure breaks forth in divers __. 

plagues and miſeries; Deut. 28. 58. 

| ' The Lord will make thy plagues wonder- + 

| ful, and the plagues of thy ſeed ;, even 

great plagues and of long continuance. 

How terribly does He ſpeak, Zeph. 

3. 8. My determination is to gather the : 

nations, + } 
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nations, that 1 may aſſemble the king- 
doms, to pour upon them mine indigna- 
tion, even all my fierce anger ; for all 
the earth ſhall be devoured with the fire 


of my jealouſie. 


And as Lovers of the World incur 


Gods hatred, ſo it oftentimes makes 
them full of hatred, envy, and un- 
juſt and uncharitable deſigns one a- 
gainſt another. Worldly Love breaks 
through all zataral and civil bonds, as 
well as obligations in point of Con- 
ſcience. 
Beware of men ; as being 10W very 
dangerous creatures one to another. 


- And the Prophet ſaycs, Fer. g. 4, 5. 


Take ye heed everyone of his neighbour, 
and truſt ye not in any brother ;, for every 
brother will- utterly ſupplant, and every 
neighbour will walk with ſlanders ; and 
they will deceive every one 015 neighbour, 
and will not ſpeak the truth; they have 
tanght their tonoue to ſpeak lyes, they 


are very artificial at it, and wedry | 


themſelves to commit inquity. 


An 


Our Lord therefore ſayes, 


_— an 
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An ambitious affetation of Rule | 
and Governing, and worldly wealth 
and greatneſs; was the riſe of the. 
Four Monarchies mentioned Dar. 7. 3. 


.compared unto Four great Beaſts. And 


by theſe Beaſts, how many were de- 
voured! with what brutiſh rage and 
cruelty were theſe Kingdoms manag- 
ed! It was a true obſervation of an 
Ancient Father, Omnes nos ſumut, aut 
corvi qui lacerant, aut cadavera que lace» 


'rantur. All are either Bzras of prey, 


or a prey to theſe Birds. Mifery is 
great upon Earth, for the ſubtle prey 
upon the ſimple ; and the ffronger do 
devour the weaker. Love of the World 


and Self-love, makes. men ſavage and 


cruel to one another. © | 
6. Lovers of the Kore help for- 
ward their own _=”_ i An high e- © 
ſteem of the World raiſes expecta- 
tion to a great height; 2nd when it 
does not anſwer expeCtation 3 but 


| come Exceeding ſhort of it, there 1s 


the greater trouble in the diſappoint- 
ment. TheStronger the Worldlings 
F Atﬀections 


- thus peircing tous; whereas if theſe 
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Aﬀedtions are, the ſharper is Afi: 
ction; the more grieyons are the 


Croſles he meets with, and the Loſlg 
which he does ſuſtain. - Love does ex- 
cite thoſe other paſſions of Sorrow, 
Wrath, Envy, Care ; which havez 
great deal of torment in them. The 
World being rightly compared t 
ſharp thorns, to a pricking Briar ; w 
ſhould any be ſo deſirous to hug I horn 
and Briars and Brambles in his Bg 
fom !,. The {trength of our Aﬀections 
and Paſſions, make earthly things, 


affections were but mortified ; we 
Thould not be liable to ſuch diſtur- 
bance, but wjth the Apoſtle we 
ſhould kndf® honggf want and bow to. abound 
and learn in wigf/oever jtate we are there- 
with to be cqutents.Phil. 4. 12. 

7. Love of the World is a great 
hindrance toj alth ia Chriſt Feſws 'T his 
is it which keeps the heart faſt ſhut a- 


Sainſt the Lord of Life, the Ambaur| 


of Eternal Salvation. [t is written Foh. 
5- 44. How can ye believe which re- 
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cerve hononr one of another, and ſeek not 
the henour that cometh from God onely? 


ie 'If affeQting Honour in the world, and 


| glory from Men, makes believing im- 


poſſible ;, by a parity of reaſon , affe&t- 
ing worldly delights and. wealth, - 


"whilſt ſuch affection is indulged ; will 
be as effeCtual impediment unto Faith. 


By the Marriage Supper, Mat. 22. 2. 
we are to underſtand the benefits of 
Chriſt, which the Goſpel invites all to 
partake of; and the word /arriage, 


.does give an hint, that they who 
would partake of theſe benefits, muſt 


conſent to be betrothed to him ; but 
When the invitation was made, they 
who were invited, made light of it, 
ver. 5. and minding and being taken \ 
with the ehings of the world was the rea- |} 
ſon\it is ſaid, they went their way, one to 


bu farm,and another to his merchandize. 


The young Man in the Goſpel was 
inclined towards Chriſt; and one 
would have thought, was near this 
Spiritual Marriage; but Love of the 
World, did forbid the Baness He 

F 2 could 
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could not be brought to prefer Chriſt 
- and Heaven, before his earthly Riche 
which he had ſuch ſtore of. _Agripp4 
was almoſt perſwaded to be a Chriſtian, 
A&t. 26. 28. but we read not that evet 
he was perſwaded altogether ;, and 'tis 
more than probable that love of world 
ly greatneſs was the obſtacle ; we don't 
read that he was willing to hazard his 
Crown of Gold, and take up the Croſs 
of Chriſt, though he might have gain- 
ed a Crown of Life. Love of the world 
how oppoſite is it to the great com- 
mand of theGoſpel which is to believe! 
True Faith overcomes the world, and 
this victory 1s by throwing it, and 
the Love of it, out of the Heart, elſe 
Chriſt would nevet be received there. 
8. The greateſt Lovers of the 
World may have the ſooneſt, and wil 
bave the ſaddeſt parting with it, The 
Worldling may be ſuddenly arreſted by 
Death the King of Terrors,and brought 
before that dreadful Tribunal, where 
he will be both judged and condemned 
together : In the midſt of a worldly and 
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ſelfiſh deſign, in the- very heat and ea- 


gerneſs of his Spirit towards his earthly 
buſineſs ; when he promiſes to himſelf 


may prove a vapour which ſuddenly 
vaniihes away z and then all his 
thoughts and projets periſh; and when 
his breath goes forth and he returns to his 
earth; twill be found he has been Ua- 

boaring for the wind. | 
And how ſad a parting with the 
World will the Lover of it have! Cloaths 
and Ornaments muſt be put of, and the 
Winding Sheer muſt be put on ; Delict-- 
ous Fare, and coſtly Wines muſt be taſt- 
ed no more; Sleep is a locking up of the 
Senſes, but Death will deſtroy thern ; 
and what is pleaſing to the Senſes, muſt 
be enjoyed no longer. The deareſt Re- 
lations muſt be bid farewell, without 
hopes of ſending any to them from the 
dead, to warn them to repent : The 
pleaſant habitation with all its Furnt- 
ture and delights muſt be left, and he 
muſt lye down in a dark and cold grave. 
FI But. 
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But oh ! there is One part of Him, 
which Death cannot ſeize; and that's 
the Soul, and whither muſt that go? Hell 
z the place that will receive the ſepara; 
ted Spirits of all thoſe that dye in rherr 
worldlincſs and wickedneſs ; Pſal. 9. 17. 
The Wicked ſhall be turned into Hell, and. 
all the Nations that forget God, | 

Let all this which has been ſpoken, 
cauſe theſe Lovers of the World, to 
bethink themſelves ; that they may 
perceive, there 1s the worſt ſort of 
Phrenſie in that Earthly AﬀeCtion 
Which 1s ſo predominant in them. 


But ſome may here Objef, 

That ſpeaking thus againſt love of the 
World, may prove of very ill and danger- 
0145 Conſequence. If the World may 
net be coveted after Merchandiſe muſt 
ceaſe ; and trading be under great diſ- 
couragement ; the endeayours of all 
will be damped in the works of their 
particular callings and Money that is 
ſaid to anſwer all things will ſignifie 
little or nothing. If worldly gain 
| may 
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may be no more minded than has been 
allowed ; the Seaman will have little 
heart to Sail, and the Souldier have 


t| leſs conrage to fight for his King and 


Country and ſoat the long run, this 


"' Doctrine which teaches contempt of 
| the World may wndermine the Throne, 
{ and -prove prejudicial to the State and 


Government. 
Unto this Obje#;on I thus Ar- 


ſwer. 


That if Love to the World be mo- 
derated by the Word, and God is 
loved above all, RighteouſneG follow - 
ed after,and the World to come chief- 
ly minded, all the harms conſequent 
hereupon, are onely the meer zmagi- 
nations of a fooliſh carnal mind. God- 
Imeſs will be found profirable for all 
things; hurtful neither to any per ſor: 
or thing In the whole World. 

The Merchant whoſe Soul is truly 
wiſe and noble, that is to ſay Is heaven- 
ly, fo that he looks principally after 
the pearl of great price, Mat. 13. 46. 
He goes the way to have a bleſſing up-- 

F 4 | On. 
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on his other Merchandize; and he is 
fitter to be truſted with more of the 
World ; becauſe He and ab! that he has 
arc lincerely at God's Service 

Thejuſt and righteous Tradeſmay, 
whoſe delire'is to render wnto God the 
things that are Gods, and lot es Him and 
hs Service before any thing in the 
World ; who wrengs not his Neigh- 
bony by any falſe and knaviſh dealing ; 
nay Is ready to ſhew him mercy when 
he needs it: The Lord delights in ſuch 
a Man,Prov 11. 1. Afalſe balance ts an 
abominatien to the Lord,but a juſt weight 
. % bis delight, Prov. 15. o He loves 
' him that followeth after righteouſneſs. 
He rejoyceth over him to do him good, and 
takes pleaſure in-his proſperity. How 
can ſuch a Man be in the leaſt prejudi- 
ced by his ſeeking of God, ſince there 
is ſuch a ſure promiſe ; that they that 
ſeekthe Lord ſhall not want any good thing? 
Pſal. 34- 10. 

The Seaman, who loves the Lord 
above the World, and truſts in him; 
and deſires /o much of earthly things, 
and 


__ 
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and no more than Divine Wiſdom ſees 
expedieat for him'to have; this Man 
is ſafeſt in his Sajling, the Providence 
of God is his Convoy, the Anchor of 
his Hope is caſt within the Yeil: His 
dependance is upon the Almighty both 
for Security and Succeſs; and that 
dependance (hall not be in vain; for the 
Lord Is: the confidence of them that are 
afar off upon the Sea, Pal. 65. 5. and 


| even the Wind andthe Seaobey him. And 


if any thing adverſe does befall him; it 
(hall work, for good, and iſJue in his grea- 
teſt advantage. | 

The Sonldier who has a good Cauſe, 
and a good Conſcience, who ſeeing the 
hazzard and uncertainty of Lite,, is. 
weaned from the World, and makes. 
ſure of Heaven; this man is compaſſed 
with the favour of God as with a ſheiid,, 
Pal. 5. 12. How valiantly will ſuch a 
Souldier fight againſt the Enemy,who: 
has the Lord of Hoſts, the God of Bat- 
tle to ſtand by him\ An Army of ſuch. 
Souldiers both by Sea and Landzwhat a: 
Security would they be to the Fhrone: 
F5 and! 
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and Government ! Whereas a cove- 


tous » wicked and debauched Army ,| 


large offers of Gold may eaſily make 
them wnfaithful , an evil Conſcience 
when it comes to engagement with 
the Enemy, may make them cowardly 
and fainthearted; and fo many accur- 
ſed things there are among them, as 
may juſtly provoke the Lord to deny 
them Yidory ! 

Let not the Rulers and Potentates of 
the Earth look upon Chriſtianity with 
a jealous eye, becauſe it perſwades 
men to deſpiſe the World ; for Chri- 
ſtians indeed , who /et their hearts 


upon, and ſeek the things above, will | 


make the beſt uſe of things on earth; 
and in uſing of them ſt conſult the 
publick good, and prove general Bleſ: 
ſings to all, and that from the 1Ligh- 
tieſt to the Meaneft. 


In the next 
objet : 

That all this Diſcourſe againſt 
Loye of the World, does concern them 
either 


place ſome may alſo 
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either not at all, or but very latle ; for 
they are poor, and have very little of 
the Worid to ſet their hearts upon. The 
rich and wealthy indeed may need cau- 
tzon ; but they who have ſo ſmall 2 
portion of the World, are in no dan- 
er. 

Unto this I thus return an An- 
ſwer; - 

That: tHe poor of the World may be: 
aver lovers of the World. 

And they who have very little of. 
the World, may be eternally undone. 
by It. 

4 The poor of the World may over-. 


love the World. T heir little may be. 


very greatly eſteemed, and have alarge. 
ſhare of their Afefdions ; They may. 
love one pornd as well, as a very weal-. 
thy man way love a thouſand. If the. 
poor are diſcontented, and fret at Pro-. 
vidence, that they have no more of the. 
World ; this diſcontent diſcovers an. 
inordinate ' affeftion to the World: If 
they are enviow at thaſe who .bave. 
mre than themſclves, 1t argues _ 
tne: 
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the World 1s too lovely and excellent in 
their eyes; and they don't conſider, 
that the nioſt proſperous .Worlkd- 
lings ſhall ſoon be cut down as the graſs, 
and wither as the green berb, Pſal. 
37-2. If the poor are eager in their 
deſires after wealth, though they can- 
not obtain what they deſire, this de- 
fire Is covetouſneſs ; though what is 
coveted flees from them, *and their 


moſt diligent purſvits after it are in | 


vain- » 

The World may have a fall poſ: 
ſeſſion of the hearr, the thoughts, the 
admiration, the choice and moſi eager 
aff ettions of it ;, and yet perhaps very 
tittle of the World may ever come 
into the hands. 

2. They who have very little of the 
World may be eternally undone by it : 
Therefore even theſe have need ta, be 
cautioned againſt the love of it, If 
the poor mans care about the World, 
and deſire after it, takes him off from 
holy duties, or makes him very heart- 
leſs in them ; If he ſo minds his thn 
an 


It. 
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and petty concerns in the World, as 
to be mindleſs of his Sou!, and to ne- 
gle the Salvation of it : Though he 
has never /o little of the World, he 
is very much a worldling ; and how in- 
exculable 1s he, who ſor ſo ſmall a 
matter of the World, will venture to 
loſe his Soul ; the loſs of which, the 
gain of the whole world is not enough 
Lo compenſate! Mark 8. 36, 37. Tudas 


' was far from being a rich man ; he 


bare the bas after Chriſt ; and his - 
heart was too much init 3 for ſo ſinall 
a natter as thirty pieces of ſilver he 
betrayed his Lord, he undid himſelf, 
and became the ſor of eternal perditi- 
on, John 17. 12. If a poor :::an to 
get a penny, will ſpeak and att falſly 
and diſhoneſily, He loves the worid with 
a witneſs, who will preſume to ſin 
againſt God for the gain of it. He 


loves it in ſuch an bieh degree, thar © *® 


he really hates himſelf for the ſake of 


VSE 


|... much more deſirable. 
f without ſome Paſſion cryes out; 
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USE II, Inthe third place I ſhall 
attempt to caſt the World out of the 
Church, and ſhew how anbecoming the 
love of the World is, in Profeſſors of 
Chriſtzanity. The yery Heathens by 
the light of Nature may ſee the Worlds 
vanity, and many of them did dif- 
cern that vertwue, and goodneſs, and 
future rewarasin the other World, were 
| The Poet not 


O curve in terras anime, & celeſtinm 
enanes! L 


Alas! that ſouls ſhou]d. be jo b:wed 
dowa towards the Earth, as if there 
were zo H:aven over their heads! And 
if the light of Nature makes the Hea- 
thens love to the World to be with- 
out apology ; the /ight of the Goſpel 
which gives /uch 4 view.of the World 
to come, Cauſes this love of the World 


in Profeſſors of Religion, to be much 


Now that the 


more withoxt excuſe. 
| Heart 


1m 
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Heart of every. one who xames the 
name of Chriſt, may come out from the 
World, and love it no Ionger , let 
theſe following particulars be pon- 
der'd with the greateſt ſeriouſneſs. 

1. How little of the World had 
Chriſt himſelf in the dayes of his fleſh, 
and how much did he contemn it | When 
the People would have forced a crown 
upon him, and maae a King of him) 


he refuſed it, ohm 6. 15. Nay when 


Satan offered him all the imperial Dia- 
dems and Kingdoms of the World, and 
the glory of them, how far was he 
from accepting them ! ar 4. 10. 
He that was Lord of all, became poor, 
and was contented to be ſo, that we 
through his poverty might be rich, 2. Cor. 
3. 9. As his poverty and ſufferings 
were meritorious of the beſt things for 
us, ſo the eying of Chriſts poverty, as 
to the things of the World, may be 
a ſtrong inducement to make us deſpiſe 
an earthly treaſure, and mind the true 

riches, the worth Gf which is wan- 
ſearchable, Shall Chri/t the Head ſhew 
ſuch 
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ſuch a contempt of the World, and 
ſhall not the ſame mind be in them 


that profes themſelves his Members? 


2. What ſiric® cantions does our 


Lord give againſt covering this preſent 


World | He very well knew both our 
natural prozeneſs to be eager after it, 
and our great peril in being ſo. He 


underſtood the earthlineſs of our 


Hearts ; therefore he ſayes, Lay not 


up for your ſelves treaſures upon earth, 


Mat. 6. 19. and Fohn 6. 27. he. for- 
bids labouring for the meat which pe- 
riſheth, c 
labour to get the things of the World 
which are of a periſhing nature,. and 
which cannot prevent our periſhing for 


ever ; but we muſt labour for that 
meat which endures to everlaſting life. 


-Erernal Lite muſt be minded chiefly, 


and the means to obtain it , and i 
life is to be had in Chriſt for him 


hath God the Father ſealed. 
What a Caurion is that! Zuke 12, 
15. Take heel and beware of covetouſ- 


neſs; for a mans life Conſiſteth not in the- 
abundance 


It muſt not be our greateſt 
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abundance of the things which he poſ- 
ſeſſeth. The words tranſlated, T ake 
heed and beware, are %&%2T u, quad, 
ſee and /ook well ; and guard and keep 
your ſelves from covetouſneſs. See 
the emprineſs of what you covet after : 
See the ſin and provocation there is in 
covetouſneſs ; and be ſure to keep 
ur ſelves from that which will do 
you ſo little good, and which will be 
ſo great an evit in you. | 
3. They that z#nter into Covenant 
with God, profeſs to renounce the World, 
Profeſſours of Chriſtianity have been 
baptized in the Name of the true God, 
Fataer, Son and Holy Ghoſt. And as 
the Iſraelites of old entered mto cove- 
nant with God in their very infancy, 
and were by their Circumciſion the 
token of that covenant, Gen. 17. 11. 
laid under an obligation to /ove and 


ſerve the Lord Jehovah. In like man- 


ner, under the New Teſtament, Bap- 
tiſm is an ingagement of. ſuch a na- 
ture. From their very infancy the 
of-ſpring of Chriſtian Parents are. 
_ holy, 
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holy, 1 Cor. 7.-14. ſevarated to the 


Lord, and devoted fo him. And they 
that are thus conſecrated and devo- 
ted to Goa, why ſhould Aſammon have 
their love and labour ! As they are 
bound to abſtain from the evi! of ſin, 
and to reſiſt the evil one ;, fo to keep 
therr hearts off from the World, that 
the Lord may have their hearts for 
himſelf to dwell in ; and their whole 
man to be employed in that work un- 
to which he calls them. Every time 
Profcſſors renew covenant with God, 
they do afreſh renounce the World ; 
and what perfidiouſneſs and Cove- 
nant-breaking is it, if they ſhall doat 
upon it ! | 

In the Old Teſtament, 1do/atry was 
accounted a groſs Covenant-breaking 
with the true God. 
ſayes to Idolatrons Iſrael, Loammi 
you are z0t my people ; and Loruhamab, 
I will no more have mercy upon you, Hoſ. 
I. 6, 9. Now covetouſneſs being ex- 
preſly called 7dolatry ; the covetous 


Profeſlour violates his covenant with: - 


the 


Therefore : he 
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the Lord, and derfies the World : It 
may ftartle all to read, that coveronſ- 
neſs u idolatry, and that for this thing 
ſake the wrath of God cometh upon the 
children of diſobedience, Col. 3. 5,6: 
4+ How does love of the World caſt 
a blemiſh upon Profeſſors of Religion ! 
How does it debaſe both their Spirits 
and their Prattices! when they are ſo 
intent upon earthly gain ; when they 
inquire ſo ſeriouſly, who will ſhew them 
any worldiy good ? T hey ſpeak, they 
att, they walk u(t like other men ;, and 
ſhew themſelves of the ſame worlaly 
ſpirit with them. How wzrlevely do 
theſe /pots .of the World make Profeſ- 
fors! Too applicable is that Text, . 
Deut. 32. 5. They have corrupted them- 
ſelves, their ſpot is not the ſpot of his 
children, they are a perverſe and crook- 
ed generation. his love of the World 
argues either a want of Faith, or a. 
great weazzeſs of Faith in them; and 
it hardens them that are without, In 
their worldly-mindedneſs and infidelity. 
How can the profane chuſe but-be con- 
firmed 
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firmed in their hgh thoughts of Earth, 
and their /ow thoughts of Heaven ; 


when they evidently perceive Profeſ- 


ſors, in the whole conrſe of theipg 
endeavours, ſo rmch negletting Heaven 


. for Earths ſake! 


I do not wonder that the covetor,, 
conſidering what harm they do by 
aiſcrediting Religion ; that they are 
ranked with ſome of rhe worſt of men 
in Scripture. 


you ſhall find the Holy Ghoſt does 
thruſt in the Coverows among them 3; 
1 Coy. 6. 0, 10. Be not deceived, nei- 


. . v, 
. ther fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adul- 


terers , nor effeminate, nor abuſers of 
themſelves with” mankind, nor thieves, 
nor Covetous, nr drunkards, nor re- 


vilers, nor extortioners, ſhall inherit the” 


kingdom of God. See alſo 1 Cor. 5. 
Il. But now I have written unto you :0t 
to keep company ;, if any man that is cal- 
led a brother, be a fornicator or cove- 
rous, a 4a" id:later, or a railer, or 4 
drunkard, or an extortioner ; with ſuch 

7 one 110 not to eat. 5- Love 


_ 


When you have a pack | 
of very bad men mentioned together, 
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5. Love of the World is the ſchiſ- 


matick , the great Church-render and 
divider. Schiſmes have made ſore 
wounds In the Church of Chriſt z and 
carnal and worldly minds have cauſed 
them : 1 Cor. 3. 3. For whereas there 
among you envying, and ſtrife, and 
diviſions ,, are ye not Carnal and walk, 
4 men ! In theſe diviſiens, whatever 
order, Or decency, or purity, is pre- 
tended, 1ome carnal and worldly inte- 


" reſ# is at the bottom. Schiſmatical 


Diotrephes will :20t receive the brethren 
caſteth out of :he Church thoſe that 
were better thi}: himſelf : The reaſon 
is,, he is fond of honowr from men, 
and loves to have the preeminence, 3 Joh. 
V. 9, 10. Wherefore do perverſe 
men ſpeak perverſe things, that they 
may draw away adiſcipies after them ? 
Aits 20. 30. The Apoſtle tells 1 $, 
Tit. 1.11. they are ated by the hepe 
and love of worldly gain; they teach 
things which they ought not, for filthy 
Incres ſakes 


Breaches 
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Breaches among Chriſtians at this 
day, are wide «4s the'Sea; Fountains 
of tears are notſufficient to bewail them. 
And Mammon has a great hand \n them. 
If Men can but keep np their ow7 re- 
pute-in the World ; and rhat of therr 
Party; if they can but feather their 
own Neſts; how careleſs and uncon- 


cerned are many, what becomes of |- 


the General Intereſt of the Chriſtian 
Religion / If Proteflors of all perſwa- 
fions would but deny themſelves as to 
their ſecular Intereſt ; if they would 
but love the world leſs, and one another 
more ;, if in honour they would prefer one 
another ; if they would ſeek the wealth 
of others, as well as their.own ,, and con- 
{ider that diviſions in the bouſe of God, 
have a tendency to the deſtruttion and 
fall of it ; we might hope then to ſee 
our breaches healed ;, this would be the 
way to Vmry and Peace. : 


6. Love of the World is the great] 


Cauſe of Apoſtaſie in the honr of I empta- 
ton. This It was which did caſt down 
two Stars from Heaven ; it made Judas 
to 
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to fall fr/t, and Demas after him, 2 
Tim. 4« 10+ Demas hath forſaken me 
having loved this preſent world, Fear 
of the Worlds fwy makes:many Apo- 
ſtates ; out with that Fear, Love is 
joyned; they over-affett their worldly 
coniferts, and will not part with them 
for Chriſts ſake. - .1 he Pythagoreans 


|. were Wont to ſet up xeorigiz, empty 


Coffs in the room of thoſe who had de-+ 
generated from their Philoſophy ; as 
being Apoſtates from a good Life,which 
is therrue Life indeed; and therefore 
fu to be reckgenedamong the dead. Ah! 
how many empty Ceffins might be ſer 
up in the room of Apoſtatized Pro- 
feſſors in this degenerate and back- 
ſiding Age /- And upon theſe Coffins 
there might be this /nſcription, Theſe 


fell from the Faith, and departed from 


God, being drawn away by love to the 
World. 


USE IV. In the Fonrth Place, 1 
am to dire unto proper Remedre: for 
the curing of this Love of the World, 
I hope 
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{ hope by this time you apprehend the 
malignity and danger of this Diſ- 
eaſe. 
" The Remedies that are to be pre- 
ſcribed againſt itare theſe. 
1. Pray earneſtly to be delivered 
from the ſpirit of this World. The A- 
poſtle ſpeaks of 73 vids 54 xows, the 
ſpirit of the World which he would no 
entertain, 1 Cor. 2. 12. They that 
are acted by this ſpirit, judge nothing 
to have worth in it, but what is v:i- 
| ble and ſenſible ; as for ſpiritual things 
they are counted Yfooliſhneſs. Nay, 
He that wrote the Leviathan, was 
ſunk, fo deep into Fleſh, that he aſſert: 
ed, the notion of a Spirit did imply. a 
contradittion, | he Spirit of the world 
1s pzrpetually commencing the things 
of it; as if theſe onely were ſubſtantial, 
other things meer dreams and ſhadows. 
The body is lookt upon as the Man; 
and the ſarfattion of the Bodies, Appe- 
tires and Deſires; is eſteemed the very 
height of humane felicity. Look upon 
ſuch Inſinnations, as moſt falſe and per- 
| nicion ; 
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nicious ; for if they are entertained, 
they will chain your hearts to the 
Earth; the World which is nothing, 
will be a//; Chriſt who is a/! will be 
nothing with you- Look upward to 
the Father of Lights, and intreat that 
the l:ght in you may not be darkneſs , 


_ that the World may never have your 


judgments to fide with it; nor pronounce, 


' that 'tis the beſ# thing for you. 


2. Take heed of being ſwayed and 
led away by the General Example. You 
are not to follow a multitude to do evil , 
neither muſt you imitate a multitude 
in caſt129 away your Love upon Vanity. 
The Sons of men are ſtrongly induced 
to love the World by the general Ex- 
ample that is before their eyes; the 
hearts of meſt, they ſee, are eager this 
way; and hereby they harden one anc- 
ther in their worldly-mindedneſs A 
few indeed are choſen ont of the world ; 
ard theſe do chuſe and ſeek a better 
world ;, but the Generaliry of men eve- 
ry where, are Earthly; the ſhrodeſt 


Hhads, the greateſt Wits ; the deep- 
G Cit 
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eſt Politiczans; and many times Clerg . 


Men of the higheſt Rank and Order, 
mind Earth, and deride Heaven ; an 
no wonder that their Example has 
mighty influence, and 7z4ny follow thei 
pernicious Wayes. 

The Apoſtle tells us, that Nor 
ny wiſe men after the Fleſh, not ma 


mighty,not many noble are called, 1 Corl 1, 


I. 26, and ſince theAhings on eart) 
are ſo generally in requeſt , and that z 
mong the wiſe, the mighty, and no 
ble of the World,you had need great 
ly to beware leſt your hearts and af 


fettions be carried away by the ftrony - 


and mighty ſirean of ſuch examples 
Why ſhould you do 3s the moſt do! 
Why ſhould you love What the me 
love? ſi::ceall conſidered in their nz 
tural ſtate, do /ye in wickedneſs, and 
are void of underſtanding ? Rom. 3.10, 
31. There # none righteom, no not one: 
there is none that underſtandeth , there u 


none that ſteketh after God, The World| - 


is a great Bedlam; moſt in tt are per: 
fectly mad. ſor love of it ; Oh cry to be 


renewed 
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il renewed 51 the ſpirit of your mind ; that 
you may not be beſides your ſelves as 
they are. 
3.See the nſufficiency of all the wealth 
in the World to redeem a loſt Soul, 1 Pet. 
1. 18, 19. Foraſmuch as ye know ye Were 
net redeemed with corruptible things, as 
' filver and gold, but with the preciomnd 
 bloud of Chriſt as of a lamb without ble- 
miſh, and without ſpot. Gold and Sil- 
ver are vilified,called corruptible ; theſe 
cannot be a price for Sinners Ranſom z 
but the blond of Chriſt is preczoxs in- 
deed ; with this price all Souls are 
of bought ; that are ſaved. Would you 
ceaſe loving the World ? See how 
unable *rts to help you in your greateſt 
miſery. Behold yonr lelves ccmpaſſed 
about with innumerable evils, and. yout 
zniquities taking hold of you; and mak- 
ing your hearts to fail within you 5 
Pſal 40.12. Take notice of the 7#- 
ftice of God demanding ſatisfattion for 
all your Offences ; ſee the wrath of 
God hanging over your Heads, and 
the cre of the broken Law lying up- 
G 2 on 
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on you; .and in this greateſt diftreſ; 
what can poor Mamm.n do for your 
help ? Nothing of the World can pre 
vent a Souls ſinking into Hell, nor pacify 
and heal a wounded Con[cience, When 
J14as his Conſcience was full of An 
gviſh and Horrour, for his ſinning in 
betraying innocent blood, he caſts aw 
the peices of ſilver which he had coveted 
Mat. 27. 4,5- the greateſt trealure 
in ſuch a Caſe is unavailable. 

4. Refle(t upon your own experience, 
and often recal to mind what you hbau 
found the World tobe to you. T he book 
of Eccleſiaſtes is a declaration of Sole. 
mons experience of this World ; God 
ſuffered him to enjoy a great deal 0 
it, that his experience might be the 
more large ; and refletting,what,upon 
ſo full atrial, he had found it, his dif 
paraging of it, ſhews how Urrle he loves 
and admired it. T hoſe expreſſions, 
Vanity of Vanities, ard Vamty increa- 
ſed, and YVexation of Sperit, and no Pre 
fit, and Labour with ſore Travel, and 
evil Diſeaſe; 
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fication of worldly affefticn. And what 
does your own experience tell you , 
1 when you do conſult it ? When did 
the World anſwer your expettation ? 
When did you find that in it which 
4 yon hoped for ? When you have truſt- 
ed ic it, how has it failed you ! You 
4} have been rewarde41 with vanity, and 
how vain has your confidence proved ! 
Fob 15. 31, Let not him that #5 deceiu- 
ed truſt in vanity ;, for vanity ſhall be hts 
recompence. Nay that worldly enjoyment, 
which you have been moſt fond of, has 
been found leaſt ro deſerve it, and has 
proved the greateſt croſs to you. Let 
ſenſe and feeling of the Worlas thorns, 
cure your love to it, as if it Were ar 
eaſie and pleaſant thing. 

5. Improve the crucifixion of Chriſt. 
Our Lord npon the Croſs did ſpoz1 
Satan, and rriumpht over him. He 
ſilenced him as an accuſer , and the 
vertue of his Death is rco ſtrong for 
him as a rempter. Theold Adam was 
alſo crucified with Chriſt, that the whole 
body of ſin might be deſtroyed. Ard 

G 3 A1 am- 
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Atſlammon in a ſenſe was nailed to the 
Croſs of Chriſt alſo, And if you be- 
hold him hanging on that Tree ;, his 
bewitching and enſnaring p*Wer IS gore ; 
you may glory in the Croſs, and over 
Lammon. Gal, 6. 14, Cod forbid 
that I ſhould glory [ave in the croſs of 
onr Lerd Jeſus Chriſt, by whom the 
world is crnicified unto me, and 1 unio 
theworld, The World was crucified to 
the Apoſtle; for he lookt upon it as 
a great decewver, Which ſeduces Souls 
from the way of Truth and Righte- 
ouſneſs; he lookt upon it as under a 


Carſe * And as the Jews lookt on. 


Cirifſt when they crncified him, (- 
the Apoſt'e lookt upon the World, 
as havins no forin nsr comelineſs, no 
beauty init, to make it acſirable, The 
Apoſtie alſo was crucified to the world. 
His love to the World was killed, aid 
himſelf was dead to tins things of the 
World that were moſt enticing, and 
hed moſt of allurement in them. 
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from Chriſts Crucifixion, to crucifie 
worldly luſts and deſires. This is done 
by eying the purpoſe of Chriſt in dy- 


.ing; and the purchaſe he has made 


by his Death and by relying on the 
bloud of the everlaſiing covenant. | he 
purpoſe and deſign of Chriſt in dying 
was, that he might take away ſervants 
and [leves from Mammon , and bring 
tvem to God, that having their [ruit 


to holineſs the end might be everlaſiing 
life, and our Lord by his Suffcrings 
has parcaſed Grace Suſficient to ſpirk- 
tualize the affeftions of the meere 
worldlins upon the face of the earth; 
and in the everlaſting covenant which 
13 rat:ficd by bis blood, we find a pro- 
rife of the Spirit, who makes us by 
his powerful working, to be conformable 
to Cariſts Death ;, fo _ we are dead 
to, and avontwita by the biggeſt offers 
the World can make to us. And this 
S|irlit inſtructs us to k”ww the for 
greater and more olorions thinns which 
are freely given to is of Gor, 1 Care 
&.1 3; 
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6. Be very cefirous to know the 
power of the Lord Teſs his RefſurreFion, 


fin, 2nd repreſentative of his whole 
Progeny ; and they all fel! with him 
In his firſt Tranſoreſſion + They alſo 
derive from him a corrupt Nature, a 
low Spirit, which moſt ſtrongly and 
linfully inclines them -to Eartblineſs 
and Senſuality, The ſecond Adam he 
alſo roſe and aſcended as a publick 
perſon , and repreſentative of all Be- 
lievers , and as his repreſenting Belie- 
vers in Heaven, 1s an afſarance that 
They will at /aff come thither ; fo from 
him they derive a new Natme; an 
elevated +pirit ; ſo that nothing inthe 
World can fſatiche them ; it is to- 
wards Heaven that their new hearts 
are inclined, and that God t ho is 
eloriouſly preſent there. Chriſts Re: 
{urrefcion is not -only to pnt us in 
mind how much *tis our Daty and 
Intereſt to riſe with him ; but. his 
Reſurrection is powerful and mighty to 
2nake US do ſo, Our Lord whois riſer 
inaced, 


The firſt Adam ſinned as a publick per-|. ; 
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5ndeed, ſhews himſelf alive in Pelie- 
vers hearts ; Gal. 2. 20. Chriſt lives 


* |. in me, ſayes the Apoltle. They ſhake 


off the duſt of the Earth; and by 
that working whereby he # able to ſubdue 
all things to himſelf, it comes to paſs 


_ that their converſation and affection 15 


in heaven, Phil. 3. 20. 

The Apoſtle defired to kyvow Chriſt 
better, and more to experience the 
power of his reſurrection, Phil. 3. 10. 
Let your deſires be the ſame; and this 
power will ſubdue your love to the 
World ; and the Spirit of him who 
raiſed up Chriſt from the dead, will 
quicken and raiſe your ſpirits, and let 
them upon things above. We read 
Eph 2.45, 6. But God who t rich in 
mercy, for the great love wherewith he 
loved tw, even When we were dead in 
fins , hath quickned us together with 
Chriſt ; by grace ye are ſaved ; and. 
kath raiſed us up together, and made 1s 
fit together in heavenly places in Chriſt 
Zeſus. This riſmg is with Chriſt ; 
and /o is the ſitting in heavenly Maes. 

G 5 It. 
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It is by the powerful and effeCtual 
Grace of our Lord Jeſns who is riſen 
and aſcended. Eclievers are: ſpoken 
of as gotten av«ve the World, and 
out of it, and as ſiting in heavenly 
places ; they do ſit there in Chriſt their 
forerunner and repreſentative : Tis 
as ccrtain they ſhall fit there in their 
own pe” ſons, as if they were fat down 
on { hrones there already; aid indeed 
their Hearts and Aﬀections mew are 
immutaoly and unmovably placed and 
fixed upon heavenly LOIngs. 
7. Let the Grace of Faith be true, 
ind very flrong in you If Faith be 
not Tr'e, Dita dead Faith, ATammon 
Will (till þol4 you in captivity 5 but if 
You have Faith in Cohriit indeed, and 
receive him to be yorr 7i2hteonſneſs 
and your ftrenyts "ID Stan wul flee 
beicore ſuch a Faith, fo the World will 
tall den nmncier Yer feet. Falth 1s 
the Chriſtians 77tory over the World, 
1 Jobn 5-5. ti'zo 25 ne that overcometh 
the world , but he that believeth that 
Jeſm 5 the ſon of God ? He that in- 
deed 
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deed believes Chriſt is the Son of 
God, will believe af! ro be true that 
He has ſpoken concerning this World, 
and the «:4er too; and that be/;z/ muſt 
needs have a mighty infllence, Oh 
pray for the inc of Faith ; ior the 
r Faith is, your vi&ory 
over the World will be the greater. 
Fail. i2es to the end of all worldly 
verfetion. Fita will intereſt you in 


Cirits /:rength and vittwry ; who 
t21js you for your great enconrage- 


1t, fe has overcome the world, 


Foh, 16 \ 33 Faith will make things 
afeea tr) be evident ; and things hoped 
for CU $15, ' ſubſlantiat; Heb. L Te &x 
that the whole World viil be act- 
counted, a witer fnadew In compart” 
4131 


} 

8. Look freque ently as far as your 

X48 Fur 4s the Worlds {aſt day. 

"Our dyes are few ; and the /aſt of 

then wii] come quickly; Job 14s Ty, 2. 
1a (nat 15 yorn af a woman ts of It ew 

FY ayes, and ful J trouble : He cometh 
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#4 a ſadow and continueth not. In this 
Torld he has but a very ſhort continu- 
ance Indeed. Serious thoughts of 
teavirg the World may be a great 
means to cure the /ove of it. Death 
1s perjetvally making nearer approa- 


ches to ycu; and every day which is 


paſt over ypur heads, yan have one 
Aay leſs than you had, to be. in this 
World, and to enjoy it. How ſoon 
will the houſe of clay fall to the 
ground ! How ſoon will the duſt return 
to the earth a4 at was! Eccleſ. 12. 7, 
Meditate much of your ſelves reltN- 
:ng to the Ea'th ; and earthly things 
will ap; car ſo poor and fading, that 
tney will no longer be aftected. 

Oh Death ' Thou ait the Worldlin, s 
horrour | and the Worlds aiſparagement | 
1toa ſtaineſt the glory cf the greateſt : 
Theu ſpoileſs the beauty of the faireſt : 
T hou takeſt away all the treaſures of the 
wealthieſt inthe World, and none ts able 
20 withſtand thee | When the richeſt 
men, the glory of whoſe houſes 1s moſt 
zncreaſed, come to aye, they ſhall carry 
n:ithing 
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nothing of all that they poſleſs away 
with them ;, their glory ſhall not deſcend 
after them, Pſal. 49. 17. 

And as you are to think much of 
your own latter end, ſo allo of the 
end of this World. It is reſerved unto 
fire againft the day of judgment and per- 
dition of ungodly men, 2 Pet. 3. 7. 
Burning to death is a puniſhment in- 
lifted upon thoſe that are guilty of 
the Sin of Witchcraft. This World 
v hich has bewitched ſo many millions of 
fou!s, will at length be bxrned ; 2 Per. 
3. 10, The heavens will paſs away with 


' 4 great noiſe, and the elements will melt 


with fervent heat, and the earth and 
the works that arc therein [hal be burnt 
up. By Faith ſee all this World in 
How > all the rings thatare in it, 
and the glory of them quite conſumed ; 
this 1s the way to have worldly love 
extinguiſhed. 

9. Let hopes of Heaven be lively and 
beg ſome foretaſts of it. Let Chriſt 
himfelf be received by Faith into your 
hearts; and being and ruling in we 
cc 
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let him be the foundation of your 
hcp2 of glory, Col. 1. 2.7. and this nope 
will m-2ke you to reſemble him 1a pu- 
rity rt Join 3.3, Every man that hat 
this nope in him, purifietis humſelf even 
as Fe is pure ; and you will bz kept 
:xom the icfilements of the unrighte- 
one Maminon. Sce the Glory of the 
great and Holy Jeruſalem, adorned as 
a Bride for the Bridegroom. The 
City is ſaid to be of pure gold, and 
the foundations of the wall garniſhed 
with all manner of precious ſtones, Rev. 
18, l 9 The moſt valuable things 
in Natare, are but faint Metaphors to 
tet forth its ſurpaſſing excellency. No 
night ſhall he there, either of dark- 
ne£ or of ſorrow, bncan eternal day 
and joy. The City will bave n0 need 
of the Sun or Moon to ſhine in at ;, for the 
glory: f toe Lord P9d. inlighten 1 It, and 
the Lamb is the liznt thereof. No oY 
or cur}: will be there ; all that com 
to that blelled place, ſhall ſee tho 
face of God, and that fight will ſars- 
fie them with hz likeneſs ; and what a 
beautiful 
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beautiiul and glorious thing will that 
Image of God be, whey 'tis perfectly 
reſtored ! ana they ſhall reign for ever 
and ever, Rev. 21- 32. & 22. 4, F- 
Hop? of ali this Glory, will ſet von a 
longing for 14-5 'IW1l] obſcure L118 
World- and cure your icoliſh and 
fond love to It 3 eipectaily it you have 
ſome preſent for etaſtes of what is to be 
your eternal feaſt pereafter ;, a: d the 
Comforting Spirit by his joyes r{.4t are 
unſpeakable and full of glory , is the 
earneſ* to you of that inc oinpara vie 
inherit auce. 

10, See what Is more worthy of your 
love, than thu Worid is, Any thing of 
God, of Chriſt, deſerves it better ; 
his Word, his Wayes, his Or dinazces ; 
but of your love, the Lord hizaſe f is 
moſt worthy. Delire that He w -uld 
cauſe his goodneſs and glory to pals ve'ore 
yoit ; and thereby Carty your hea; ts aud 
aff «tions quite away iron this evil 
world, It was the requeſt © Maes, 
Exod. 33. 18. Lord 1 befecch thee jhew 
me thy glory! Such a fight will work 
WOIJl- 
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wonders in any heart. How vain and 
foul! will Mammon appear, when the 
| glory of God is thus made manifeſt ! 
| Take notice how Sarrts in Scripture 
| did ſet their hearts. Abraham the Father 
c,i the Faithful, Iſaac and Faceob, the 


miſe confeſſed they were ſtrangers and 
pilgrims upon earth, and looked for a 
city that hath foundations whoſe builder 
and maker is God, Heb. 11. 10, —13. 
Moſes refuſed Egyprs Glory, its Trea- 
ſures, its Pleaſures, and its very 
Crown ; his love was jlaced upon the 
.- Inviſible God, as the beit, and moſt 
= exceeding reward. As the IVorld was 
ot worthy of ſuch Saints, ſo they 
counted It zot worthy of their hearts ; 
they are Wirneſſes of this worlds unde- 
ſtrableneſs, 2nd are a cloud to dire 
your ſteps towards the Heavenly Cana- 
| "n.  Beof the ame mind with them, 
and pray that your Hearts may be 44- 
rected into the Love of God, and patient 
| watting for Chriff Teſus, 2 Theſ. 
; 3. 5. 
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UVSE V. In the lift place, I ſhall 
Encourage ſincere Believers, in whom 
the Leve of thu World ts murtifed, 
The Grounds of Encouragement are 
thete. | 
1. As you are not Lovers of the 
World, ſo you weed not fear it. All 
attempts of the World to Afﬀright, to 
Seance, to Corrupt, to take away yeur 
Grown from you, ſhall be fruſtrated 
1 Joh. 4. 4: Ye are of God little Chil- 
aren, and have overcome them, becauſe 
greater ts Fle that # in you, than he that 
# in the World, The leſs you care for 
the World, the /e/s is your danzer by 

2. Your Heavenly Father knows 
what of this World you need, and with- 
Cut your coveting or fſolicitude will 
certainly provide What He ſees to be #7- 
deed beſt for you. You may live by faith, 
and depend upon Him who ts the Poſ- 


ſeſſor of heaven and earth ;, he has encugh 


in his hand for you ; 2nd how much love 
in his beart towards yo! ! You ſha! be 
provided for when 'tis #xlikely you 
ſhould 
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ſhou'd. In the days of famine you (tall be ſa- 
tisfeed,Plal.37.19. When the figrree dies 


rat bloſſom, and there is no {ruit 1a the 


vine, when the labour of the olive fails, 


and the field yields no meat; the flock is 
cut off from the Fold, and there is no 
herd in the Stalls ; even then you may 
rejoice in the Lord, and joy in the God 
of your ſalvation, Habak. 3. 17, 18. 
Nay the Lord whom yon love above 


the World, will not onely ſpreas your ' 


Tavie, and fill your C»ps, but he will 


ſpread his own Table for you ; he will 
abundantly ſatisfie you with the fatneſs of . 


bis houſe,and mate you drink of the rivers 


of his pleaſure, Pial. 36. 8. 

3. Sitting loofe from the World, 
your proviſions ave 13t only ſire, but are 
ſantt:fied any vic io you A little veith 
| 5s better than 
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makes every Creature of God good tO 
him; and an holy uſe is made of ir, 
1 Tim. 4. 4 J* Every Crealure of God 
is good, and nithing to be reſuſed, if it 


be recived with thanksgiving, for it is 


ſanitified by the word of God and prayer. 


| When the Lord himſelf ſhall ſay to a 


Saints Jduch good may thy ford do thee, 
which I give thee | What a reliſh does 
this add to it ! 

4. Not loving theWorld,but the Fa- 
ther above it ; what manifeſtations will 
you have of his Fatherly- love to you! 
Mercies may be lonkt upon as tokens of 
his Love ;, and Afiittions too, Prov, 3. 
12. . For whom the Lord loveth he cor- 
recteth, even as a father the ſon it wiom 
he delighteth. In your own houſes and 
cloſets ; and in his hewſe ; in ſecret du- 
ties and publich ordinariers; the Lord 
will be ready te manifeſt himſelf to you, 
as he aves mot manifeſt himſelf to the 
World, Joh. 14. 22. Ard the joy be- 
cauſe of the m7? plentiful harveſt is no- 
thing to rat cladeſs which I5 The eff if 
oi the Light of his Conmenance. 


5. Not 


I 40 Love of the V Vortd Cured, 


5. Not Loving the World, you 
will at laſt go more eaſily and joyfully 
out of it. "Tis Love to this Earth: 
\ that makes men ſo /oth ro depart ; not 
onely becauſe what they love, they 
are unwilling to leave; but alſo be- 
cauſe they have juft ground to fear, 
. that very evil things in the next world 
abide them. But he who has counted 
all _ in the world to be [:{s, that 
he might gain Chriſt; he may deſire to 
be diſſolved that he miy be with Chriſt, 
which is far better, Phil. 1. 23. The 
more Worldly Love is mortified, the 
more the heart and treaſure at preſent 
1s in Zeaven, when you leave the 
Earth, the more abundant entrance 
will be adminiſtred to you into the heavenly 
K ingdom. 


Falſe glozing pleafures,Ca:ks of Hap 
pineſs ; 

Fooliſh Night-fires, 
Childrens Wiſhes ; 

Chaſes in Arras, guilded emptineſs : 

Shaddows well mounted, Dreams in a 

Carreer ; Em: 


Womens and 
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Embroider d Lies, nothing between 
two diſhes ; 
T heſe are the pleaſures here. 


True earneſt ſorrows ; rooted Miſe- 
ries ; 

Anguiſh in grain, Vexations ripe 
and olown ; 

Sure-footed Griefs ; ſolid Calamities ; 

Plain demonſtrations , evident and 
clear, | 

Fetching their proofs even from the 
very bone; 

Theſe are the Sorrows here. 


But oh the Folly of diſtracted Ven / 

Who Griefs in earneſt, Joys in jeſt, 
purſue. 

Preferring like brute Beaſts a loath- 
ſom Den, 

Before a Court, even That Above {o 
clear ; 

Where are no Sorrows, but delights 
more true, 

Than Miſeries arc kere ! 
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N thc latter end of the forego- 

ing "_ thc Apoſtle com- 

mends that H/;ſdom which is from 
_— that Is WT re, then peace- 

ole, gentle and eafie to be intreated 

th at is, without partiality and þ pocrs- 
ſie full of mercy and good fruits : 
Fruits that arc food and beneficial 
both to the Church and the Worla, In 
the beginning of this Chapter he in- 
veighs a ainſt Wars and Contentions, 
and affirms they are bad in their eff ebts, 
and 1n their cauſes - Bad they are in 
their jefts 5 producing many _ 
d1it- 
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diſorders, acts of Violence, Cruelty, 
Injuſtice, and all manner of wicked- 


neſs : Bad alſo in their cauſes ; for 

from whence come wars and fightings 
among you ! come they not hence, even 
of your luſts that war in your mem- 
ersS5. 

Not that all War is to be condemn: 
ed ; for ſometimes the Ambition, Co- 
vetouſneſs, and Wrath of Men, and 
their inſatiable deſire of Domination 
and Ruling, make a defenſive War a- 
gainſt them to be neceſſary. We-read 
in Scripture, that Wars have been 
waged in Faith. Believers by Faith 
out of weakneſs were made ſtrong, wax- 
ed valiant in fight, turned to flight the 
Armies of the Aliens. And ſome are 
of an opinion that Myſtical Babylon, 
by Fire and Sword (hall at laſt beut- 
terly deſtroyed. 

Yet notwithſtanding, Peace is a 
thing that ought with the greateſt 
earneſtneſs to be purſued by all that 
profeſs ſubjecttion to the Goſpel and 
the Prince of Peace, And indeed the 
Apoſtle 


Apo! 
our 

that 
more 
Warr 
not ; 
Nt 0 
have 
ang 

FP ray 
aSK11 


recezye not. 145 


Apoſtle ſhews a betrer way to obtain 
our deſires, than by fighting ; and 
that is by praying. We ſhall gain * 
more by wreſtling with God, than by + 
warring with Afen. Ye luſi and have 
not ; ye kill and deſire to have, and can- 
not obtain ;, ye fight and war, yet ye 


have not becauſe ye ask not : But all ack- 1 ; 


ing is not prevailing ; there is a 
Prayer that becomes Sin ; there is an 
asking which obtains nor a grant, but 
a denyal ; and of this the Text ſpeaks, 
Ye ask and receive not becauſe ye ak 
amiſs, that ye may conſume it upon your 
lufs. 


In the Text theſe Particulars are 
to be obſerved. | 

Firſt, Here is a Duty, and that is 
aking : | grant-'tis a priviledge to have 
liberty to ask 3 but 'tis alſo often 
preſt and incumbent on us as a Duty ; 
and to neglect it, is the greater both 
fault and folly. 

Secondly, This Duty we find was 
unſucceſsful, Te ath and receive not * 


Prayer 
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146 They that ah amiſs, 


Prayer did turn to no account 3 ma- 
ny words were ſpoken, and labour 
beſtowed, and time ſpent in vain: 
That God they prayed to was 7 
pleaſed ;, they themſelves were not pre 


fited by their ſupplications. . 


Thirdly, The reaſon of Prayers un 
ſucceſsfulneſs is aſſigned, Te a amiſs, 
They that prayed were none of the 
beſt, the manner of their asking was 
bad ;, and ſo was their end and deſign; 
they were Petitioners ts God , that 
they might have wherew:thal to ſerv 
their Luſts and Pleaſares. 


"The Dottrine which I raiſe from 
the words Is this : 


amiſs. *Tis to be feared that many, 
if not moſt Prayers miſcarry. The 
Lord has indeed ſtiled himſelf an 
hearer of Prayer ; but many Suppli- 
ants are ſuch, and their Supplications 
ſo ſorry, that they regarding not 
what they do themſelves , *tis no 
wonder that God has no regard to 


their]. 


Although we atk 


we ſhall not receive, if our asking bt 


recetie riot, I47 


their heartleſs and formal Devotion. + 


Fervent Prayer has a promiſe of au- 
dience, but hypocritical ſervices have - 
a threatning, that Gods eye ſhal] be 
hid, and his ear deaf to them, Iſa. 
I. I5- When you ſpread forth your 
hands, I will hide mine eyes from you ; 
yea, when you make many prayers I will 
not hear. We read that c:yes ſent to 
Heaven, brought down no help from 
thence, the perſons cryed amiſs ; Plal. 
18. 41. They cryed but there was none 
to ſave; even to the Lord, but he an= 
ſwered them not. 


In the handling of this Doctrine, 


| I ſhall, 


Firſt, Shew you when we may be ſaid 
to AIR amiſs, 

Secondly, Give you the Reaſons why 
when we ask amiſs, we ſhall not. receive . 
And, | 
| Laftly, Conclude with the Applica 


| tion. 
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In the firſt place I am to ſhew you 


when we may be ſaid to ask amiſs. But 
before I inſiſt on this, I muſt premikl 
one thing of mighty importance and 
concernment to be taken notice of: 
That there is 70 asking of the bref 
Saint in this World, but there is ſome: 
thing amiſs in it, Who can ſay that 
his Heart is made quite clean ? 

that his Duties have no faults at al 
in them ? The Apoſtle himſelf (and 
a better man the Church could neve 
ſhew) does acknowledge, / find the 
a law, that when I would do good evi 


& preſent with me, Rom. 7. 21. Wha 
the luſtings of the Spirit and its deſire 
' are never ſo ſtrong and holy, ther 
are ſome luſtings of the Fleſh that ar 


quite contrary ; ſo that Believer 


themſelves cannot do the things th 
they would, nor ſo well as they wi 

The moſt Spiritual Sacrifices, that th 
moſt Spiritual Man does offer up ti 


God, could not be accepted upalj” 


their owr account, but they became 4 
; ceptable through Feſus Chriſt, 1 Pu 
2*' YL or 
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So that all askins amiſs ſhall net hin- 
7 you| der the receiving what we asK at the 
But] hand of God ; if onr asking amiſs 
emiſe] be matter of our trouble, and we are 
> and] deeply humbled becanſe our Daties are 
 Of:| no better performed ; if we take pains 


 befi] with our Hearts, that we may pray * 


fome-| with greater intenſion and fervency, 
that and implore the Spirits aid ;, that both 
of for matter and mawner, we may pray 
more according to the Will of Gad ,, and 
(and] if after all we /ook unto Feſ1z; our mer* 
ever] 61ful and faithful High- Prieſt, in things 
tha] pertaining to God, that the ſins of 
' ewll our: boly things may be pardoned, and 
/ her] the 2mperfettions of our beſt Duties may 
ſire} be covered by his Righteouſneſs. 
her} I come now to ſhew when we may 
ar] be ſaid ro ask amiſs in the ſenſe of the 
venſ Text ; when we may be ſaid to pray 
that ſo, that all our Prayers ave loſt , and 
will} we 017 ſelves (hall be loſt teo, notwiths 
thi ſtanding all our Prayers. 


) f 
poly We ask amiſs, 
T7 When thoſe things are wanting in 


Pi H 3 our 


They that ack amiſs, 
our Prayers that might make them at- 
ceptable. 

And we ask amiſs, when theſe thing, 
accompany eur Prayers, that will certain- 
ly render them abominable. 


I50 


In the firſt place, We ask amiſs 
when thoſe things are wanting in our 
Prayers that might make them accept- 
able. And ſeveral things are neceſſa- 
 rily requiſite to the acceptance of them. 

I. We ask amiſs, when Prayer is 
without contrition and brokenneſs of 
heart ; becauſe that God whom we ray 


fo, has been by ſin offended. When Of- 


fenders make their addreſſes to the 
glorious and higheſt Majeſty, without 
any trouble that they have offended 
him ; this :mpudence and hard hearted- 


eſs of theirs, ' makes hin to be more 


highly off ended at them : He muft needs 


be the more aiſpleaſed, becauſe they | 


are ſo /tttle diſpleaſed themſelves at their 


miſdoings. He looks with comp=fſion 


_ and favour to the: contrite and low- 


' ly; but the proud be knows afar of + 


Fa. 
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Pal. 138. 6. He knows them too well 
to admit them unto any fellowſhip 
with nimſelf; and they are too full of 
enmity to. deſire it. The Pfalmiſt 
tells us, Pſal. 34. 18. that the Lord is 
nigh to them who are of a broken heart, 
and ſaveth ſuch as be 6f a contrite Spirit. 
He is nigh to hear them; and to 
work that Salvation which they de- 


\ fire and need; but they who have zo 


ſenſe of fin, that look not upon it as 
matter of ſhame, as ground of grief, 
as worthy of extreme hatred ; their 
ſtupidneſs which they are rather glad 


of, than wiſh to be rid of; is ſach a 


provocation, that Prayer cannot be 


accepted. The cryes of the hard- 
hearted, move not Gods Bowels of Mer- 
cy and Compaſſion. 

2. We ask amiſs when we do not as 


in faith. Jam. 1.6, 7. But let him ah, © 


in faith nothing waverins, for he that 


wavereth is like a wave of the Sea driven - 


with the wind and toſſed ; for let not that 
man think that he ſhall receive any thing 
of the Lord,” T'is moſt evident from this 

H 4 Scrip- 


T 
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152 1 hey tiat ak amiſs, 


-comprehends a great deal in it. 


» 


Scripture ; that the ſucceſs of Prayer 
Cepends upon the acting of Faith: in 


- that Duty ; 1f there be 79 7a:th in the 


heart ; there will be zo audrence from 
heaven. Now this | raying in Faith 
He 
mult be in the Faith that prayes; he 
muſt believe the certainty of the Word 
of God ; the rrath of the Gofpel of Chriſt: 
They that call themſelves Deifts and 
worſhip God, if they refuſe to make uſe 
of Chriſts Mediation ; their prayers are 


; deſpiſed, and themſelves ſhall periſh in 


their iniquities. Joh. 8. 24. If ye 
believe not that I am He, ye ſball dye in 
your ſins.He that prayes in Faiths per- 
ſwaded in ſome meaſure of Gods ability 
and readineſs in Chriſt to perform 
thoſe Promiſes he has made; and that 
to Him in particular ; if he truly reperts 
of Sin, and relies on the Load Feſus 
"j the Bleſſinzs which are promiſ- 
EQ. 
Here it may be asked, Whether Aſſu- 
rance be not neceſſary unto praying 1n 
Faith *. | Anſwer; The more there 1s 


of 
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|- of a wel-grounded Aſſurance in Him that WT 
prayes, Prayer will have the richer —W 1 


returun. He that knows God is his Fa- 
ther, and doubts not but what he askes 
ſhall be given much more readily than 
earthly Parents will give good things to / 
their 4a5king Children. Such kind of 


Confidence ſhall not make the believer . ||. 


aſhamed, 1 Joh. 5. 14,15. And this is 
the confidence that we have in him, that 
if we askany thing according ts his will 
he heareth 14; and if we know that he 
heareth us, we know that we have the 


petition; we deſired of him, Yet this 


muſt be added, I hat if we rruft in God; 
and rely on him ;, through his dear Son, 

to perform his promiſe ;, and to make 16 
qualified and fit for that mercy and graces | 
Which he has promiſed ; and we defire 
to partake of; though we may diſtruſt 
our ſelves; yet truſting in God to 


work all in 5, as well as for ; we I 


really pray in faith, though not in full 

Aſlurance. : 
3. We ask amiſs if our asking be 
without reverence and Godly Fear, If 
H 5 zbere 


54 They that ath amiſe, 


_ there be no awful Senſe of the great- 


,- neſs of that God with whom we have 


; ed” 


to do. nor of the greatneſs of our wants, 
which onely He can ſupply, and which 
if they are not ſupplied, we muſt needs 
be miſerable for ever. A conſtant 
allowed ſlightneſs of Spirit in our ſup- 
plications,will quite ſpoil them. How 
.Ccan we in reaſon hope, that the Lord 
ſhould [graciouſly mind what we ab, 
when we 4o not ſeriouſly mind what we 
.are doing om ſelves? If Chriſtians are 
$0.feed themſelves in fear ; if they are 
to be in the fear of the Lord all the day 
long whatever they are doing ; Cer- 
-tainly this holy fear fhould be in great 


— Exerciſe, in all their-atts of worſhip. If 


(you-mnd not the God you pray to, nor 


how You ſerve him 3 nor how you ſucceed | 


1n the Service you perform, but reſt in 


: 0 bare external perf 07mH4mce 5 alas! time 
/ is but unprofitably waſted z and guilt 


1s but increaſed by ſach heartleſs un- 


.awfyl worſhip. 


It 


It wa 
when he 
to joyNn 
Lord, a 
togethe 
come unt: 


mercy 


towards 
awe an 
Old Te 
under t 
fruit 0) 
dom > 
YecenuU1 
ved, le 
ſerve C 
Godly 
fire. G 
"tis tl 
the fir 
Our C2 
nite! 
We. 
Ao 
the Þ 
Med, 


" recerve not. ne 
It was the Pfalmiſts reſolution 


when he came into the Houſe of God, - 
to joyn a! hope in the mercy of the | 


Lord, and a reverence of his Majeſty 


together ; Pſal. 5. 7. As for me I will 2 


come into thy bouſe in the multitude of thy 


mercy; and in thy fear will I worſhip 


towards thy holy temple. And ſuch an 
awe and fear was not only under the 
Old Teſtament, but 'tis alſo required 
under the New ;, nay 'tis an ef ett and 
fruit of the Grace of Chriſts King- 
dom; Heb. 12. 28, 29. Wherefore we 
receiving a kingdom that cannot be mo- 
ved, let us have grace whereby we may 
ſerve God acceptably with reverence and 
Godly fear z for our God 1s aconſuming 
fire. God Is terrible out of hs holy place; 
"tis the height of madneſs to kindle 
the fire of hts jealouſie againſt ns, by 


our careleſs ſervices; ſince heis ſo in- 


finitely above us, and ſtronger than 
We. 

4+ Weask amiſs, when we uſe nt 
the prevailing Name of Jeſus Chriſb the 
HMediatonr. Ihe Sons of Men who 
AIs 


«nhroras 
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ry 


are guilty and defiled, can never come 
— toa righteous and holy God ; nor 
have any Communion with him but 
\ through a Mediatour ; and though 
/ there are many that are called Media 
tours, yet unto the true Chriſtian 
Church, there is, as but oe God, ſo 
'but oe Mediatour between God play 


3E 
I men, the man Chriſt Feſus who gave hinr 


- wa. - 
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hey that ak, amiſr, 
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ſelf a ranſom for all, 1 Tim. 2. 5,6 


This Mediatours Blood was ſhed a 
great while ago npon Earth ; but it 
{X eryes in Heaven to this hour ; and it 
cryes for thoſe very Bleſſings for which 
T his merciful and 
faithful High- Prieſt i is at the right hand 
of God, and there he is by his fatis- 


Believers pray : 


) Faftion ad interceſſion to make recon: 


ciliation for Sin, and to procure Grace 
and ſuccour for us againſt tempt ation ; 
. Heb.2. 17,18. TheBlood of Chriſt 
cryez unto God, that what has been 
& mga by it may be beſtowed on 
_ Thoſe that believe in him ; now all. 
chings are purchaſed, and to whom 


Criſt is given nothing will be deny- 


£d ; 
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how ſhall be not with him aiſo freely give 
me all things ! 

But ſuch as uſe not this Name of 
Jeſus, can never ſpeed when they 
ſpeak to God. ; for there #s no other 
name under heaven given amono men 
whereby we can be ſaved, Atts 4. 12. 
And they that joyn other Mediators, 
as Saints and Angels in Hcaven, with 
Him, do diſhonour him ; and how is 
their confidence drawn off from him 
as if he were not a ſufficient Advocate ! 
Nothing can be done aright ether in 
word or.in deed, but in the Name of the 
Lord Jeſus, Col.3. 17. 

5. We ask amiſs, when Spiritual 


Bleſſings are undervalued and poſiponed : * | 


When they are either zot at all, or 


»ot chiefly delired. A Carnal Man may —Þ 


cry to God for Worldly Bleſlings : 


Theſe are pleaſing to his Worry 


Heart ; and having recetved them, he 
abuſes them to the diſhonour of Him 
that beſtows them ;3 and turns them 

into 


' receivo not, - "159 WM 


ed ; Rom. 8. 32. He that ſpared nit his, 
own Son, but delivered him up for #4 all ; 


HY 
So f , . \ 


into: Weapons of Rebellion againſt 


him. We read of Aſſemblies that 


cryed unto God ; but God himſelf 


| _ they did not ſeek ;; but ſomerhing from 
' him which they made a very bad and 


impious uſe of ; Hof. 7. 14. They aſ- 
ſemble themſelves for corn and wine , and 
they rebel ag ainſt me. 

Chriſtians that are only ſo in Name, 
difcover the unſoundneſs of their 
Hearts, by the channel in Which the 
ſtream of their defires run. They 
deſire and pray for Health, and Eaſe, 
and Peace, and Liberty, and Plenty, 
and for length of Days, and all prof 
perous ; and when any of theſe kind 
of Mercies are wanting, they have a 
very quick, ſenſe of that want, and 
their defires are the more earneſt. 
| The conrinnance of earthly enjoyments 
is begg'd ; and eſpecially, if any of 
them are taken away, that they may be 
reſtored. | 

But though they defire much at 


Gods hand, yet communion with himſelf 


-f} they do not value» Promiſes are - 
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lookt upon as preciow, whereby they 
might be made partakers of the Divine 
Nature ; a new Heart ;, the ſanttifying 
Sprrit 3 plenteous Redemprion from all 
Jniquity : Thele are Bleſlings moſt trus 


ly deſirable, yet carnal Hearts defire \, 
them not, but chuſe rather to be with= 


out them, 
| Tegrant our Lord inſtructed his Dif- 
ciples to pray for dazly bread ;, ſo that 


Temporal Mercies in their place , 


(which Iam ſure ſhould not be -the 
chief and higheſt) may be deſired ; but 
'tis much to be obſerved, that there 
is in the Lords Praycr but one Petition 


for Daily-bread, but ſeveral Petitions, 
of another kiad ; that Gods Name * 


might be hallowed and glorified 5 that 
his Kingdom might come with Power 
into our own and others Hearts ; and 


that we might do the Will of God on 


Earth as *tts done in Heaven; that our 
Teſpaſſes might be forgiven; and that 
the Grace of God may be ſufficient for 
us to preſerve us from the Temprers 
power, He asks aright who from i 
Heart 
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160 They that ach amiſs, 
| Heart can put up every Petition in the 
'Lords Prayer ; but certainly they 
 ask very much amiſs, who heartily 
deſire nothing but Dazly-bread , to 
wit , the good things of thus preſent 
World ; and fear of Wrath in the other 
World makes them beg their Treſpaſſes 
may be forgiven ; but yet they will 
venture the miſſing of a Pardon, rather 
than conſent that zo zniquity (hould 


have the dominion over them 


& We ask amiſs, when we do not 
atk by the Spirits aid. Scoffers do prate 
againſt and deride Praying by the Spi- 
rit ; but ſure am, none can ſpeed 
in their cequeſts, unleſs He inſtruct 


their ignorance and help their infir- 


mities. 


As he teaches Saliits to profit ; 


fo he teaches them how to pray. If our 


Supplications are only the fruit of 


natural parts, our common gifts, our 


|: $nvention and notional kwowledge, and 


| the labour of our Lips, they will not be 
> accepted. As there 1s an abſolute ne- 
ceſſity of Chriſts interceſſion for us in 
Heaven'; ſo there is a neceſſity of the 


Spirits 
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YOCOTuE }10t. 
Spirits interceding in us here on Earth- 

But how does the Spirit intercede ? 
I Anſwer, He excites and ſtirs up in 
the Saints graction and holy deſires; he 
makes them ſenſible of their neeas ;, he 


ſhews them what Petitions agree With 
th. '# . . #1 [ 
Divine Promiſes; and what tis that- | 
is arreeable to the Will of God, The 


truth is, right Prayer is 79 ggonua. 7s 
Iv ueT& , the mind of the Spirit. 
Roin. 8. 27. And he that ſearcherh the 
heart, knoweth what # the mind of the 
ſpirit ; becauſe he maketh interceſſion 
for the ſaints according to the will of 
God. And how can he chuſe but pray 


well, who ſpeaks unto God the mind | 


of Gods own Spirit ; and has alſo 
Chriſt to be his Advocate / But with- 
out the illumination and aſſiſtance of 
the Holy Ghoſt, none know what to pray 


for as theyonght ; therefore their re- -/- 


queſts will be the venting of their owz 


Minds, their own Wills, the corrupt 
Inclinations, Paſſions and Aﬀecttions !/ 
of their own Hearts ; and how can ' 


God be pleaſed with them ? 
7, We 
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7. We ask amiſs when in our 
Prayers we make not the Lord himſelf 
our higheſt end. | he Soul of him that 
prayes ſhould follow hard after God, 
Pſal. 63 8. Onely He who is the Fa- 
ther of immortal Spirits can be their 


ſatsfattion and their Reſt : But if the 


Lord. be followed after, not that he 
may give himſelf but ſome other enjoy 


ment ; that enjoyment is preferred be- 


fore him ; and his jealo: eye cannot 


but take notice of it with great diſ- 


pleaſure. Many in ſickzeſs ſeek the 
Lord, and po#r out a Prayer before him ; 
but tis only that Healrh may be re- 
ſtored ; that's their deſign andend ; 
and if that be recovered, they ſeek 
no further, they look no higher; the 
glory of God 18 not in their eye, nor 
their own ſanitification ; and that af- 
fiction may yield the peaceable fruits 


of righteouſneſs Many pray that they _ - 


may proſper in the Wor'd ;, not that by 
proſperity they may be led unto God; but 
God is ſought to for the ſake of proſ- 
perity;z and if that be obtained and 
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continued, they are very well ſartfied, 
though they are ſtrangers ro God, and 
to fellowſhip with him: 

It the Alſtfficient God be not our 


End in Prayer; and we only nake | 
uſe of Him, that we may enjoy ſome- /+ 
theng elſe; Prayer is only a de/covery * 


how much we ſlight him ; for we ad- 
dreſs to him for meer trifles compara- 
tively, whereas he would have us to 


leek himſelf, his Righteouſneſs and ks 


Kingdom. 

Thus you ſee when thoſe things are 
wanting in Prayers that might make 
them acceptable. 


In the ſecond place, We ask amils, 

When thoſe things accompany our 
Prayers that will certainly render them 
abominable, 

Several abominable concomitants of 
_ Prayer I ſhall mention. 

I. Our asking is amiſs, if notwith- 
ſtanding our Praying and Profeſſing, we 


allew our ſelves in the unfruitful works of 


darkneſs. To cryto Ged, and talk of 
; 77" "Pollen 
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=: 64 Fhey that as, amiſs, 
fellowſhip with him, and yet to walk in 
darkneſs ;, in wayes that are fa ſe, and 
'\ which he hates ; this is to ſhew our 
ſelves lyars, 1 Tohn 1. 6. and we do 
not the truh, We are far from calling 
upon God ini truth, neither ſhall we find 
him zigh to 45 in any thing which we call 
upon him for. They that draw nigh 
to God mult /ift up holy hands to him ; 
. 1 Tim, 2. 8. I will therefore that. men 
pray eve y where, lifting up holy hands. 
How good ſoever ns EE which 
the Tongue ſpeaks; how fluent and 
excellent ſoever the Expreſſions are in 
Prayer ; God Is very angry to hear 
" them, as long as he ſees, that evi/ 
| works are the ordinary praCtice. Al- 
| lowed iniquity will render Prayer in- 
-\ effeftual ; for the worker of iniquity 
' does ſpeak alike a Servant, and fayes; 
Lord, Lord; but he afts like an Ene- 
my, and according to his Works he 
— ſhall be dealt with. 
" © Weread of many that performed 
boly Duties ; and were alſo very con- 
fident of their acceptance 5 they con- 
| cluded 


cluded their Prayers entred into Hea- 


receive vote 165 


ven, and made no doubt but themſelves 
ſhould have an abundant entrance at 1 
laſt. They knock at the door, and ſay, 1 
Loyd, Lord, open unto us| But to their 3 
eternal conſternation and ſorrow , 
they are thruſt away and excluded, 
with that Sentence, / know you net 
whence you are depart from me all ye 
workers of iniquity, Luke 13. 27. Chriſt 
never kzew them to do as they ſhould, 
they never prayed as they ought 
heard or received as they ought 3; 
they often came into his preſence, but Þþ 
they alwayes brought their Sins along ("4 
with them, and they carried them away / Jþ 
again : The Lords work muſt needs Þ| 
be done to no purpoſe, as long as they ;,Þ 


remained workers of iniquity. 
2. Our asking is amiſs, though our 
Lives are unſpotted, zf we regard imi- 
quity in owr hearts ; Plal. 66. 18. If I 4} 
regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord _ 
will not hear my prayer. Though our } 
hands are reſtrained from evil works,  'Þ 
and our feet refrain from evil wayes; Þ} 
yet 
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166 They tat ach amiſs, 


yet if Sin reign in our Heart, and 
we love and delight init, (ball not God 
fearch this out ? For he knoweth the ſe- 
Crets of the Heart, Pſal. 44. 21. Res 
garding imquity in the Heart, implyes, 
conntving at it 5 endeavouring to hide 
and ſecure it by excuſes ; taking ſuch 
pleaſure in heart-wickedneſs, as to z7e- 


ſolve by no means to part with it : And. 


an Heart of thzs ill inclination, how 
eſtranged from God muſt it needs be ! 
And though his Hand benot ſhortned 
ner his Ear heavy, yet regarded 27- 
quity will ſeparate between the Soul and 
the Lord, and he will hide away hs 
Face, and refuſe to hear, Ter..59. 
KY; 


The wicked: man muſt forfake his 


evil way and his thoughts ; his feet and 
his heart muſt turn together from all 


/ Sin to God : Then if he ſeek the 


Lord, he will find him ear, and he 
is moſt ready to be found, Iſa. 55, 6, 7. 
But if Sin has the Heart at command, 
the Heart ſhall not be permitted to be in 
any Duty 3 and heartleſs _— are 

one 


receive t0t. 167 
done very much amiſs. The Pſalmiſt 


therefore when he prayed for Mercy, 


prayed for a clean Heart and a right 
Spirit at the ſame time 5 Pſal: 51. 10: 


Create in me aclean heart, O God, and 


renew aright ſpirit within me, He knew 
very well if he had not” ſuch an Heart, 
ſuch 4 Spirit, he ſhould not be accept- 
ed of God. My Son, ſayes God, give 
thy heart to me : If regard to fin hin- 
ders the heart from being given to 
God, all that is offered betides will be 
offered amiſs, and be contemptible in 
his eyes. 

3. Our asking is amiſs, when this 
World, notwithſtanding all our Duties, 
by our loving and ſerving it 158 made our 
1del. A man that is covets and earth- 


ly-winded, zever put up a right Prayer | 


unto God in his life ; and till the ini- 
quity of his covetouſneſs be ſubdued, 
he never will : The ſame may be af- 
firmed concerning thoſe who are fo 
much taken with Worldly pleaſures, and 


applauſe and hononr from men. They 


who love any Earthly enjoyment, any 
| Creature 
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168 They that ash amiſ,, 
Creature Whatever, wore than God ; 
this ſpiritually adulterow and idolatrou 

. Jove, will make all their Duties, and 
themſelves too , hateful to that Lord 
whom they pretend to worſhip. 

There are two Maſters ſpoken of in 
Scripture, and they are contrary the 
one to the other ; ſo that no man 
can ſerve them both * Ye canner, ſayes 
our Lord, ſerve God and Mammon , 
Mat, 6.24. If Mammon have your 
hearts, God has them not ; and how 
can you expect to ſee the Lords face 
if your hearts are not with him ? 
The Lover of the World is the 
Worlds idolater ; and this # the lan- 
guage that his heart ſpeaks to the 
World when *tis worſhipped. 

How good O Mammon, ana how great 
and how deſirable art Thou in my Eyes | 
They that ſpeak, to thy diſparagement, do 
either diſſemble a diſeſkeem of thee , or 
are ignorant of thy worth and excellency. 
Thy treaſures are the trueſt riches which 
are moſt worthy to be covered after | Thy 
delights are of all the ſweeteſt, and moſt 
| ſuitable 


| 


r69 


recezve not. 


ſuitable to the. Sons of Men ! They who 


Are wiſeto get and keep Thee, are the 
Wiſeſt men indeed': Thou O-Mammon art 
ny confidence in dangers! My expetta- 
tion of. ſupplies 5 fromthee : Thou art 
the height of my deſires ;, the top of my 
ambition ; the chief. end which 1 propoſe 
ta my ſelf in all my labours. ÞAs thy 
enjoyments are diminiſhed ar augmented, 
ſo does my joy and comfort ebb or flow.: 
Life u deſirable. for thy ſake 5 and 1 
think of Death with horrour, becauſe it 
will part between Thee and Me for ever. 

They w hoſe Hearts do ſpeak after 
this manner to the World , whatever 
they ſay to God, is moſt impicus Hypo- 
crifte ;, and he cannot but be very much 
incenſed and diſpleaſed to behold 
Mammon in ſuch high eſteem and Him- 
ſelf and ſervice ſlighted and contem- 
ned- 4 

4+ Our :asking is amiſs, when we 
take to. care to have our Hearts emptied 


of Wrath, and otr unruly Paſſions If © hl: 


we are ſinfully angry with.others,, God 
1s juſtly angry with us. As the wrath of 
[ 


man. 
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170 They that ach amiſs, 
man worketh not the righteouſneſs of God , 
ſo *tis an i companion of the Duties 
which are performed to him. Our 
Lord Jeſus vindicating the Law from 
the curſt and corrupt gloſſes of the 
Scribes and Phariſees, and ſhewing 
how extenſive tis; and reaches the 
very Soul and Conſcience ; tells us 
plainly, that as looking upon a woman 
ro luſt after her, is committing adul- 
tery in the heart ; fo being angry with- 
out & cate, Is heart murther. When 
Anger unreaſonably prevails, thou 


v haſt reaſon to cry out, Deliver me 


. from blood-guiltineſs O God! 

When welift up our hands to God, 
_ there muſt not be doubting or wrath in 
© our hearts, 1 Tim. 2. 8, Thefire of 
Paſſion and Fury is ffrange fire ; tis in- 
deed wild-fire ; *'tis dangerons to 
come with it before the Lord. That 
caution 1s highly needful, Eph. 4. 
31, 32. Let all bitterneſs, and wrath, 
and clamonr,, and evil-ſpeahing, be put 


away from you, with all kind of malice ; 


and be ye kind one #» another, tender 
hearted ; 
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recetve nor, I7I 
hearted > forgiving one another, even as 


God for Chriſts ſake hath forgiven you. 


After our Lord had given his Diſci- 


ples that admirably 'excellent Pattern 


of Prayer, Mat. 6. g. to ſhew, how , 
a wrathful and implacable temper of Spt> | 


rit, would hinder Prayers ſucceſs 


he ſignifies that if chey would zor for* \ 


give their Brethren, they themſelves 
ſhould mot be forgiven : ver. 14. I5« 


For if ye forgive men their treſpaſſes, 
your heavenly Father will alſo forgive 


| you ; but if ye forgive not men their 


treſpaſſes, neither will your Father fer- 
give your treſpaſſes. 

5- Our asking is amiſs, when the 
matter of our Prayers # unlawful, and 
the end and deſign 1s ſinful. 
Petitions muſt needs be very abomi- 
nable, when Men beg, a Bleſſing from 


Heaven upon thoſe wicked courſes | 


which lead direfly to Hell, and that 
their unrighteous wayes may prove proſ- 
perows 3 and they may bring their wicked 
devices to paſs. I have heard a rela- 
tion of ſome Pyrates who uſed to pray 
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daily fora good booty ;, though all that 
they got was gotten in ſo unjuſt and 
bad a manner. | | 

He in the Poer, did preſent theſe 
Petitions to Heaven. 


Da mihi fallere, da juſtum ſanbtumg; 


viders | 
Nottem peccati, & fraudibm objice nu- 
bem ! 


' He begg d that he. might be ſucce/5- 


ful in his Cheats and Knavery ;, and that 


he might ſtill ſeemto be juſt and holy ;; 
and that all bis Frauds and Wickedneſs 
might be hid in a cloud and darkneſs 
from thoſe whom he dealt with. ?Tis 
to be feared that rheſe are the ſecrer 
wiſhes of too many Profefſors of Re- 
ligion ; and if they are hearty in any 
thing, 'tis in deſires of this nature. 
And as*Prayer unlawful as to the 
matter of it is abominrable ; ſo alſo, 


though the matter be innocent, if þ 
the end and deſign be evil. Thus they - 


in the Text did 2sk amis ; . what 


-_ 
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they 


YecetOe 1191, 


they obtained by Prayer, they in- 
tended to conſume upon their luſts ; they _. 
were progging tor their Luſts, even 
when they were at the Throne of Grace. 
The Lord had ſome ſervice from 
them, thut thereby they might ob- 
tain ſomething from his hand, that they 
might make the more plentiful prove-. 
fron for the fleſh, to fulfi: the luſts thereof... 

Many will pray for fruzrful Seaſons, 
for a thriving Trade, for plenty of Food 
and Rayment, and an abundance of 
Worldly Comforts; but in all this they 


ſeek themſelves, they delign the pleaſing 


of themſelves, the gratifying of their | 
Appetites and Senſes; and ſuch a bru- 


tiſh and ſenſual felicity they take up 2 


with. God the giver of all to them, 
they care not bew much they diſpleaſe and. 
deſpiſe.. They mind not the enjoyment 
of him, but only ontward enjoyments ' 
from him. Thus the rich man deſi- 
red fruitful Fields, and fall Barns ; 
and his end was, that he might take his 
eaſe, eat, drink and be merry; and in. 


\ the mean time, the ſecuring of his 
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Soul, and becoming rich towards God, 
was moſt wickedly, wretchedly and 
ſottiſhly negle&ed, Luk.12.19,20,21. 
. 6. Our asking is amiſs, when we ſtop 
our Ears againſt the cryes of our Poor 
diſtreſſed Brethren ; Prov. 21. 13s Who- 
fo ſtoppeth his ears at the cry of the poor, 
he alſo ſhall cry himſelf, but ſhall not be 
beard : He may be brought into /ow 
circumſt ances, and reduced to great 
Poverty, and may then meet with 
deaf Eats, ſhut Hands, and hard 
Hearts ; being unpittied in hs diſtreſs, 
and reap the juſt fruit of his own #n- 
mercifulneſs. But certain It is that 
God will not regard the cry of the un- 
merciful man. *Tis very provoking to 
have the Heart hardened againſt God, 
and from his fear ; and ?tis likewiſe 
a very great provocation, to have an 
Heart hardened againſt thoſe who are in 
diſtreſs, to have no Bowels ſtirring 
towards them in their miſery. Dread- 
ful is that threatning, Fam. 2. 13. 
He (ball have judgment with"ut mercy 
who hath ſhewed no mercy. 
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'Tis a certain truth, they that are 


merciful to Men, have a promiſe of 


Mercy from God ; Mat. 5. 7. Bleſſed 
are the merciful, for they ſhall obtam 
mercy. They that rightly conſider the 
Poor ; who put their own Souls In 
their Souls ſtead 5 and ſympathize 
with them in their Poverty and Suf- 
ferings ; and are ready to their power 
to ſhew Mercy to them ; {.ch may 


cry with confidence to be delivereds. 


when themſelves are in troub'e; for the 
Lord has promiſed zo preſerve them, 
to keep them alive, and they ſhall be 
bleſſed upon Earth. Divine care of them 


ſhall be tender ; the Lord will vouch- © z 


ſafe a preſence that ſhall be moſt ſup- 
porting and refreſhing to them ; F/al. 
41.3. The Lord will ftrengthen him up- 
on the bed of | languiſhing , thou wilt 
make all bus bed in his ſickneſs. 

Bnt on the contrary, Hard-heart- 
edneſs to our poor Brethren, is laid 
down in Scriptnre as one of the black- 
eſt and deadlieſt marks of thoſe who 
are hateful to God ; and who ſhall have 
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no help from him ; 1 John3. 17. But 
whoſo hath this worlds good, and feeth 
his brother have need, and ſhutteth up his 
bowels of compaſſion from him ; how dwel- 
ſeth the love of God in him? 

7- Our asKing is amiſs, when we 
deafen our Ears to the Law, and to the 


Word of God. The Lord ſpeaks to 


us by the Miniſtry of his Word; we- 


ſpeak to him by Prayer. We muſt 
hearken toGog, that God may hearken 
ro 88. Our deafneſs and diſobedience to 
his Voice, is threatned with hs deaf- 


neſs to our Cryes ; In our oreateſt . 
' diſtreſs and ananiſn ;, nay ſo far will 


he be from pitying that be will mock 
# in our miſery ; Prov. 1. 24—2S. 
Becauſe I have called and ye refuſed, I 
have ſtretched out my hand and no matt 
regarded : Bui ye have ſet at nought all 
my counſel, and would none of my reproof : 
1 iiſo will laugh at your calamity, and 
will mark when your fear cometh : When 
your fear cometh as deſolation, and de- 

ruftion cometh as a whirlwind : When 
a:flireſs and anguiſh cometh upon you; 
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Then ſhall they call upon me, but I will 
not anſwer ;, they ſhall ſeek, me early but 
they ſhall not find me. "I 
Hear this ye Church-ſleepers ; con- 
ſider how dangerous 'tis for 14an noe - 
to mind, when God vauchſafes to ſpeak - 
to him ! Hear this all you whoſe Hearts 
£0 after the World, even While you are 
in Gods Sanfiuary ; how can you in 
reaſon expect, that the Lords Ear 
ſhould be oper to you ; conſidering 
how yours are faſt ſhut againſt him 5, 
when he gives you the moſt needful 
warnings to flee from the moſt dread= 


ful Wrath and Vengeance! When he 


makes you the greateſt offers that can 
be made, of no leſs than ſpecial Grace,, 
and Everlaſting Life and Gd! When 
he gives you Commandments, none of 
which are grievows, but all of thens 
holy, juſt and good ! 

Deafneſs to. the Word of Got will 
make a# acking to be amiſs. God will 
diſregard.that Mans Prayer, whohas: 


no regard to his Word, Prov. 28 9g. 


Whoſo turneth away bu ear from hearing | 
Ls ie | 
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the Law,even hs prayer ſhall be an abomi- 
aation. And we find this verified, Zach. 
7-12, 13. They ſtopped their ears, they 
anade their hearts like an Adamant ſtone, 
left they ſhould hear the law,and the words 
which the Lord of hoſts hath ſent in his 


 . ſpirit by the former prophets ; therefore 


came there a great wrath from the Lord 
of hoſts. Therefore it & come topaſs, that 
« He cryed and they would not hear, fo 
they cryed and I would nat hear ſaith the 
Lord of hoſts. 

Thus have I ſhewed you when we 
way be ſaid to ack amiſs. 


In the Second place, I am to give 
you the Reaſons, why, when we ack 


amiſs, wehall net receive; and in fo 


plain and evident a matter. I need do 
little more.than name them. 

I. There 1s 70 promiſe of God made 
to ſeach as ach amiſs. He promiſes in- 
deed to be found of ſich, as ſeek 
him in his own way, with their whole 
heart ; but no promiſe is made to lip 
khour ; When the heart is not -right 
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- wp their idols irt their hearts ;, and 


Re As 
with God, but removed far from him, 
nay Worſhip in this Caſe, is pronoun- 
ced vain, Mat. 15. 8, 9. 

2, Asking amiſs # not ſeconded by the 


interceſſion of Chriſt the onely prevailing _ + 
His bloud '' 


Advocate with the Father. 
ſpeaks not for thoſe who are zo: poor in 


ſpirit, nor ſenſible of their own wants. 


-# 


As He came not to call the righteous but 
ſinners to repentance, Mat. 9. 13. ſo 


with his Interceſſion he does back the 8 | 


Prayers, ot of them that truſt in their 


own Righteouſneſs, or are unſenſible. 
. of their Iniquities ; but of them that 


are convinced of Sin, and look unto. 


Him both as Meatator and Phyſicsan, TA 


that they may be pardon'd and heal- 
ed. 

3. This asking amiſs is provoking of 
God to hus very face. *'TH an affront- 
ing of Him, as if he had neither eyes 
or ears to obſerve, nor power in his 
hand to avenge himſelf upon them that 
offend him. We read of ſome that 
feparated themſelves from God ; and ſet 
did 
put 


. 
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put the ſiumbling blocks of their iniquity 
before their face, and yet came to ſeek 
and znquire of God, Now fſayes the 
Lord, / will anſwer ſuch men by my ſelf ; 
and I will ſet my face againſt them, and 
will make every one of them 4 ſigv and 
a proverb; and I will cut them off from 
the midſt of my people ; and ye ſhall know 
that I am the Lord, Erzek. 14.7, 8. 


I come now to the Application of 


the Doftrine ; and the Inferences © 


Which may be drawn from it are theſe 
TWO. 

1. If they that ak, ami/z, receive not, 
learn from hence the reafon why ſo ma- 
ny prayers are made, that are not anſer- 
ed, Is the Lords hand ſhortued? or his 
ear beavy ? or his bowels leſs tender than 
they were ? It would be the height of 
fooliſhneſs, to charge and blame him, 
God is moſt willing to hear, and give ; 
bnt thouſands that pray, ask amiſs, 
and care not to ask better ; and ſo are 
utterly anfit and unprepared to 1e- 


CerVe, 
Ws 


receive rot. 


: We have prayed for Peace, but the 
Sword of War will not reſt and be quiet ; 
'tiS rot put up into the ſheath to this day; 
it coſts much Bloud, much Treaſure, 
and 1s likely to be expenſive of much 
more. We have prayed for Yi#tory, 
yet Enemies are in their r4ffe and power, 
how are the French dailyenriched with 
Engliſh Spoils! We have prayed (for 
the reviving and increaſe of Trade, but 
Poverty prevails both in City and 
Country, like an armed Man: And 
tie reaſon why we ſpeed not in our 


requeſts, is becauſe there is ſo much 


ailiſs in them. 
What kind of perſons are the moſt 
, that ask& ! How little Hyumility,Faith, 


Sincerity,. Fervency in the manner of 


asking | Perſons muſt alter for the better, 
hearts being purified, ways and doings 
throughly amended ; Prayers alſo muſt 
alter for the better ; elſe God will ſtill 


be angry at them, and deaf to them: . 


We muſt ceaſe to do evil, learn to do 
well, Iſa, 1. 16, 17. and if once we 
are waſhed and made clean, and put away 
the 
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F 102 They that a5k amiſs, 
t - che evil of our doings from before Gods 
eyes ; what glorins and gracious returns 
would Prayer have. T hat Lord whom 
we pray to, would ſoon ſubdue our ene- 
mics, and turn bus hand againſt our ad- 
verſaries | Pal. Bi. 14, and make an 
alteration for the better in the whole ſtare 
of our aff airs ' 

| 2. Learn from hence, how: little rea- 
ſon they have to expett they ſhall receive, 
-who ask not at all: They that live with- 
out Prayer, calt off the Fear of God and 


tive without himin the world, We read 


_ of ſome that ſpeak this z:mpiorm language, 
Job 21. 15. What « the Almighty that 
we ſhould ferve him ? and what profit 
ſhould we have if we pray to him. Such 
have departed very far from God, and 
areutterly eſtranged from him ; they 
are advanced 4a great way in the road to 


|  raHine; and are upon the very brink of 


the bottornleſs pit ; and whatever they 
have, comes to them big with the curſe 
of God ; and proves a ſnare and a ſtum- 
bling-block ;, {o that they fall more into 


————— =- 
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receive not. 
fin and aceper into deſtruction and perdis 


F300. 

How many prayerleſs houſes are there 
in London to this-day, and that not- 
withſtanding the Loud calls of late 
unto Men, to call upon God! Theſe 


| houſes are the ſhame of London, and 


how prejudicial to the City / Many 
Maſters of Families ſpend {ov much 
time in Clubs, in Ale-houſes, Coffee- 
houſes and Taverns; that none can be 
allowed for Family Duties. Aud the 


Heads of Families,thus protanely neg-, | 
lecting Religion, all under their care 3 


may be the more ſtrongly induced. to 
follow their wicked and pernicious 
example. Thus Families are Nu-ſe- 
ries for Sin, Satan, and Mammon ; and 
Parents and Maſters, as if they were 
Fattors for Hell, bring up their Chil- 
dren and Servants in groſs Ignorance 
and great Contempt of Godand God- 
lineſs. | 

It can never be ſufficiently bewaik 
ed, that God is thus forgotten days 
withom number ; and that the worſhi p 
an 


18; } 


and homage which is ſo due to him, | 
1s denied him / But let not men de- yo 
celve . themſelves, God will . not be cei 
mocked. They that think it not worth 
their while to. pray for bleſſings, ſhall 4 up 
go without them ;. and they that will rec 
not ask for the caking away of Sin Fs 
and Wrath, have both abiding on | =»; 
them. The Apoſtle charges us to {| wi 
pray always with all prayers, Eph. 6. 18. Os 
E and coihdering our mighty Enemies -.| W 
'- our great dan.er; all is little enough \ T 
' for our ſecurity. Bnt thoſe who in- |} © 
ſtead of praying with all Prayer, re- tc 
fuſe to pray at all; they are fearleſs of Ef 
their ſpiritual Adverſaries;. and ſo are w 
more. under their power ; In their th 
Pra#tiſe they deny that God 1s wor- e 
thy to be worſhipped, and in effect 


good from him; or to fear any evil 
at his hands. The bef# things of b 
all ſuch ſhall go without, and endleſs y 
evils are at the door. 


w 
they ſay, Tis vain to. hope for any fi 


reectue rt. 

USE IL Shall be of Diret;on how 
you may wh aright and be ſure to re- 
ceive what you ask for. 

1. That you may ask artght, look 
npward that your Heats may be prepa- 
red for this Duty of Prayer z Prov. 16. 
1. The preparation of the heart tn man 
of the Lord, An unprepared Heart 
will make bur. very ſorry work at the. 
Throne of Grace ; the «npreparedneſs 
will .cry more agaiz/t it, than the 
Tongue can ſpeak for it. This is the 
Divine Method ; when the Lord 1n- 
tends to give, he prepares and firs 
the Soul to receive; Pſal 10. 17, Thou 
wilt prepare their heart, thou wilt cauſe 
thine ear to hear. When you are to 
engage in- Prayer, remember 'tis a 
work above your ſtrength; call in there- 
fore a ſtrength beyond your own. 

Look unto'the Lord that you may 
be able to look, to him aright 3 Cry thar 
you may be helped to cry as you ſhould. 
'Tis He alone that can call your 
Hearts off from other buſineſſes, that 
you may intend Prayer, 'Tis He 
| | alone 
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* alone that can fix your thoughts up- 
- on himſelf; andgive arebuke to Sa- 
. tan who ſands at your right hand to 
reſiſt you 3; and He alone can effeftually 
check that Evil which is preſent with 
you when you deiire.to do that which i 
good. When you are about to pray, 
be ſure to lift Up your Souls to God, 
that they may be made meet for com- 
munion with him, and communicati- 
ons of Grace from him. 
._ 2. I commend unto you Poverty of 
Spirit : Be ſenſible of your manifold 
wants, and of your worthleſneſs as you 
. Eannot ſypnly your own needs ; ſo 
you are unworthy to have them ſap- 
plyed. Your wants are of ſuch a 
rature, that they muſt of neceſſity be 
ſupplyed , or you are wretched for 
ever ; and they muſt be ſupplyed 
gaickly, or It will be too late to have 
them ſipplyed at all ; If you do not 
now obtain Aercy and ſaving. Grace, 
Glory will be miſs d of. The deeper 
- your apprehenſion is, how poor and 
E needy you are, the ſtronger and more 


earneſt- 


-and Strength from him to 4o it being 


earneſt will be your cryes: Pſal.70. 5." ? 
But | am poor and needy, make haſte to * 
help meO God ; thou art my help and my 
aeliverer, O Lord make no tarrying. 
The Kingdom is promiſed to the poor 
in Spirit; Mat. 5. 3. Bleſſed are the 
poor in ſpirit for theirs us the kingdom of 
heaven 3 and they ſhall be ſnpplyed 
with all things by 'the way till they 
are brought ſafe thither 5 1/a. 66. 2. 
For all thoſe things hath my hand made, - 
and all thoſe things have been ſaith the 
Lord; but to this man will I look, that 


ts poor andof a contrite ſpirit, and trem- 


bleth at my word, WE 
3. That you may ask aright you 


miſt be upright your ſelves, and ſincere 


before God, Unfeignedly conſent to 3 
be throughly ſearched to have all Sz |} 
diſcovered ; and to be ſanttified through- 
out in Body, in Soul and Spirit, Wil- } 
lingly cover #o Trarnſgreſſion, neither  * 
hide your eyes from any Command, Or 


. commanded Duty : Sincerely defire 1 


to know the Will of God, and Grace 


made 


F180 DL hey that as; amiſs, 

made known to you. Acknowledge 
God in all yoxr wayes ; and look upon 
It as your Wiſdom to follow his gui- 
dance ; and often open your Hearts to 
hin, that he may both ſearch and 
cleanſe them. Prayers that come from 
an upright Hearr, meet with an open 


| » Ear; Prov, I5. S. The ſacrifice of the 


Wicked # an abomination to the Lord, but 
© the prayer of the upright ts his delight. 


1 Chron. 29. 17. / know alſo O my God 


4 that thou tryeſt the heart, and haſt plea- 
> ſure in uprightneſs. What gracious 


- Anſwers have upright ones, when 


= they pray to God ! His Eye, his Ear, 
his Hard, his Heart, are all open to 
F them ! He loves them ; he loves-to 
- bear and help them ; and to make chem 
| exceeding. glad with his conntenance. 


Pſal. 11. 7. For therighteons Lord lov- 


eth righteouſneſs, hu conntenance doth 
behold the upright. | 

| 4+ Let Felus the Mediatour be your 
t. bope and confidence in all your ſupplicati- 
ons. Beſure to Wor{:ip God in the Spi- 
F it, with your own ſpirits, and by the 


help 
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ſo, rejoyce in Chriſt Jeſu, as the foun- 


dation of your hope and expefation, 


and have no confidence in the fleſh, Phil. 
3. 3. Thoughyou are never'ſo fervent 
and enlarged 4n Prayer, and the Duty 
ſeems to be very Sprritually perform- 
ed ; if your dependance be not an the 
Advocate with the Father, but the 


duty it ſelf is reſted on for acceptance, 


you are to be charged with carnal 
confidence ; Whatever you do in word 
.07 in deed, do all in the name of the Lord 
Teſus, Col. 3. 17. You are ſtrangers 
to the right and ſucceſsful, and ac- 
ceptable way of Praying, unleſs you 
know that Chriſt © given to be Head 
over all things to the Church , and He 
fills all in all, Eph. 1. 22, 23. What 
--an” aſſuring aſleveration does our 


\ Lord give us ! Foh. 16. 23. Verily, 


verily, 1 ſay unto you, whatſoever ye 
ſhall ach. the Father in my name, be will 
give it you. Thus atk and ye (hall 
 rYecezve, that your joy may be full, 
V: 24. 
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* helpof Hs ; but when you have done 
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& 190 They that ah amiſs, 
> 5. In Prayer. be moſt fervent for thoſe £ 
E Bleſſogs that are moſÞ valuable. Our Lord } 
| Would not have us to beſo eatneſt in ſeekin?® 4 x 
earthly Things. : Theſe, Heathens are taken FF 
with ; bur Chr;t:ans ſhould look npon, as +Þþ- : 
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71: 
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below them. What we need of things of this 

nature;our Heavenly Father knows better than 

we. But, fayes Chritt , Seek ye firſt the 

Kingdom of God, and the Righteouſneſs there- 

of, and all things ſhall be added to you, Mar. 

6. 33. Your Defircſhould be itrongelt after BARE ws 
- the Bleilings of thar Kingdom ; after a _- 
 Tuſtifyin® Righteouſneſs ; after inherent Grace | Arc 
and Holineſſ; rogerher with Peace of Con- All 
ſcience ani Foy-in the Holy Ghoſt ; and ar laſt | *Saz 
: an ancorruptible Inheritance. Value and pray Yn for 
hard for thele, and they are your own ; Wa. 
© and Tempo; Bleſſings ſhall be flung in over |, PE 
and above. If you deſire in the firſt and *' £*00, 
* Chief placeto have Grace and Glory, that God I/a. 
} whom you ſcek will withbold no other thing Peas, 
| from you, which he knows ro be deed JUS, 
-* good for you, Pſal. 84. 11. 3 


6. Thar you may ask arighr, ler there 
be more of Charity and of a publick Spirit | 7- 
in your Supplications. If all things are tobe |. 


done with Charity, 1 Cor. 16. 14. the Duty s With, 
of Prayer cannot be well done without 2t. [/ and 1 
E- A. Root of Bitterneſs in your Spirits againſt * Þ offer: 
+: your:Brethren, will provoke the God of | be pr 


Love 
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' the Apo 


receruve not, I91 
Love and Peace to frown u you, when 
you come before him ; and it will be very 
7'n ro diſtraft your Theughts and-to pur your 

carts fog out of .a praying frame. Mind 
{tles Admonirion, G7 
therefore (as the ele of God holy and beloved) 
bowels of mercies, andneſs, humbleneſs of 
mind, meckneſs, long-ſuffering ; Forbearing one 
another, and forgiving one another, if any man 


' havea quarrel againſt any: as Chriſt forgave 


you, fo alſo do ye. Saints are to love their 
Enemies and Perefecutors; how inexcuſable 
are they it they do not love one another ! 
All Saints ſhould be upon the Heart of every 


| *Saint; Every Member ſhonld be concerned 
- . for the whole Body of Chriſt upon Earth. He 


is a genuine Son of Zion, and likely ro 
prevail both for rhe Church and. for himſelf 
r00, Whole Reſolution is ſuch- as we find, 
I/a. 62. 1. For Zions ſake will T not hold my 
peace, and for Feruſalems ſake I will not" reſt, 
untitzthe righteouſneſs thereof go forth as 
brightneſs, and the ſalvation thereof as alamp 
that burneth. 

7. Thar you may ask aright, : Promiſe 


| Praiſe if you ſpeed, and let Praftice agree . 
with Nrazer. When David begged for Mercy 

# and rhe healing of hy Back-ſlidings, as he 

4 offered up the Sacrifice of a broken Heart, 1o 

| he promited to offer up to God the __ 
; p 
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” Help in their low Eftite; and ESE So, 
EF; bur en. 79. 13. So we'that argth» 
Ky ople and ſheep of thy paſture, will _prve thee 

wh "i W= for jr we all ſhow fort? + praiſe 

+ to all generations. | 

5  Andatter you have been praying look ro | 

_ your Praftice : He thar /ives zl, can never | 

* = pray. well. "The Hands of - Eſau agree not at 

© all wich the Voice of 'Facob. The more you 

3 tive your Prayers, the more God will regard 

*F 5 4 * them, 1 'Fobn 3, 22, Pbarſocver we +a5k, wes. 

= receive of him; becatſe we heep hit contmagt- 
27...” ments, and do theſe OY that are pleaſi Ing in | 
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W 192 Tt cy thi ah ariſe, Ge 
of Thanksgiving : Pl 51. 15.0 Lord, 
& © thou my lips, and my mouth ſhall. ſhew, for: 
a thy praiſe : and my tengue ſhall ſing aloud of , 
by raphteouſneſſ. . The Church begs for 
Help in their low Eſtate, and they promi:. 
; Gratitude : Plal. 79. 13. So we that are th» 
people and ſheep of thy paſture, will give thee 
thanks for ever : we will ſhew forth thy praiſe 
to all generations. | 
And atrter you have been praying look to 
your Prattice : He that. /zves z//, can never 
ray weil. The Hands of Eſau agree not at 
all witch the Voice of Facob. The more you 
{trove your Prayers, the more God will regard 
them, 1 Fohn 3. 22. Whatſoever we as}; we. 
receive of him, becauſe we keep his command- 
ments, and do theſe things that are pleaſing in | 
his fight. 
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A ADVERTISEMENT. 
q Ne Priated, The Holy Bible, contain- 


ing the Old Teſtament and the Yew : 

With Annotations and Parallel Scriptures. 

= To which is annex'd. The Harmony of the 
Goſpels : As alſo, The ReduRtion of the Jewiſh 
Weights, Coins and Meaſures, to cur Englith | 

b And a Table of the Promiſes in 
Scripture. By Samuel Clark, Miniſter of the | 


2 .*Goſpel. Printed in Folio of a very fair 


2 «Printed for Brabazen Aylmer in Corn! 
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